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TRANSLATOR’S PREFACE 

JaLilu 'd-Dln Ttum!, the moat famous of ail the 8 M 1 
poets, waa hom at Ralkh in 1207 id., and died in 
1273 a,d. He lived the greater part of his life at 
Qonya, the ancient Icooinm, and there founded the 
Order of Maulavl Ba mates, the Head of whom (the 
Cholebl of Qcmya) has always the privilege of girding 
on the sword of the Khnlif (now the Sultan of Turkey), 
on his Succeeding to the throne. 

In 1881 Sir J ames Redhouso Iran ala ted the First 
Booh of this poem, bnt with the exception of that 
translation and of Mr Whinfield s abstract, nothing of 
importance in any European language has been at¬ 
tempted np to the present to further the knowledge 
a£ a work so valuable to all students not only of 
^ufiisin, but also of philosophy generally p including 
the modern development, Theosophy. 

Sir James Redhouse's translation of the First Book, 
which is accessible to students, is sufficient excuse for 
my beginning nay work with the Second. But the 
study of Lhe First Book is by no means necessary for 
the comprehension of the Second, since the work is 
not a methodically ordered treatise on $uftism s but a 
series of expositions of the doctrines, each suggested to 
the Author by his antecedent exposition in the same 
Book. Each Book, in fact, contains a natural sequence 
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of thought, but it is practically independent of the 
preceding Book. This is perhaps especially the case 
trith the Second Book, which was not written till two 
years after the publication of the First. 

i R is not necessary to say much of the Author himself, 
since Sir .Tames Itedhnu&e has given an account of him 
and of tile Sufis, his spiritual guides and successors. 

Of the work itself it may be said that the depth and 
beauty of its thoughts find fitting expression in the 
language in which they are conveyed, which is com¬ 
posed with consummate skill, ROml’s work has been 
considered the effect of inspiration. I leave it to those 
who may bo qualified to speak of inspiration to consider 
how far this gift may be compatible with perfection of 
artistic construction, but of the Author's mastery of 
the latter there can be no doubt. Even- fresh perusal 
seems to disclose some new proof of his marvellous 
skill in the use of words, many of which are selected 
with a view to additional senses, all applicable to the 
passage in which they occur. 

So much, however, may be said, that the Author 
himself evidently recognizes the influence of a force 
which leads him to expression of which in a normal con¬ 
dition he would not hove been capable, Of. the passage. 
“In ki guftam bam na-bud juz bT-khyadT "; “Even 
thia which 1 have (already) said has been (from) nothing 
but ray being carried out of myself.” This scarcely 
refers to rhapsodical expression, which may or may 
not, perhaps, bo n concomitant of inspiration. From 
rhapsody indeed the MosnavT is singularly free, what¬ 
ever there be of that character in the "dTvfin” or 
lyrical poems. 

Setting aside the consideration of inspiration—there 
can be no question ns to the Author’s genius, but, as 
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observed in hi a Preface, “Han km yadhuq lam yadri M ; 
" He who has not tasted does not know"; and the 
genius of the Author can be thoroughly Appreciated 
only by those who are sufficiently steeped in Persian 
poetry and the eubject here treated to taste, as it were, 
the “puq Sh of the work.—“PTrln na-ml parzmd, magar 
murTdslu ml parfcntmd ”; "The spiritual guides do not 
fly (by their own efforts), but their disciples make 
them fly," 

A few words may be said upon the difficulties of 
the Work, The principal is undoubtedly the subtlety 
of the Author's thoughts mud the obscurity of his 
expression, Touching the latter, it may be more 
particularly said that the Author often in accordance 
with the requirements o£ his disquisitions applies 
untechnleal words to ?iifr sen see r To this may be 
added that he often changes the significance of his 
own terns in the course of a few lines, a practice 
which haa sometimes led even the Turkish Commentator 
into misconception. 

Another difficulty ie to trace the connection between 
lines and lines! but this is not so uncommon in Persian 
poets, whose imagination is peculiarly vivid. No Ices 
a difficulty is it sometimes to distinguish who i& 
speaking, When the author, for instance, has been 
quoting the words of another, he wanders on occasion a 
so insensibly into reflections of his own as to bewilder 
the Commentators, from whom, it trill be remarked in 
the Notes, I hare some times ventured to differ. Then, 
too, the object of address may occasionally be open to 
doubt. After one person has been addressed, the 
speaker may almost insensibly transfer bis address to 
another, but in such terms as to leave it a little uncertain 
whom he is addressing. 
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Jjs liig adverbial locations th$ Author is partienlsrly 
difHcnlt, so much so that the best Commentators often 
disagree as to his emet meaning. 

It is scarcely for me to speak here of the merits of 
Sir James Redhoiise’fl translation of the First Book, 
but I think readers will regret its being in verse, and 
also the paucity of the Notes appended to it, since the 
only way to make an abstruse Persian poem intelligible 
to Europeans is to give a plain literal prose t ran slat ion 
accompanied by copious notes. I think, in fact, that 
translations from the Persian have attracted so little 
interest, mainly because they have been so imperfectly 
explained, and I have therefore dene my best with the 
help of the best Persian, Turkish, Urdu, and Arabic 
Commentaries, to make this Work intelligible to all 
who have a littlo knowledge of mental science. 

Translations of bflfi thought are so few, and some of 
them bo incomprehensible, that I think an explanation 
of this, the must famous exponent of it, to which I have 
devoted three years' study, after an experience of more 
than thirty years, will not be considered uncalled for. 

In the translation I have been aided by considerable 
study of the principal works on >? uft ism, in eluding 
particularly the ‘AwfirifnT - Ma'Jirif, and AbduY- 
liazj;:lq s Dictionary of the technical terms of the tjufts, 
as well as by reading in Greek philosophy, especially 
Neo-Platonism, and to a certain extent in Hinduism. 

I have left no difficulty of language, allusion, or 
doctrine untreated, and in cases of special difficulty 
1 have given the views of the different Commentators 
together with my own. 

All passages of the Qur'fin, and all Traditions and 
poetical passages alluded to or illustrating the Author's 
expositions have been translated, and in addition to 
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thi^ the Traditions and tin; poetical passages hare been 
given in the original. 

The principal Commentaries which J have studied 
are, the Turkish Commentin' by Ajiqiravl in six 
volumes, published in Constantinople in 1562; the 
Persian Commentary of Dalini ’l-Ulum; an Urdu 
Commentary of 1801, by Ifaulavl ‘Abdu ’i-Majld; and 
various Arabic comments, 

I Have also consulted the Turkish verse Translation, 
Hut ibis is of too free a character to afford much help, 
though the Text accompanying it is most excellent, and 
with that of the I urki sh Commentator has afforded me 
the greater part of the Text from which I have made 
my translation. 

In my Commentary, the T. Com. means the Turkish 
Commentator; B. U. means Hah ru 'I-TJhlm, the Persian 
Commentator; the H. Com, means the Hindustani 
Commentator, Maulavl Abdu 1-Majid; and the T. Trans, 
means the Turkish verso Translator. 

It should bo explained that the words in brackets 
are those which I have supplied in order to make the 
sense more clear; and that the words, locutions, and 
sentences in italice, when not so printed for emphasis, 
are translations from the Arabic. 

THAKBLITI RATIO* 

Tho system of transliteration is os follows 

’ ** 1 when it is necessary to indicate that letter as 

a consonant, 

t = tho soft dental “ t" 

a = ti.' which in Arabic has the sound of “ th " in 
"thing," and is transliterated iu that 
language by " th.” 
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j “ £ as in “jar,” 
eh = nr ns in. “church," 
b = t ft deeply Bounded “ h." 
hh = c the German “ eh." 
d= j the soft dontal “ d” 

z = j tmnsliterated in Arabic by “dh " for the 
"tit" in "then" 

*“ j 

ail « j the “a” in “ pleasure.” 

S = C-" 

eh = jjl as in a shined 
a “ a bard palatal 4k b.” 

i = transliterated in Arabic by iA d p M and sounded 
in that language as a bard palatal " d . 11 
t “ Jr a hard palatal "t” 

3 = i? in Arabic pnMLGUHced in some places, for 
instance, Ynman, m “ tb f! in then, 

1 = t. ft guttural not foimd in European Languages. 

gb - ^ sounded something like the French 14 r, 

graas&yit** 

q — J a guttural “k / 1 

k- 

g = u-f always hard, 
n ^ 

a - in Arable, the ease ending. 
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53 in Turkish* fSghyr nun, ^ pronounced in Con¬ 
stantinople as " n/ 1 "but In Oriental Turkish as a 
nasal. 

= in Urdu, the nasal “n . 11 

v = j which is pronounced in Arabic and Urdu as 
" w p " and so iraiiiditerated in those 
languages, 

y « the imptonounoet] s in such Persian words os 
“khyad ” (pronounced "khud "Aand u khy astern" 
(pronounced khflfftan Sk ). 

w — the unprcmounced 11 w* 1 at the end of the Arab 
name 'Amrw, and suffixed only to distinguish it 
from 'Umar, with which in Arabic writing it 
would otherwise be identical. 

h — > 

a = fatlja ' and has generally a sound between that of 
“a 11 in 11 can n and 11 n” in “jug." 

i “ kasra ^ and has the sound of “i ” in u tin.” 

u - £&mnia J and has the sound of " u " in k4 bull/* 

a ■ I as a long vowel, and has nearly the sound of 
“a fcT in kJ haIL M In Arabic it is sounded 
as J, a pl in “far” and in many Turkish 
words almost as in “on/* 

£ = j or when precede! by fatba " and equivalent 
with it to a. 

t " j as a long vowel, and is sounded as “u ,p in 
“rule” 

I = ^ as a long vowd p and is sounded as "i” iu 
“machine." 

e » fat-ba ’ in Turkish words, and is pronounced as 
(l e” in "hen/" 

y = kasra , in Turkish words, and is pronounced as 
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M i” in “to/ 1 It sometimes represents ^ written 
as a long vowel, but pronounced as “i” in 
“fir/* 

b = aanima 1 in Turkish words, and is sounded as the 
German “fi"or the French 41 en/* 
n = zamma K in Turkish words, and 1ms the sound of 
the German '* U M or the French “ n/* 

5= j as a long vowel in Turkish words, and has the 
sound of “ o " in M pole." 

au - fatha "and * as a diphthong, and lias the sound of 
V in “how/ p 

ai = fatba ' and ^ as a diphthong, and is pronounced 
as £J a” in “rate.-" In Urdu and in many 
Arabic and Turkish words it is sounded as “ 1 ” 
in “ fire. 11 
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THE MASNAVI 

AUTHOR’S PREFACE 

An explanation of a part of the reason of the postpone^ 
ment of this Second Book (of the M&snavT), Whereas i 
if all the ultimate, occult reasons of God for the 
occurrence of an act were known to His slave., iho 
latter (in his confusion) at the (numberless) advantages 
of that act would be powerless to accomplish. it. and 
the infinity of the ultimate, occult reasons of God 
would devastate his understand ing K and he would not 
engage in that act. Therefore God most High makes 
a particle of those infinite divine reasons (as) a leading 
rein 1 to him, and draws him (by it) to that act j for 
if lie gave him no information of those advantages lie 
would not move, since it is advantages—for the 
gaining of which (when known) men take suitable 
action—which are the cause of movement. 1 
And if, (on the other hand), the ultimate, occult, divine 
reasons should be poured out upon him, ho would 
also not be able to move, even as, if there be not a 
A 
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toggle of wood io n camel's nose lie will not move, 
whilst if it be very large he will also not move, but 
lie down, 

“ And there is no one th lug of which TT e have not the 
storehomes r and We send si down hut in an appointed 
measure!' 1 

Earth without water cannot become a bricky and 
when the water is over-abundant the earth again 
cannot become a brick- 1 

111 And He has raised up Heaven, and appointed the 
balance" * 

He gives everything by the balance, not without 
measure and method ; eseept to those persons who 
have been changed from the world of creation^ and 
have become (the objects of the words), “And Gad gives 
without measure to whom He trill ” 1 

44 But he who has not tasted does not know ” B 

Some one asked me what love is, I answered , u W hea 
you become like me you will know, 1 ' 

Love is a measureless affection, since it is (truly) 
said that it is a quality of God really, eternally, and 
absolutely; but as affectitig (God's) slave it is unreal, 
adventitious, and relative, “ He loves them " is com¬ 
pletely true, but what is " They love Him ? fl 


PROEM 


For a time this ttasuavf has been delayed : J a time has 
been required for the turning of blood to miik. K 

Until your (good) fortune gives birth to a new child, 
blood does not become sweet milk,—hear well {nay 
words) * 

When JJiya'u ’l-Haqq HtisUmti 'd-Dln 1 turned hack 
from the pinnacle of the Heavens/ 

—-(For) when he had gone on the ascent to the spiritual 
and divine sources,* no rose-buds without his Spring 
had blossomed/— 

When ho returned from the Sea towards the shore/ 
the lyre of the poetry of the Masnavl became is tune. 

Els return was the day of opening (again) * for the 
MaanavT which was the burnisher of souls. 

The appearance of the chronicles of this business 
and gaiu w (was) in the year six hundred and sixty- 
two / 1 

A nightingale 13 left this place and (then) returned ; 
for the capture of these spiritual truths it bad become 
a falcon. 14 

May the wrist of the King be (ever) the resting 
place of this Falcon! May this Gate be eternally open 
to the people/ 1 
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The bane of this Gate is desire and 8*nauaiit}% w for 
otherwise there is draught upon draught here. Ei 

Close this month* in order that you may see clearly; 17 
the throat and mouth are the bandage which veils J°fur 
eyes from that world 1 * 

0 mouth, you are actually the flame of hell* 13 0 
world „ you are a partition between two states-"' 

The eternal light (in) by the side of the base 
world; 31 pure milt (is) by the side of stremrts of 
blood® 

When without (due) caution you take a step into 
these (streams) your milk becomes blood through 
admixture. 3 

Adam took one step into (the region of) sensual 
pleasure, 21 (and) separation from the high, seat. Paradise* 
was the punishment of his carnal souL‘* 

The angels fled from him as from a demon. How 
many tears did he (not) shed, for the sake of a loaf' 586 

Although the sin which he committed was only (as) 
a bnir* (still) that hair was (as) a hair in the eyes,* 7 

Adam wae the eyes of the Eternal Light * a hair in 
the eyes is an immense mountain. 

If Adam had taken counsel® in that (matter), he 
would not, in penitence, have had to seek pardon. 3 * 

For when intellect is conjoined with intellect, it 
prevents evil action and evil words. 

(But) when one carnal soul is associated with another 
carnal sod, tbe individual intellect becomes idle and 
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When through being alone (and unadvised) you 
despair, you should come under the shadow of a friend 
of the Sun,® 

Go! seek at once a friend of God ; when you have 
done so God is your friend. 

He who doses his eyes in ret ire meat 13 has, after all, 
learnt that (practice) even from a friend (of God), 

Retirement from all things other (than God), not 
from the friend of God* ia requisite; a a furndoak is 
for the winter, not the spring.* 

(If) one intellect be conjoined with another intellect, 
light is increased! and the road” becomes clearly 
visible: 

(But if) one carnal soul be associated with*' another 
carnal soul, darkness is increased and the road becomes 
hidden. 

The friend {of God) is your eyes, 0 huntsman ; M keep 
him free from dust and straws,* 7 

Take care you make no dust with the broom, the 
tongue: M bring to the eyes no present back of particles 
of dust. 

Since the believer is the mirror of the believer, hie 
face is safe from stainj 6 

In (your) troubles and difficulties the friend is the 
mirror of (your) soul:** breathe not, 0 soul, on the 
face of the mirror.* 1 

Li order that it may not hide its face under your 
breath, you must at even’ moment suppress votir 
breath.* 5 
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Are vou less than ft piece of earth ? When a piece 
of earth finds a friend, that is, the spring it gains a 
handled thousand flowers/ 1 

The tree if it be associated with a friend, the pleasant 
breezes, will be covered (and adorned) with blossoms. 

When it sees a false friend in the autumn, it draws 
its head and face under cover/ 1 

It ears, '*A bad friend is ati exciter of calamity;^ 
when such cornea, my course is to sleep. 

So I will sleep and be (as) one of the Companions 
of the Cave:" sleep in the Cave is better than (wake* 
fulness with) Decius. 

Their wakefulness was wasted in (.the service of) 
D^ua; * their sleep was the source of honour (to 
them). 

Sleep is wakefulness when it is with knowledge : 1 * 
far the person awake who is in association with 
;m ignorant person ! 

When the crows pitch tlieir tents upon the winter, 
the nightingales conceal themselves and are silent.*' 

For without the rose-garden the nightingale is silent: 
the absence of the sun dispels wakefulness. 

0 film, you abandon this rose-garden 40 in order to 
illumine (the parts) beneath the earth. 

Bat the Sun of spiritual knowledge suffers no change 
of place; its point of rising is only the soul aud 
intellect.* 1 

Especially that perfect Sun which is the best/* whose 
action day and night is the giving of light. 


TEXT 


T 


If you are an Alexander come to the place of rising 
of ike Sun " and thenceforth wherever you go yon will 
be bright and glorious.* 1 

Thenceforth, wherever you go, it will be a place of 
sunrise (to you): 64 the rising suns will become 
attached to your sunset,* 7 

Whilst your bat-like senses (are) hastening towards 
the sunset, your pearl-scattering senses (are) going 
towards the sunrise,* 7 

The road of the (external) senses is the road of asses, 
0 cavalier; have shame, you who squeeze in among 
asses on this road. 54 

In addition to these fire (external) senses there are 
five (inner) senses; these latter are like ted gold, and 
those former senses aro like copper.® 

In that market where are (assembled) the people of 
the Resurrection, how should they attach the same 
value to the copper senses as to the gold senses ? “ 

The bodily senses eat the food of darkness;* the 
spiritual senses pasture on a Sum" 

0 you who have borne the baggage of your senses to 
the spiritual world * put out (your) hand like Moses 
from (your) bosom,* 4 

0 you whose quality is that of a Sun of spiritual and 
divine knowledge* whilst the sun of the sky is restricted 
to one attribute; * 

Sometimes you are a Sun, sometimes a Sea ; m some¬ 
times you are Mount Qtif, sometimes the + Anqi,** 

(But) in your essence you are neither that nor this, 
0 you who are beyond (all) conjectures, and more than 
more. 
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The spirit is associated with knowledge and in¬ 
tellect ; what business has the spirit with Arabic or 
Turkish?* 

At You Who, without colour and form, have so many 
forms, 7 * both the Confessor of the Unity and the 
AssimUator are bewildered. 73 

Sometimes He makes the Ammilator a Confessor of 
the Unity; sometimes the forms distract tho Confessor 
of the Unity/ 1 

Sometimes Abu 1-Hasan in his intoxication says to 

you, 41 0 young in ycor« t 0 freth in body ! ” t* 

« 

Sometimes he destroys his own being: ho does {this) 
in order to declare ike exemption of the Beloved from 
all things/ 1 

The seat of the sensible eyes is Secession-'* the 
eyes of the intellect in (their) union (with God) are 
Orthodox. * 

Those who are in subjection to the senses are 
Secedem; but through (ignorance and) error they 
represent themselves as Orthodox 77 

Whoever remains in (subjection to) ihe senses is a 
Seceder: although he says ho is Orthodox, it is (only) 
from ignorance. 

Whoever gels out of (subjection to) the senses is 
Orthodox ; (ho ifi) a parson of spiritual vision ; he is 
the eye of the auspicious intellect. 7 * 

IE the animal senses could see the King,** then im 
ox or an ass could see God. 

If besides the animal senses you had no other senses 
exempt from sensual desire, 
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Then how should the sons of Adam have been 
honoured ? m How (only) with senses (possessed in) 
common {with the an i mala) eh on kl they have become 
initiated into the divine mysteries ? 

So long as you. do not have form, your saying, iL He 
is the Formless (conjoined) with the Formed H is vain/ 1 

The Formless one i conjoined) with Forma is before 
him who is all kernel and has got out of the shell/ - 

(But) il you are blind,—“ no crime shall it be in 
the blind ft j but if not, go, (bn patient in discipline 
and devotion), for “Ffflffenea ir the key to erne and 
frappincM/ B 

The remedy, patience, both bums the veils of the 
eyes, and also opens the heart.* 4 

When the mirror, the heart, becomes bright and 
clear* you will see pictures (iu it) other than (those of) 
water and clay.* 3 

You will see both the pictures and also the Painter ; 
yon xvtil see the carpet of felicity and also the Carpet- 
Spreader.* 

The image of my friend comes to mo like the Friend 
(of Got!): his estterior is an idol, (but) his reality is 
an idol-breaker. 17 

Thanks be to God that when he appears, in his 
image (my) soul sees its own image.*® 

The dust of your threshold"- has entranced my 
heart:—dust be on him who has been contented 
without your dust [ 

1 said (to myself), "II 1 am (spiritually) beautiful 
I shall receive this from Jiim; w but if not* ha will 
laugh at me, an ugly-faced one/ 1 
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The plan (to be adopted) is this, that 1 should 
examine myself: otherwise he will laugh at me ■ how 
should I covet his society ? m 

He is beautiful and a lover of heaulrj ^ how should a 
young man choose an old woman?” 

Know that the beautiful draws the beautiful (to 
itself ): read upon this (subject the words), 41 Good 
women for good men" H 

In the world everything draws something (to itself) s 
the warm attracts the warm, the cold, the cold. 

(Thoseof) the null and void kind attract (to themselves) 
those who are null and void; B (but) those who are 
lasting are delighted also with those who are Jesting* 

Those of the fire attract (to themselves) those of the 
firs : those of the light seek those of the lights 

When you close (your) eyes, uneasiness overtakes 
you : —how should the light of the eyes be content 
without the light of day ?* 

[When you close (your) eyea T it is agony to yon :—the 
eyes cannot be content without the light of day] ™ 

Your uneasiness is (from) the craving of the light of 
your eyes to be quickly joined with the light of day* 

If when your eyea are open uneasiness seize you, 
know that you have closed the eyes of the heart, (and) 
open (them). 

Recognise that (uneasiness as the) importuning of the 
eyes of (your) heart which seek a measureless Light tw 

Since separation from those two transitory lights* 101 
brought you uneasiness, (and) you opened your eyee, 
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Therefore, (now that) separation from those two 
permanent Lights 11:0 brings you uneasiness, hare regard 
and care for them. 

When He calls me, 1 ™ let me loot to see whether 1 am 
worthy of Hie call, or whether I am ill-favoured.' ' 

If a handsome person call an ugly one to follow him, 
it is only mockery that he is using towards that (ill- 
favoured one). 

How, I wonder, shall I see my face, to know of what 
complexion 1 am—whether I am like the day or like the 
night ? ] * 

I have sought much the picture of my owu soul; 
(my) picture has not appeared to me from any one. 

I sail! at last (to myself), “ For what purpose is a 
mirror? It is (surely) that every one may know what 
and who he is.” iai 

For the outer fern there is the mirror of steel; but 
the mirror for the aspect of the soul is most precious 
(and rare)."* 

The mirror of the soul is naught but the face of 
the friend: the face of that friend who is of Tltat 

Country- 1 ® 

I said, "0 heart, seek the Universal Mirror: 1 * go 
to the Ocean; your business cannot be accomplished by 
a stream,* 10 

In this search (your) slave has reached your street; 
(as) the pains of labour drew the Virgin Maiy to the 
date-palm, 111 

When your eyes became eyes for my heart, this heart 
which had been unseen became drowned in eyes. 113 
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I saw you m the Universal Mirror eternal (in ite 
nature); m I saw my own picture In your eyes, 11 * 

I said, M At last 1 have found! myself : in his two 
oyes I have found A clear, bright path- 1 ’ 114 

(Thou) Fancy said to nie; Sifl "Take care! that m 
only your illusion; distinguish your essence from your 
illusion.” 

But my picture called to me from your eyes, **l am 
thou, thou art I m (our perfect) union. 117 

To these InnrinouB and changeless eyes, (which are) 
of the eternal essences, how can any illusion find its 
way?” 118 

But if you see your picture in the eyes of any hut 
niA,-—know that that is an illusion, and (a thing) to 
ho rcjected. lw 

Because (such persons) apply (to their eyes) the 
collyrium of the inexistent; they taste wine to which 
form has been given by Satan, 1 * 

Their eyes are the abode of illusion and inexistence, 
(and) consequently they see inextateni things as existent 

(But) since my eyes have received their collyrium 
from the Lord of Majesty they are the abode of existence, 
not the abode of illusion. 141 

So long as a single hair of yon remains before your 
eyes, in your fancy a Pearl will be as jasper, 1 * 

Then will you distinguish jasper from the Pearl 
when you have passed away entirely from your own 
fancies. 1 * 

Listen, O judge of pearls, 1 * to a Story, in order that 
you may distinguish actual sight from conjecture. 
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A certain person in the time of 'Umar — May God be 

pleased with him! — imagine*k& sees the new moon , 

In the time of 'Umar 1 tho month of fast* camB round, 
(and) a number of men ran to the top o! a hill [with him) 

To take an omen from the new moon of the (month 
of) fast. 3 Said one of theca: +L There, 'Umar, is the new 
moon/" 

When 'Umar could not bo# the moon La the sky, he 
fi&id; '"This moon lias arisen out of yonr imagination ; 

For in the celestial, spheres I am keener-sighted (than 
you)/ Why (then) do I not sen the pur# crescent? ” 

He continued: “Moisten your hand, and rub your 
eyebrows, and then look up towards the crescent/' 

When he had moistened his eyebrows, he could not 
see the moon. He said : 11 0 King, it is not the moon ■ 
it has disappeared. 1 * 

He answered: 'Yea, the hair of fjour) eyebrows had 
become (as) a bow r p which shot an arrow of surmise 
at yon/' 6 

A single hair deflected (from his eyebrow) led him, 
into error® bo that he boasltngly claimed to have seen 
the moon. 

Since a deflected hair may veil the sky (from you), 
how will it be when all your members have become 
deflected ? ? 

0 you who (would) walk straight, make straight your 
members by means of the straight; turn not your face 
from the threshold (oi the righteous). 

The balance may make tho balance true: the balance 
too may make the balance false/ 
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Whoever adjusts his weights to those of the untrue * 
falls into deficiency and falseness, and his intellect be¬ 
comes confused. 

Go, be itcrere upon the infidelt ; scatter dust upon the 
heads of the aliens.*® 

Be as a sword upon the heads of the aliens; see you 
play not the foi, (hut) be a lion, 11 

In order that the friends, through a sense of what is 
due to them, may not break with you ; for those thorns 
are enemies of these roses, 11 

Set fire to the wolves, as to wild rue, for those wolves 
are the enemies of Joseph. 11 

Be on vour guard! Satan addresses you as beloved 
son, in order that he, the accursed demon, may deceive 
you by (such) delusive words. 

The same deceit did he practise against your father; 
—this black-faced one checkmated bo great a one as 
Adam, 11 

This crew is alert at the game of chess; * watch not 
(his) piny with eyea half asleep ; 

For he knows many stratagems tin the game), 11 ’ which 
will stick in your throat like a splinter. 

Bis splinters will remain in (your) throat many years, 

_What are those splinters ? Love of rank and 

wealth. 17 

Wealth is a splinter, 0 you unstable (in devotion), 1 * 
aincc it is a hindrance in your throat to the water of 
life, 1 * 

If a wily enemy cam' off your wealth, a thief will 
have borne away a thief * 
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A snake-catcher steals a snake from another 
$nak&-catcher. 

A liltle thief earned off a anake from a smke-catcher. 
In Ins folly he Recounted it a gain. 

The snake-catcher escaped from a snake-bite; the 
snake miserably killed him who had robbed the oLher. 

The snake-catcher saw him, and then recogniaed him; 
he said, u My snake has deprived him ci life. 

My soul demanded in prayer as to htm^ that I should 
find him and take the snake from him. 

Thanks to God, that prayer was rejectedI thought 
(the rejection my) lose, (but) it turned out gain/* 

Many prayers are there which are loss and destruction; 
but God, tho pure, in Ilia kindness hears them not. 


A companion of Jesus—On Him be peace f—begs Him to 
restore some bones to life, 

A certain fool was accompanying Jesus ; he saw some 
bones in a deop hollow. 

He raid, Hi 0 (my) companion, (teach mo) that exalted 
Name by which you make the dead aHve. fi 

Teach it to me, in order that I may do a kindness 
that by it I may give life to (these) bones. 31 

He answered, "Be silent; that business is beyond 
you: it is incongruous with your breath tugs and 
speech. 11 

For that business demands a breath 11 more pure than 
rain; <md more subtle in its action than are the angels* 
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Lifetimes are required before the breath is purified * 
Aud one becomes thus a custodian of the treasury of the 
heavens/ 7 

(Supposing) you indeed take this rod firmly in your 
hand, whence would your hand gain the cunning of 
Mosea? ,hM 

He rejoined, “If I be not one, who ehonld give 
utterance to (such) mysteries, then do you utter the 
Name over the bones. 1 " 

Jesus said, 4k 0 Lord, what mystery m this? What 
means the tendency of this fool towards such con¬ 
tention ? * 

Why is not this sick man solicitous about himself? 
Why has this lifeless carrion no care far life (in 
himself) ? 

He leaves hie own dead personality* and seeks to 
restore 31 an alien corpse " F 

God said, M Ho who is an alien to grace seeks and 
finds (naught but) disgrace and adversity:if thorny 
bminblea grew,® it is the requital of his sowing. 

He who sows the seeds of thorny brambles in lie 
world,—see you seek bim not in a rose-garden.* 1 

If he take a ruse in his hand, it becomes a thorn ; if 
he go towards a friend, that friend becomes a serpent. 15 

That miserable wretch is the alchemy of snake-poison, 
in contrariety to the alchemy of the pious man/' * 

A (tratelling) Safi advises a (monastery) servant how to 
utter'd to (his) animal ; to which the servant answers t 
14 There u no power (except in <3od). M 

A ?ufi was wandering about the world; until one 
night he became a guest in a monastery. 
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He had one Animal which he fastened. in ike stable, 
(Then) he sat in ike chief seat of the hall witli (his) 
friends (the ^CLte), 

He them engaged in contemplation with hig friends: 
concentration (of heart upon God) in presence of the 
friend (i.c. the Shaikh) is a book.* 

The 5uffs book is not the blackness of letters and 
words; it is naught but a heart white as snow. 1 * 

The provisions of ike learned mam are traces of the 
peru What are the Stiffs provisions ? (They are) 
traces of the feet, 3 ® 

Like a huntsman he gees after the game; he sees 
the musk-deer's steps, and follows upon the traces. 49 

For some time it Is fitting for him to follow the steps ■ 
afterwards indeed the navel-bag of the musk-deer is 
his guide.* 1 

When he has given thanks for the steps (to be 
followed), and has travelled, he mil necessarily attain 
to an object. 41 

To proceed one stage in hope of the musk-bag is 
better than a hundred stages and the steps (taken) in 
circumambulating (the Kn'ba).* 

That heart in which the rays of the moon arise is to 
the 'Arif the opening of doors, 1 * 

To yon (the heart) is a wall h but to them (the fc Arifs) 
it is a door; to you it is a stone, but to the revered ones 
a (lustrous) pearl.* 

That which you see plainly in a mirror—the spiritual 
chief (the Pfr) sees more than that in a clod of earth.** 

E 
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The spiritual chiefs are they whose soub, ere this 
world was h existed in the sea of (God's) munificence^ 

Before (the existence) of this body they lived many 
ages (in die spiritual world); before the sowing they 
gathered the produce," 

They received goals before pictures feame into being); 
they bored pearls before the &ea (existed).* 

(God i r *ik** counsel tcith the angel# a# to the creation 

of wmn ). 41 

Counsel wag lacing taken as to the creation of man, 
(when) the souls (were still immersed) up to the neck 
m the sea of God's potency.® 

When the angels objected to that proposal, the Firs 
secretly whistled (in derision) at them.* 4 

{They, the Plra n were) acquainted with the picture of 
everything which has become ex is lent, (even) before the 
Universal Soul became fettered, 15 

Before the skies (existed) they saw Saturn; before 
(the existence of) grains they saw bread. 41 

Without brain and heart, ihey were full of thought; 
without army and war, they were associated with 
victory®. 

That actual vision (of theirs) is, as regards them, 
thought; though, indeed, as regards these (people of 
the world), it is intuition,® 

Thought is in connection with the past and the future; 
when it is freed from these two, the difficult is solved.** 

Ihey saw every conditioned thing as a thing un¬ 
conditioned ; w they saw the pure metal and the impure 
before the mine (existed). 
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In the heart of the grape they saw iho wine; in 
absolute non-existence they saw objects, 4 * 

Before the creation of grapes they drank wines, 
and shewed (the) excitement (of intoxication) * 

III hot July they see December; in the rays of the 
sun they see the shaded 

This firmament drinks draughts ns they (the Pltk) 
circulate the cup; the sun through their generosity 
puts on gold brocade ™ 

When of these (Plrs) yon see two friends together,— 
they are even as quo, and also as six hundred thousand.** 

Their numbers are after ihe manner of (those of) 
the waves: (it is) the wind ( which) has produced their 
multiplicity^* 1 

The Sun of spirits has become diffused through the 
windows, the bodies. 9 * 

When you look at the (sun's) disk it is indeed one ; 
but he (whose mental vision is) veiled by bodies is in 
donht,** 

The diffusion is entailed by the animal spirit; the 
human spirit is one essence. c 

Since God fiprinkUd Hu Light upon them—Hi a Light 
will never become scattered. 1 * 

Put off awhile (your) languor, fellow-traveller, tliat 
I may land a mole of that (supreme) beauty.* 

(It is true that) the beauty of His moles is inde¬ 
scribable: what are both worlds? (They are) the 
reflection of His molest 

When I speak of His beautiful moles, my speech 
wishes to cleave my body, 71 
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Like an ant I am so charmed at this granary that 
X (am seeking to) bear a load {which is) beyond me/ 1 

Hit exposition of the inner meaning of the Story is 
arrested hy reason of the hearer's inclination (oirartfr 
hearing the outer form of if. 73 

When trill He who is the envied of (all) lights allow 
me to narrate tliat of which the narration is an indis¬ 
pensable duty? 74 

The sea throws forth foam and makes a barrier: 
it draw^ back (the foam), and (again) after drawing 
(it) back it flows in (with it.) Ti 

Hear (now) what has acted as an obstacle at this 
time : the hearer's heart 1ms gone, I judge* elsewhere. 

His heart has inclined towards the ?ufT guest; he 
has sunk to his neck in the desire (to hear about 
him); 

(So) it is incumbent (upon me) to diverge from this 
discourse, (and return) to that Story in order to describe 
die case. 

Do not ibiink the Sufi that external form (you may 
see), dear friend ; how long (will you delight) like 
children in nuts and raisins ? 714 

Our bodies are nuts and raisins, my son; if you are 
a man give up these two things- 

li you do give them up, the favour of God wall raise 
you above the nine heavens. 77 

Hear now the Story in its external form; but be 
careful you separate the grain from the hunk/* 
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The mcyt ant take* upon himself the tare of the animal, 
hut show* remwmw# (in the duty). 

When the zikr of the frlfTs who sought advancement 
(in spiritual knowledge) came to an end in ecstasy and 
joyous emotion ™ 

They brought a tray ol food for the guesl, who then 
remembered (his) animal 

Ho said to the servant, "Go into the stable, (and) 
dispose the (chopped) straw and barley properly for the 
animal 11 

(The servant) answered, “There is no power (except 
in God) i” What superfluous speaking is this ! This 
business has been mine for many a day/ 1 

(The Sufi) sald t 11 First moisten bis barley, for the poor 
little ass is old nnd bis teeth are weak/* 

(The servant) answered, “ There is no power (except 
in God) f what is this you are saying, great man ? 
(Others) leam these provisions and arrangements from 

me. 

He said, 11 Put his saddle off first of all, and then 
apply the 4 manbal 1 remedy n to his galled back/' 

(The servant) replied, “There is no power (except in 
God )l pray leave off these words of wisdom;" a 
hundred thousand guests of your kind have come to me. 

All have left us contented with us: (our) guests are- 
fas) our lives and relatives/ 11 

(The !?ufl) said, “Give him water, but (let it be) luke¬ 
warm/ 1 

He responded, “ Thera is no power (except in God) ! 
you make rue feel ashamed. 1 ' 
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tie said, “Put but little {chopped} straw Id (his) 
barley." He replied, " 'rhere is no power (except In 
God)! cut short these words;' 

(The said, “Sweep his place (dean) of stones and 
dung, and if it he wet, scatter some dry earth over it.” 

He answered, “ There is no power (except in God)! 
O spiritual hither, you (nlaoj utter this formula, and 
speak but few words to a capable envoy." “ 

(The Sufi) said, “Take a curry-comb and curry the 
ass's back." lie answered, “There is no power (except 
in God) I Do have some shame, 0 spiritual father.” M 

The servant spoke thus, and girded up his waist 
tightly; he said, “1 go, and first 1 will bring the 
(choppedj straw and barley." 

He went off, and took no (further) thought of the 
stable; he (thus) led the Sufi into false assurance. 

He went and joined some dissolute fellows, and 
derided the Sufi's admonitions. 

The ftHit was tired from the journey and lay down; 
with closed eyes he saw dreams: v 

(First) that his ass had been seized by a wolf, which 
was tearing pieces out of its back and thighs. 

He exclaimed, " There is no power (except in God)! 
what mad fancy is this ! Where, 1 wonder, is that kind 
servant ? ” 

Again, he seemed to see his ass travelling along the 
read; sometimes falling into a well, sometimes into 
a ditch. 

He had a number of various disagreeable dreams; 
he recited the Fiitiha and also al-Qftri'o.* 
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Be said, M WhM remedy is there? my friends have 
(all! ran out ; they have departed and fastened all the 
doors. tT 

Again he said,*" Strange indeed (if he were unfaithful)* 
(for) did not that little servant eat bread and salt with tta ? 

I showed nothing bat kindness and gentleness to him ; 
why (then) should he, on the con nary* use earn i ty with me ? 

Any act of enmity must be warranted by (some) 
cause; for indeed the fact of being of the same kind 
dictates good faith/* 97 

(On the other hand) he said again, n So great a one as 
Adam with his kindness and generosity—when had he 
done any injury to Satan ? 

What (again) has man done to serpents and scorpions 
that they wish him pain and death ? 

To rend is the nature and disposition of the wolf. 
Tills envy (we know of) is after all plainly seen in men. 1 '“ 

Again he said, “ Circumspection is your evil sus¬ 
picion : whoever la not suspicious—how can he remain 
safe and sound ? 11 

(Whilst) the ^ufr (was engaged) in anxious thought, 
the nss was in such condition as (I pray) be the meed 
of the foe. 

The wretched ass (was) amongst dirt and stones, his 
pack-saddle awry, his halter tom. 

After the journey without fodder nil night, (he was) 
sometimes as one at the last gasp, sometimes os one 
brought to (the verge of) destruction. 

The ass all night recited, 11 0 God, I ask not for barley 
(but 1 might at least crave) not loss than one handful of 
(chopped) straw.* 3 
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His condition seemed to plead, 11 0 Shaikhs, (shew) 
a lit lie commiseration, for I am in tort tire through 
this shameless incapable (servant;/* 

That which the ass experienced of pain and torture— 
the land-bird suffers ip no inundation.® 

Then the wretched ass from excessive hunger turned 
from side to aide that night till dawn. 

The day brute, (and) at dawn the servant came; he 
Boon sought the pack-saddle, and put it on the (ass 1 *) 
back. 

Like a dealer in asses he gave him two or three 
strokes: his treatment of the ass was such as behoved 
such a cur. 

The ass was stirred up by the sharpness of the sting; 
what tongue lias the ass to describe hia own condition? 11 

The caravan travellers think that the ass is ill. 

When the had mounted and set off, the ass did 
nothing but fall on (hie) face even - momenta 

Every moment the people raised hi in; all of them 
thought him ill. 

One twisted his ears violently ; another looked for a 
gad-fly under his palate.” 

I Still) another sought for a stone in his shoe { (and) 
another (again) looked for dirt in his eves.® 1 

They spoke out, (saying), 4i 0 Shaikh, Irani what is 
this ? Did you not say yesterday, 1 Thanks bo to God, 
this ass Is strong p ? 11 

He answered* " That ass which last night swallowed 
+ Lfi haul/ can get on only in this fashion. 
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Since the ass*s food last night was ' Ls haul/—since 
he was lost night a praiser of God, to-day he ib 
( engaged) in prostration,” * 

People for the most part are eaters of men; seek not 
security from their salutations," 

The hearts of all are a demon's abode ; accept not 
the deceitful words of demoniacal men. 

Tie who swallows l+ Lii haul JP from a demon’s mouth, 
will fall like that ass on his head in the {good ) fight,** 

Whoever in the world swallows the imposture of 
Satan, and the (false) respect and deceit of an enemy 
who shews as a friend,— 

On the Path of Islam, (and) on the bridge Surat 
will fall on his head through bewilderment like the 
ass." 

Take eare yon listen not to the blandishments of a 
false friend; do not walk on the earth in fancied 
security, (hut) lonk out for snares. 

See a hundred thousand demons reciting il La haul,” 
0 Adam, in the serpent behold Satan, 1 ® 

(Each of these demoniacal ones) utters deceitful 
words and says to you, Bi 0 my beloved friend,” m m 
order that he may etrip the skin off his friend like a 
butcher. 

Ho utters deceitful words m order that ho may etrip 
your skin off: alas for him who tastes opium from 
enemies ! ^ 

He puttf his head on your foot; like a butcher he 
uses false words for the purpose of miserably shedding 
your blood. 
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You, like a lion t taka your prey yourself; do not 
desire the blandishment:; of stranger or of relative. ,ty 

Consider the regard and attention of the mean as (those 
of) the (monastery) servant; friendlessness is better 
then (to receive) the blandishments of the worthless. 

Do not settle in the land of others; do your own 
business, not that of a stranger. 1-1 

Who is the stranger? your earthy body, on account 
of which come (all) your grief and trouble. 

So long as you give the body rich food, you will not 
see any fatness in your real essence (the spirit). 

If the body be covered with musk, 11 *—on the day 
of death its evil smell will be manifesto 

Do not put must on the body, (but) apply it to the 
heart. What is musk ? It U the pure name o! the 
Lord of glory. 1 * 

The hypocrite puts musk upon his body, and puts 
his spirit, at tho bottom of a dust-heap. 

On his tongue is the name of God, and in his soul 
&re evil smells (arising) from his impious thoughts,** 

The praise of God from him is as plants upon a 
mound of dujt: it is (as) roses and lilies upon a dung- 
heap. 

Those plants are there assuredly os things taken 
temporarily from their proper place; the place of those 
roses is the convivial meeting and (the abiding place 
of) Joy™ 

”Good women come to good men”; there is (also in 
the text), 41 bad women (are) for tod men; ”—take you 
heed.'* 


TEXT 


27 


Do not cherish malice, (for) those whom malice 
loads astray—their graves are placed by tbs side of 
tie malicious. 1 * 

The origin of malic* is hell, and your malice is a 
part of that whole, and an enemy to your religion. 1111 

if you are a part of heil T then bear in mind (that) 
the part settles towards Us whole* 

And if, 0 you of good fame, you are a part of paradise, 
you will have permanent pleasure through paradise. 

The bitter is assuredly joined to those who are 
bitter; how can false words be associated with the 
true? 111 

You, 0 brother, are only thought; {as regards} the 
rest (of you), you are merely bone and fibre, 111 

If your thought is a rose, you are a rose-garden; and 
if it is a thorn, yon are fuel for the furnace. 

If you are noBo-water* they put you on their head and 
bosom; and if you are as urine they throw you out. 

See the trays in front of perfumer-grocera,—how the 
latter put kind and kind together : 

Mingling together articles of one kind with those of 
the same, and bringing out a charm through this 
homogeneity. 

If lentils should get miied with their pieces of sugar, 
they separate them from each other one by one. 

The trays broke, and the souls were scattered : good 
and bad were mingled with one another. 113 

God sent prophets with (inspired) leaves, that He 
might separate these (different) grains from cine another 
on the tray* 11 
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Before this, it® were one great community; no on$ 
knew whether we were good or bad. 

InJae coin and true were (equally) current in the 
world, since it was ail night, and we were as travellers 
in the night. 

Until the Sun of the prophets arose, and said, 

Begone you who are alloyed ; you who are true come 
(forth)! 

I lie eye knows how to distinguish between colours ; 
the eye knows rubies and common stones-" 4 

The eye knows the gem, and (it knows) bits of straw 
and dust ■ for that (reason) bits of straw and dust prick 
the eye. 1u 

These persistent forgers of coin are enemies of tile 
day; (but) those pieces of gold fresh from the mine are 
lovers of the day, 1 " 

(They are lovers of it) because the day is the mirror 
which makes (the pare gold) known; so that the 
11 sshrafr 11 receives honour from the day.*** 

For that reason God entitled the Resurrection " the 
Iky'’ : the day shews the beauty of red and yellow, u» 

Therefore, in truth, the day is (a symbol of) the mind 
of the saints; (but) die day in comparison with their 
moon is like the shade.'* 

Consider day as the reflection of the secrets (of the 
turn cl) of the man of God; and night, the veiler of eyes, 
os the reflection of the veiling of him. 1 * 1 

For that reason God said, '*% the early morning?" 

Now " the early morning’’ is the Light of Muhammad’s 
mind. 1:1 
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(There is}another explanation (given) that the Friend 
(of Muhammad) meant (literally) this early morning, for 
tha reason tliat this (latter) is even also the reflection 
of him. 1 ” 

For otherwise it is unfitting (for God) to swear by 
a transitory thing: how can the transitory indeed be 
worthy ol Gad's speech ? 

From the Friend (of God came the words), "I fore 
not (god*) irhich *et” lal Then how could the Lord of 
the worlds (incline to and) intend the transitory ? 

That Friend said, “ I fore not (gods) which tet” How 
(then) could the glorious Lord intend the transitory 
by this (oath) ? 

Again, "By the night” (means) the veiling of him, 
through that earthy, dark tody of his. ,lS 

When hie Sun arose in the Sky, it said to the night 
of (his) body , “ Behold, He has not abandoned you” ”* 

Union was gained after the essence of affliction ; the 
words, “He ha* not con reived hatred," are expressive of 
the sweetness of it 14 * 

Every expression, indeed, is the indication of a certain 
condition: 1 " the condition is as the hand, and the 
Gipresslon is an instrument. 

The goldsmith's tools in the shoemaker’s hands are 
like grain sown in sand. 

And the shoemaker’s tools with the husbandman are 
like (chopped) straw before the dog, nnd bones before 
the ass. 

The assertion, “lam Cod” on the lips of Mansur was 
the light (of truth); the words, “ / am GW," on the Ups 
of Pharaoh were a lie. 1 ® 
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The rod in the hand of Moses was a witness (to his 
troth); m the ennhanter'a hand the rod was a thing of 
no avail. 

For this reason Jesus did not teach the person who 
accompanied him that Name of God. 

For he could not understand it, and would attribute 
imperfection to the instrument. 1 * Strike clay with flint, 
and when will sparks fly ? 

The hand and the instrument are like flint and steel: 
a pair is indispensable j a pair is the condition of birth. 

Tie who is without associate and with out inatnuaent 
is One ■ in number there is doubt but that One b with¬ 
out any doubt . 341 

He who believes in two, he who believes in three, and 
ho who believes in more than these,—they are all 
assuredly agreed as to one. 1 * 

When strabism has been put off, they will become 
alike: the believers in two or in three will be believers 
in One. 

If you are a believer in One in the (polo)-field of 
(devotion to) Him, (then) spin round fas a ball) in His 
polo-Btbk, 1 ® 

Tlie ball la then perfect and without defect when it 
dances at the stroke of the King's hand . m 

Listen with intelligence, you who squint, to these 
(words): apply a remedy to (your) eyes by way of 
(your) ears, 1 * 

Many (are the) pure words (which) do not rest in 
blind hearts, but go (back) to the source of light 

(Whilst) those spoils of the demon fit into crooked 
hearts as a crooked shoe fits u crooked foot* 
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Though you dwell upon theosophy, it keeps clear of 
yon when you are unfit. 

And though you write and annotate upon it; and 
though you boast (of your knowledge of it) and com¬ 
ment upon it; 

It withdraws its face from you, O disputant; it breaks 
its bonds and flees from yom w 

(Whereas) if you do not read, and Knowledge sees 
your ardour, it may become as a bird trained to your 
hand,. 

It does not rest with any incompetent person, even aa 
a peacock (rests not) in the rustic's abode. 

The King finds (his) falcon in the house of a decrepit 
old itoman, 

Knowledge is not the falcon winch fled from the 
King towards a decrepit old woman who was sifting 
flour. 

In order to cook a “ tutirulj n for her children . 117 She 
bow thru beautiful falcon ol good breed. 

She lied its little feet, and clipped its wings; she cut 
its daws, and gave it (chopped) straw for food. 

She said, u Incapable people have not kept you in 
proper order: your wings have got inordinately big s 
and your claws (too) long. 

The hand of every incapable person makes you ill* 
Come to (your) mother so that she may tend you.** 

Look upon the fool's friendship, ruy companion, as of 
this kind, because be always walks awry upon the 
road. 1 * 
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In Ilia search (for the falcon) the King's day turned 
to night, (At last) he came towards the old woman and 
(her) hut 

He suddenly saw the falcon in smoke and dust; the 
King wept bitterly over it and Lamented. 

M Although/ said he, +H this is the requital of your 
conduct in not being true to fidelity to me. 

Why do you settle in hell after paradise* heedless of 
the Text, 1 The eompaniojis of the fire (and those of 
paradise) are not ejwoZ/ 1 * 

This Is a fit return for him who perversely and un¬ 
reasonably flees to an old woman's house from the King 
who knows (your condition and needs)/' 

The falcon rubbed its feathers against the King's 
hand: without a tongue it said, +l I have committed a sin. 

(But) to whom can the vile then ciy p before whom 
can Lhey lament, if You, 0 generous One. accept nothing 
but good ? 

The King's grace makes the soul incline to eln, 
because the King makes good of every evil/ 1 

Go, do not evil, for (even) our good acts are ugly in 
the sight of our beautiful (Beloved )/ 40 

You have thought your service worthy and fitting; 
through that you have raised the standard of aim 

Since you have the privilege and custom of praise 
and prayer, your heart 1ms become deluded by pride no 
account of that prayer- 

You have considered ytmr&eil in harmony with God™ 
How many a one falls apart (from Him) through this 
opinion! 
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Though the King sit with you upon the ground t 
know yourself, and behave your best, 14 * 

The falcon said, "O Kin g n I am repentant; I turn 
towards Yon in repentance, and am again a Muslim. 

He whom You intoxicate, and embolden with wine ] 13 
'—if through intoxication he walk awry, accept his plea 
for pardon. 

Though my claws have gone,—since Yon are with 
me, I will tearaway the fore-lock of the sum 14 * 

And though my wings have gone F ^smca You favour 
mo* the sky will shew no play before my play. 111 

If You give me a belt, I will tear up mountains ; lM if 
You give me a plume, I will break standards. 143. 

After all, my body is not leas than that of a gnat: 
I would convulse the sovereignty of Nimrod with my 
wings, 1 * 1 

Take me to be a swift in weakness ; and take every 
enemy of mine to be na an elephant— 

If I throw a burnt ball m no larger than a grain, my 
ball in its action will be as that of a hundred balUstas. 

Although the Bton.es (I throw) are no larger than 
chick peas, still in the contest, they would leave neither 
head nor helmet (intact)* 

Moses came to the contest with one staff, and (success¬ 
fully) attacked Pharaoh and his swords. 

Every prophet, by himself who has knocked at that 
Door, 141 has been able to cope alone with the whole 

WOrld r 

When Noah asked Him for a sword, the waves of the 
Flood took the sword's nature by His command /' m 
C 
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What indeed, O llutmmmad, is the army of the earth 
(to you)? See the moon in the aty. and split its 
forehead; “* 

In order that the ignorant astronomers may know 
that this cycle is yours. (and) not that of the moon, 1 * 1 

It is your cycle, for Moses, tho Interlocutor (of 
God), 1 * constantly longed to be in this age of yours. 

Since Moses saw the brilliancy of your age, in which 
the morning of Revelation dawned, 1 ** 

lie said, " O lord, what age of divine mercy is that! 
(In that nge) there is more than mercy: in it there is 
(actual) Vision. 1 * 7 . 

Plunge your Moses through the seas (of ages), and 
bring him up in the age of Muhammad." 

God answered, “Fur that purpose have I given you 
that view, 0 Moses; for that purpose have I opened 
the road for you to that (divine) comm union (of 

Muhnmmad’a),"® 

For (in reality) you are of that age (even) in this 
age, 0 Interlocutor; stretch out (your) lega, for this 
carpet is long.'^ 

l am generous: 1 show bread to my slave, in order that 
desire (of it) may cause that living creature to weep. 1 ® 

The mother ruljs the nose of an infant (of here), in 
order that it may awoke and seek some nourishment. 

For it may have gone to sleep hungry and unaware 
(of that condition); and those tiro breasts tingle in 
her through (her) affection (for the infant). 

' I teat 0 treasure, a hidden merey; to J tent out a 
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All noble gifts which. you. are strenuously seeking 
—He (first) shewed you (them), so that yea coveted 
them, 181 

How many idob has Muhammad broken in the world, 
that Communities might pray to the (One. True) 
Lord l m 

Had it not been for the efforts of Muhammad, yoti 
a!so h like your ancestors, would ho worshipping idols. 

If you speak, speak (your) thanks for this deliverance, 
in order that he may deliver you also from (your) 
internal idols 

You have turned (your) head away from thanks for 
the religion, for the reason that you have received it 
as a gratuitous inheritance from (your) father. 

How should a man who inherits know the value of 
property? A Rustam 1 * 1 strains himself to death (in 
acquiring wealth), and Z&h (hie father), inherits (it) 
gratuitously. 

*' When I make a person weep, my mercy is excited; 
that weeper and crier (then) tastes my bounty, 1 " 

If I do not wish to give, I do not indeed show him 
(any object of desire); but when I have made him 
distressed, I bring him joy. 

My mercy is dependent upon that bitter weeping: 
when he weeps waves arise from the Sea of mercy. ?p 

Shaikh Ahmad, the son of Khizruyaf* buy* £i hattd " «■ 
for his creditors m the inspiration of God most High. 

There was a Shaikh who was always in debt through 
the generosity for which he waa famous. 1,1 
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He incurred countless debts with the great (and 
rich), (and) spent (the money) pa the poor of the world. 

He had also built a monastery by debt (incurred)— 
ho had bestowed energy, money, and the monastery 
(lor the love of God). 

God used to pay hie debts from every quarter. For 
" L the Friend Ti God turned sand into flour.** 

The Prophet has said, li Two augels continually utter 
the (following) prayer in the streets : m 

'O God, give a (worthy) successor to the lavish. 
And 0 God, give destruction to the miserly/ IT171 

(This applies) especially to that lavish man who 
expends his life: who sacrifices his throat to God. 

Like lehmael, presents his throat- the knife (then) 
can do his throat no harm ,T? 

Therefore in this respect the martyrs awe alive and 
happy; lTI do not look (simply) at the body as an infidel 
(would). 

For (God) Las given them eternal life as a return 
(for their sel(sacrifice): a life free from grief, pain, 
and misery, 

The indebted Shaikh continued this practice for 
years: he took (from some), and gave (to others), like 
a business agent. 

He went on flowing seeds until the day of death, 
so that he might be on the day of death a glorious lord T 

Whom the Shaikh's life reached fits) end: when 
he mw so himself the signs of death. 

His creditors fiat all together around Mm -—whilst 
the Shaikh was softly melting away like a candle. 
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The creditors had become hope less and morose; 
(anil) the pain of (their) hearts was added to the pain 
of (hi&) lungs/ 1 * 

The Shaikh said (to himself), M See these suspicious 
people ! Has not Cod four hundred gold dinars ? ** m 

(At that time) a boy cried fc+ balvfi n outside (the house): 
he boasted of the u hahA H in the hope of 11 ding */ 1in 

The Shaikh nodded to (his) servant to go and buy the 
whole of the " halva ; " 

(Thinking to himself) that when his creditors should 
eat the "halva, 11 they would pot p fora (short) tirue, look 
so bitterly at him. 

The servant Immediately went out to the door hi 
order to buy all the Ll halves 11 from the boy. 

He said to him, “For how much will you sell the 
'halva' in a Iump? T?iri The boy answered, “Hall a 
4 dlnSr * and a few odd coins/ 1 

He rejoined, M No! Do not mk too much from ^uHs; 
I will give yon half a 4 dinar'—say no more/ 1 

The boy put the tray before the Shaikh.—See (now 
something of) the mysterious secrets of the ShaikhJ"® 

lie made a sign to the creditors, signifying, 14 Behold 
this food is an offering; cat and enjoy it; I give it 
you/ 1. 

When the tray was empty the boy took it He said, 
14 Give me the money, 0 wise man/ 1 

Tb e Shai kh answered, 11 whence can I get money ? I am 
n debtor, (and) I am on the way (too) to inexistence/ 1 m 

The boy through griei cant the t my upon the ground ; 
he raised lamentations and wept and sobbed. 
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The boy wept, with criers of distress at die imposition ; 
be said, u Would that both iny legs had been broken 
(eo that I had not come to this place)! 

Would tliat I had wandered about a bath fireplace; m 
and that I bad not passed the door of this monastery ? 

Parasite 3u£fs, fopd of (\ dainty) morsels! Dogs in 
heart whn wash their faces like cate 1 *' 141 

Prnm the boy s outcry people of all sorts collected 
there , lH and a crowd gathered round the boy, 

■ The boy) came up to the Shaikh and said, 11 0 liarsh 
Shaikh, know for certain that mv master will beat me to 
death/* 1H 

If I go to him empty-handed, lie will kill me Do 
you sanction (this) ? 51 

And the creditors too, with strong disbelief (in the 
Shaikh), turned their faces towards him, (and asked) 
what was (the meaning of) this trick, 

“ \ have/ 1 said they, sL consumed our property; you 
bear (to the future state) our grievances (against yon); 
for what reason (then) was this other wrong sui>er- 
added?" 

Till afternoon prayers the boy wept- the Shaikh 
closed hie eyes, and did not look at him. 

The Shaikh heedless of harsh words and opposition, 
had drawn his face under the coverlet like the moon/* 

Happy in eternity without beginning, happy in death, 
rejoicing—careless of blame and of the words of high 
and low. 

He iu whose face the Beloved sweetly 1 * 7 smiles,—what 
injury can he suffer from the sourness of face of others ? 
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He- whose eyes the Beloved kisses,—how can be sailer 
from the Sky mad its anger? 1 * 

On a moonlight, night when the moon in above 
41 SimSi,™ ™ wliat does it care lor dogs and their 
barking? 

The dog accomplishes its function; (and) the moon 
fulfils its office of diffusing light by its face, 1 " 

Everyone accomplishes hia own little business; the 
water does not lose its purity through a bit of stick or 
straw, 1 * 1 

The bit of stick or straw floats inconspicuously llQ on 
the surface of the water; the pure water flows on calm 
and undisturbed, i!H 

Mustafa 1 * 1 cleaves the moon at midnight; and BA 
Lahab IK through malice talks nonsense. 

Can the dog's bark ever reach the moon's ear— 
especially a Moon which is the elect of God ? m 

The king drinking till dawn on the banka of a 
stream, (and) in ecstasy with music, is unaware of the 
croaking of frogs. 

The division of the boys claim among them would 
have been only a few "dings M ; but the influence of 
the Shaikh's mind prevented that generosity: 

So that nobody might give anything to the boy.— 
The power of “‘Fir* p * is greater even than this. 1 " 

(The time of) afternoon prayers came on T (when) 
a servant arrived with a tray in (his) hand from n man 
generous as Hat i in : l * 

A man of wealth and means, who sent the Fir a 
present, being aware of his case. 
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Four hundred ^dinars, 11 (and) on the aide of the 
tray another half "tiTnfir ” in a piece of paper. 

The sen-ant approached and showed honour to the 
Shaikh t and put the tray before the incomparable 
Shaikh. 

When (the Shaikh) □□ veiled the face of the tray, 1 ® 
the people beheld that miracle of his, 

Sigha and groans at once arose from all, (whilst they 
said) p fcl 0 chief of Shaikhs and Kings of the Path, what 
(miracle) is this ? 

What mystery is this,, what predominant power again 
is this,®* 0 lord of the lords of mystery 7 

We did not know; pardon us; moat rambling (and 
senseless) indeed are the words which have escaped m 

We who blindly hit about with staSs shall necessarily 
break lamps® 1 

We, like deaf people, without having heard a single 
address, from our own (mere) conjecture give answer 
in idle and inapplicable words. 

We have not taken counsel from Moses, who was 
shamed by unbelief in KhW ; M 

(Unbelief) notwithstanding he had such eyes as 
reached the heights: (such eyes) that the light of them 
penetrated the heavens.® 3 

Through folly, 0 Moees (of the time), have the eyes 
of a mill-mouse opposed your eyes,” 104 

The Shaikh answered, "All that talk and babble 1 
forgive: 1 make it no wrong against you*** 

The secret of this (matter) was that I petitioned God ; 
He necessarily showed me the right path. 
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He said, “Although that “dinar 51 is little, still (the 
return of) it is dependent upon the clamour (and 
lamentation) of the boy.™ 

Until the confectioner-boy weep, the sea df (My) 
mercy is not agitated/ ,f 

The boy, 0 brother, is the pupil of your eye: ** know 
well that (the object of) your desire is dependent upon 
your Lamentation. 

If you wish that that robe of honour should come 
to you, then make the pupil of your eye weep over 
your body,** 

A certain person warns an ascetic to weep hut little lest 
he bseome Hind. 

To an ascetic a companion of hie in the practice of 
religion md, “Weep but little in order that your eyes 
may not suffer injury/ 1 

The ascetic answered„ “The matter lies not outside 
of two >falternatives): the eye sees or sees not the Beauty 
(of God). 

If it see the Light of God h what source of regret is 
there (in the loss of it)? In union with God how un¬ 
important nre the two eyes! 

And if it see not Goth—say* 'Let It go! Let bo 
miserable an eye be blind! * ” m 

Do not trouble about the eyes when that Jesus is 
yours; 1 ™ do not go to the left, in order that he may 
give you two right eyes.* 1 

The Jesus of your spirit is present with you; “* ask 
help of it, for it is an excellent helper. 
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But do not every moment charge the heart of Jesus 
with the troubles of a body which ia full of hones; — 

As did that fool whom we have mentioned in the 
Story for the sake of the righteous. 

Do not eeek from your Jesus that your body should 
live; do not ask of your Moses (the gratification of} 
the desire of a Pharaoh,"* 

Put the thought and care of living but little on your 
heart : 914 your sustenance will not fall short; attend 
you at the Court (of God}."* 

This body is a tent for the spirit; or it is Like an 
Ark for Noah. 

When the Turk is (thnra), he will find a tent - , 
especially when he is a holv man of the Court (of 
God}. 117 


The completion of the Story of the coming (o life of ths 
hones on the prayer of Jesut — On him be pear,-.' 

Jesus uttered the Name of God over the bones, 
because of that young man's entreaty. 

For that silly man the command of God gave life to 
the bones under the form to which they had belonged. 41 ’ 

(Immediately) a black lion sprang forth; it gave 
him a stroke (and) destroyed him.* 1 * 

It tom his head and the bruins were immediately 
scatteredthe inside of a nut (rather), for in him 
there were no brains. 

If he had had brains,®* the rending of him would 
have been an injury only to his body. 
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Jesus said to it, "Why did you strike him (bo) 
hastily?" (The lion) answered, “Because you were 
disturbed by him. 7 ' 

Jesus said, “Why did you not drink the man's 
blood ? 11 (The lion) answered, " la (God's) apportion¬ 
ment I had no (further) allowance of food. 71 m 

How many a person like that furious lion has left the 
world without having eaten his prey! m 

His allot Led portion (is) not (oven) a straw, and his 
cupidity (is) like a mountain: he lias acquired means, 
(but) he has no means (of using, or profiting by 
them). 

O God, who have made it easy for ue to do gratuitous 
and profitless work in the world, (we pray You) deliver 
us (from it),** 1 

(A thing) appears (as) bait to us, and it is (really) a 
snare; show it to us oven aa it {really) is . m 

The Hon said, 111 0 Jesus, that prey was simply for the 
sake of a warning to (people). 

(For) if any sustenance had been for me still in the 
world > what business should I have had with the 
dead?"** 

This £a the merited punishment of him who finds 
pure water, and like an ass foolishly and wantonly stales 
in the stream* 1 * 

If the ass knew the value of that stream, he would 
put his head in it instead of his feet, 

(When the man) finds bo great a prophet (as Jesus): 
s Lord of the Water (of Life), a Maintainor of 
life,— 
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(is it) he dies not before him, saying, " 0 Lord of 
me through the command, 

^ care you desire not the dog, your carnal soul, 

be; living, for it his been the enemy of vour rational 
soul from of old. 

Duet be on the head of the bone which prevents the 
dog from hunting the rational soul f «• 

(if) you are not a dog, why are you enamoured of 
bones? Why like a leech are you in love with 
blood ? * 

What (kind of) 6310 is that which has not sight? 
vr ich suffers only disgrace ivlien submit Led to 
trials ? 

Sometimes there is error in opinions,—but what 
kind ol opining is it which comes blind from its 
journey ? 1,1 

0 eye, you wail over others; sit down awhile and 
wail over yournelf - m 

(Because) the branch grows green and fresh from 
the weeping cloud ; because the candle becomes brighter 
iroia weeping. 

Wherever they are wailing sit you there- for it ie 
more fitting (indeed) for yeu to moan and sob. 

Because they are in grief for the loss of the transitory 
and are heedless of the ruby of the permanent, fresh 
from the mine® 

Because the stamp of servile imitation is a fetter on 
the heart; "‘—go, and with tears wear away that 
fetter. 
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Because servile imitation is the bane of all good; 
servile imitation is (bat) a straw, if it is (even Uke) 
a solid mountain. 3 * 4 

If a blind man is burly and i irascible, consider him 
(but) a piece of fteah, since he has no eyes. 

If the senile imitator apeak words finer than a hair, 
that head of hie has no knowledge of the words.™ 

He has some intoxication from hie own words, but 
between him and the Wine®' there is a good distance. 

He is like the river-bed :** it itself does not drink 
any water, but the water passes from it to the water- 
drinkers. 

The water does not rest in the river-bed, because 
the river-bed is not thirsty or a drinker of water. 

Lika the reed-flute 130 he moans and laments ; 5itf but 
he aims only at finding a market/* 1 

The servile imitator in (hie) words ie (only like) a 
hired mourner: that wicked man's idea 31 * is nought 
but covetousness.* 1 * 

The hired mourner utters impassioned words ; but 
where is there passion of heart and a pure skirt ? m 

Between him who has the truth and the senile 
imitator there are differences (Indeed); for the former 
is like David,and the other is (only) an echo. 

The Bounce of the former's words is impassioned 
feeling; but the servile imitator is (only) a picker up 
of old (teaching). 511 

Take care you be not deluded by those plaintive 
words. The load is on the ox arid the wagon moans, Ifr 
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The servile imitator also in not debarred from reward : 
the hired mourner lias his reward in due measure, 

The unbeliever and the believer utter the name of 
God ; But between the two there in a good difference'. 

That beggar u&ea the name of God for the sake of 
bread; the pious man utters it from his very soul. 

H the beggar knew anything of the word ha utters, 
neither less would remain before Lis eyes nor more / 11 

For years that beggar of bread utters God's name: 
Eike an &ss he bears the Qur'an for the sake of chopped 
straw."* 

If the words qn his lips had shone in his heart, 
bis body would have become aa motes.* 1 * 

To utter the name of a demon is effective in 
sorcery ; ” l you gain a mite by (uttering) the name 
of God!** 

A peasant strokes a Uon in the dark, 
thinking that it is his ox, 

A peasant fastened an ox in the stable, a lion eat 
bis ox, and sat in its plate. 

The peasant went into the stable towards the ox: 
that prior into corners 111 sought the ox at night. 

He stroked the lion's limbs, its back and side_ 

sometimes above and sometimes below. 

The lion said, M If the light were increased, he would 
be terrified, (and) his heart would die within him. 11 * 

He strokes me thus boldly for the reason that in 
this (dark) night he thinks me the ox,"** 
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God aujs h i4 0 blind deluded one, ivas not (Mount) 
Sinai broken to pieces through my Name ? m 

‘And if ice had sent doicn the Bock to the mountain . 
it t could hate been broken to pieces then sc pa rated 7 
and then it wowld hure removal** 777 

If Mount TJIjudkid had knowledge of Me r f l it 
would have been broken to pieces and its heart would 
have died within it" 

You have heard this from your father and mother; 
(and) consequently yon engage with it in a heedless 
manner, “ 

If you should gain knowledge of it without senile 
imitation, from its beauty and graciousnesa you would 
become traceless like a voice from heaven.** 1 

Hear the Story (which follows) as a warning, in order 
that you may know the evils of servile imitation. 


Some Sufis sell the animal of a traveller for (the 
expenses of) the At smnd\ lim 

A $uit arrived at a monastery from a journey ; he 
took Ids animal and led it to the stable. 

He gave it a little water and some fodder with his 
own hand—(he wmih) not such a Sufi as we have before 
spoken of.*" 

He took precautions for it against neglect and reck* 
less inattention; — (but) when God's providential 
appointment cornea, of what use are precautions ? ** 

The $dffa were morally deficient*" and poor :— 
IF Poverty falls not far short of including infidelity 
which destroys™*** 
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0 rich man, you wb are sated, take ear® you laugh, 
not at the moral obliquity of the wretched poor man. 

Through their moral deficiency*® that ?EJET herd—all 
o! them—took up the business of ass-selling. 

For In a case of necessity the canonically unclean 
becomes, lawful ;**■—many a wrong act becomes right 
through necessity. 

Without the slightest delay they sold the little ass; 
they procured dainties and lighted up candles (with 
the money received ) H 

Loud cries arose in the monastery—'* Tonight," they 
said, M are daintier and appetite, and music and the 
dance. 

Hnw long is our patience to conSinue? How long 
are these {fastsof) three days 1 duration to last? How 
long is this wallet-bearing to continue? How long this 
mendicancy to go on ? 

We also are human beings, and have a soul. To-night 
we have good fortune (as) our guest." 

In this (particular) they sowed the seed of error, that 
they thought that which is not soul, soul. 

And the traveller on hia part was fatigued by a long 
journey, and saw with pleasure that good fortune and 
lurury. 

The each in turn, were pleasant and obliging 
to him: they played the game m of (conferring) kind 
services upon him. 

When he eaw their hind feeling for him, he said, 
" U I do not make merry to-night,, when (should 1 do 
so")? 
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They eat the daintier and began the- music and 
dmve the monastery was filled with fumes and duet 
to the ceiling. 

The tumm of the kitchen, and the dust o! the 
dancing Inspired by thsir ardent yearning and 
ecstasy* 0 were mingled together.*' 

Sometimes they threw their emu shout and danced; 
sometimes they swept the , ‘*nih’ twl (with their fore¬ 
heads) in religious pros! rat torn 

The $uft gains (only) at bug intervale the gratifica¬ 
tion of hi" greed ; for that reason the SuE is a great 
eater. 

Except perhaps that Safi who from the Light of 
God has eaten his fiU'he is free from the disgrace 
of knocking (at doors).*™ 

Out of thousands a few (only) are of this description 
of Safi; the remaining ones live (supported) by the 
felicitous fort tine of these few,** 

When the religious music had passed from beginning 
to end, the musician commenced a loud measure, 

And began (tosing), “The ass has gone* the ns# haa 
gone l " making all participate in his ardent excitement. 

In this ardent excitement they (continued) dancing 
till dawn, clapping their hands (and singing), "The 
ass has gone, the ass has gone, my son ! Wf 

That ^iiE (also) in the same way* in servile imitation* 
began (to sing) with deep emotion, “The ass has 
gone! M 

When that enjoyment, excitement, music, and 
dancing were over, day earn?, and all said, H Farewell 3 11 
D 
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The monastery became empty r and die [alone) 
remained. Thai traveller shook off the duM from (his) 
baggage. 

He brought the baggage from (hiflj cell, in order that 
he, that meeker of feBow-travellera/' 1 might fasten it 
on the ass. 

He hastened in order to join fellow-t tn veil era; lie 
want into the stable, but did not find hi* ass. 

He said (to himself), iL The eemmi baa taken him 
to the water, because the ass drank but little water last 
night, 11 

The servant came, (and) the ufl said, " Where is 
the asa?” The servant answered, "Look m your 
l>eard ! 11 ri Then arose a contest. 

He said, " I entreated the ass to you; I made you 
caretaker of the asa. 

Restore that which I gave you; give back that which 
1 sent ynnJ■” 

Discuss the matter reasonably and do not cavil; 
consign again to me that which I entrusted to you. 

The Prophet has said, 'Whatever your hand has 
taken must ultimately be given back again/ ** 

And if through contumacy you are not satisfied with 
this, come let us go to the house of the canon 
judge/* 

(The servant) rejoined, lf I was overpowered ; the 
Stiffs attacked [me), and I was in fear for my life. 

You throw a hunch of liver, lungs and heart before 
cats, and (then) you seek a truce of il f 
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A bread -cake ww atuougat 3 hundred liuugn (men}; 
a sorry starved cm before l hundred dogs ! 11 

The 8ufl said, + ' 1 will admit that they took if from 
you by violence mul oppression ; (and by doing so) 
aimed at the life of me h poor wretch/— 

(Bnt it i* strange) you mine not and Kid nor to me, 

They are taking avmy your nm t hapless man 1 * 

®° 1 niiglit have released the sag from whomever 

had it; or r failing that, they might have shared money 
of mine (amongst themselves to the value of ir, and 
restored h to me). 

A hundred expedient* were (possible) when they were 
present, hot now each one has gone to a different 
region. 

Whom can l seize? whom van 1 lake before the 
judge? This judgment haw come upon me absolutely 
through you, 5 ™ 

Why did you not come and say to me, * O Rtniuger, 
so terrible mi act nt oppression has occurred ? T11 

! the servant) answered, “ By AIM ! I came fie vend 
rimes to acquaint you with this affair;— 

(But) you went on saying, ‘The ass has gone, my 
son i and with more zest than all those who said it. 

I wem hack (thinking), 1 He is really acquainted 
(with the fact): he is satisfied with this event. He is 
(of course) a wise (and sensible) man.'”” 1 

I he mtJ said, 11 They all cried it (so) joyously that 
I also conceived pleasure in crying it 

(My) servile imitation of them bus mined me'—two 
hundred eurees he on that imitation!— 
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Especially (on) imitation of such profitless (wretches)* 
who betrayed their honour for the sake of food. 

The reflection of the zest of that company was east 
upon me* anti this heart of mine became full of Eest 
frnin this reflect ion." 

Reflection from excellent friends is necessary until yon 
become, without reflection, a drawer of water from the 
Sea.™ 

The reflection which is first cast—take it to be 
(gniy) imitation: (but) when it has come repeatedly 
it becomes the (independent) ascertainment of the 
Truth.™ 

Do not separate from the friends™ until “tafcqtq B1 
has accrued; do not break from the shell until that drop 
of water bus become a pearl.™ 

If you wish your eyes, your intellect, and your ears to 
be pure, (then) tear the curtains of greed/* 

Because that servile imitation of the ^ulT (which came 
from greed) shut out his intellect from the shining 
Mghk 

Greed for the dainties, greed for that pleasure, and 
for the music and dance, prevented his intellect from 
knowing {the faetsj, 

H greed should arise in the mirror, that mirror in 
falseness would be like he,™ 

U the balance had greed for wealth, how could it 
truthfully describe the facts of the Caee?*® 

Every prophet has said to the people with a true and 
guileless heart: “ I do not desire from you reward for 
my (divine) message,** 
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1 am a noad-guide ; God is He who buys of you: 1,1 
God has given me the office of broker as regards both 
mansions .*® 1 

What is the reward for my work ? Tlie sight of the 
Friend; although indeed Abu Bakr may give (me; forty- 
thousand 1 dinars/ m 

His forty-thousand 1 dinars 1 are not my reward : how 
can the pear] of 'Aden be like glass beads? 1 " m 

I will tell you a Story 1 : listen to it with intelligence* 
in order that you may know that greed is n lock upon 
the ears. 

Whoever has greet] becomes a stutterer - when there 
is greed how can the eyes of the heart become bright? ™ 

The idea of rank and gold before hie eyes is even as 
a hair in his eye. 

Except perhaps (in the case of) the intoxicated 
person*** who ts ftill of God :—though you give him 
treasures he is £ree” r 

Whoever has shared in the vision (of God)—this 
world in his eyes has hccome (as) carrion. 

But that £flft was far from (the) intoxication (of divine 
love); and he was consequently' purblind in his greed. 

The (man who is) stnpified by greed may hear a 
hundred stories ■ but not a single point enters the ear 
of greed. 

The Judge * crier* proclaim un inmltenl round the to ten,. 

There was a person, an insolvent without house and 
effects, who was confined to prison and in unrelenting 
durance. 
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He uased ruthlessly to eat up the portion* of the 
prisoner*; through hUgreed he weighed like the “ Qstf ,h 
mountains** 1 on the people 1 * hearts 

No one had the courage to ea i a morsel of bread, 
because that snatcher of monels would boldly cany it 
off.™ 

Whoever is fur front the invitation of the Most 
Merciful—he is insatiable though he be a Sultan.*" 

(That prisoner) had put humane feeling under his 
foot; the prison had bec ome a hell through that snatcher 
of bread. 

If you dee in the hope of some relief, a calamity 
meets you on that side also*" 

Xo corner is withuui wild beasts except in the 
house of communion with God there is no rest.* 3 " 

So comer r*f that inevitable prison, the world, is 
exempt from guerdon to those who corne to you, and 
from mat-treading ** 

By Allflh l if you go even into a mouse-hole, you will 
be troubled by one who has claws tike a eat . m 

A man has fatness (and health) Iran his thought* if 
hi* thoughts are beautiful; 

But if his thoughts exhibit anything unpleasant, he 
melts away aw wax from a fire. 

If God keep you, with the thought* of the happy, 
amongst snakes and scorpions. 

The snakes and scorpions will be to you as familiar 
companions, because those thoughts are the alchemy 
which transmutes copper (into gold ), 
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Patience to bear and abstain is sweet through happy 
thoughts: (that is to say), when the thoughts of relief 
become present (to the mind).* 1 * 

That relief enters the mind from religions faith: 1 ' 
weakness of faith is sorrow and despair. 

Patience gains a crown from faith : w M Where there 
it no patience there it no faith" 

The Prophet has said, “ God has not given the Faith 
to anyone in whose nature there is no patience 11 ,lff 

A certain person, in your eyes, h like a snake: the 
same person, in the eyes of some other, is a picture (of 
beauty); flt 

Because in your mind there is the thought of Iris 
infidelity ; and in the mind of his friend there is the 
thought of his belief. 

For : indeed} in this one person both phases ,u are 
(found] : sometimes he is a fish, Sometimes a book. 1 * 

Half of him is a believer, half an infidel, half of 
him is greed, half of him, patience to bear and 
abstain . 111 

Your God has said, Ht And of you there it n believer ; fl 
(and) again, “of you there it <m infidel /'—such us an 
ancient Maglan. 1 ^ 

Like an ox his left side (may be) black, (and his) 
other aide (of) a moon-like white* 1 * 

Whoever sees the former half rejects hirn; whoever 
sees the latter, longs for him. 

Jo&ephp in his brothers’ eyes* (was) like an animal ; 
in the eyes of a Jacob he, the same, (was) like a 

nan" 
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Through the evil thoughts (of the brothers) the 
derivative epee and the true, invisible eyes saw (Joseph) 
as ugl f* w 

Consider the outer eyes as the shadow of these (inner) 
eyes:—whatever these latter see, those former turn to 
them. 1 " 

You ore of space, (but) your origin is in non-sparse * 
shut tip the former shop, and open the latter. 1 " 

Do not floe (to) the six-sides B because in sides there 
is the station of the six-valleys, and that station is 
check-mate, check-mate.** 

The prisoners complain of the insolvent to the Depultj- 

J urige. 

The prisoners made a complaint to die intelligent 
Deputy-Judge, 

(And said to him), Convey our salutations bow to 
the Judge, (and) explain the torture we suffer at the 
hands of this base man. 

(Say) he is perpetually fixed in this prison, —a gad¬ 
about trifler, a parasite, and a pernicious (wretch). 

In his impudence he is present like a Sty at all food 
without invitation, and without (even) a greeting. 

The food of sixty persons is a nothing to him ; he 
acts the deaf man if you say to him, h Enough ! 11 

The man imprisoned can rarely get a morael; “ L hut 
if with great ingenuity he manage to obtain some food / 71 

That man, whose throat is like hell, at once advances 
(adducing as) his argument that God has aaid* * Eat 
y*' m 
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We cry aloud for justice against such a famine of 
three years 1 duration, 1 *"—May the shadow of our ford 
remain for over! 

Either let that {gluttonous) buffalo leave the prison, 
or assign him no allowance of a morsel from a charitable 
foundation, 

O yon through whom both men and women are in 
happy state, give (ns) justice l it m you whom all 
invoke and call npon. ,p 

The excellent Deputy went to the Judge, (and) set 
forth the complaint in detail to him. 

The Judge summoned the man from the prison to 
his presence, (and) then made enquiries of his officers. 

Everything which that set of people had represented 
in the way of complaint was proved to the Judge. 

Tfae Judge said, "Get up and leave the prison 5 go 
to the house which is yours by inheritance.” “* 

He answered, H My (only) house and effects are your 
beneficence: as with an infidel your prison is my 
paradise. 111 

if you drive me away and expel me from the prison, 
I shall assuredly die of poverty and the hardships of 
beggary ” 

Like Satan who said, l+ 0 (Giver of) Immunity, 0 
my Lord , respite me till the Day of the ReeurreUion i m 

For I am pleased to be in this prison, the world, 
so that 1 may destroy my foe's posterity ; hJ 

(So that) whoever has a little food of faith, and as 
road-provisions has a single loaf,™— 
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I may seize the same, sometimes by craft, and some¬ 
times by deceit, eo that they may lament aloud in 
repent&nre ; 

Cso that) sometimes I may threaten them with 
[ioverty,, (and) sometimes fascinate their eyes with 
ringlets and moles."* m 

Iti this prison, the wo rid H the foot! of faith is scanty ; 
and that which does exist is in the (lasso Vi coils 
through the designs of this dog . 111 

If food of spirituality, such as prayer, fasting, and 
unbounded acts of humble submission ami demotion 
come (Eo Gods servant), he, (Satan), carries it off at 
once.** 

I seek refuge \rith God from Hie Solan : alu*\ ire 
ore thttroy&I by hi* overweening triekcdness. 

He Is one dog, hut he enters into thou sands (of 
P*°pk) ■ into whomsoever he enters—that person be- 
ttimes he , m 

W boever makes you cool (in devotion)—know that 
(Satan) is in him: the demon has herome hidden 
beneath hi* skin. 

W hen hr does not find a form (to cuter), he comes 
inir> your thoughts, so that he may cause those thoughts 
to draw you into sin. 

Sometimes (he inspires) thoughts of ease and leisure, 
and sometimes (of) business ; sometimes thoughts of 
learning, and sometimes (of) house and effects. 

Be warned and repeat 11 JU hauls M immediately, 
not only with (your) tongue, but from (your) very 
*ouL m 
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The conclusion of tht Story of the insolvent. 

The Judge eaid T M Make your insolvency clear (to 
m±) ' lie answered. "Beholds the prisoners ate (my) 
witnesses." 

He rejoined, "They would be open tn ana pi cion, since 
they flee from yon, and weep blood Ion account of your 
conduct). 

And they wish also to be delivered from you: 
through this self-interest they would give invalid 
testimony . 1 * 

All the people of the court said, "We also are 
witnesses of his ill-fortune and insolvency/* 

Whomever the judge questioned about his circuni- 
Btnnoes, said, “Wash your hands, mv hrd. of this 
insolvent/’ 

The Judge Rtiidl, 11 Take him openly round die town, 
(liilJ proclaim that) he is an insolvent, a very cunning 
knave. 

Make proclamations about him from street to street , 
in every pines beat publicly the drum announcing his 
insolvency. 

Say, J Let nobody sell him anything on credit; let no 
one lend him even a mite, 4 * 

Whoever institutes a suit against him here for fraud, 
—I will no more send him to prison. 

His insolvency has been proved to me: he hra 
nothing nf cash or goods in his possession/ 11 

Man is in the prison, this world, for the reason that 
his insolvency may be proved, 1 * 
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Oar God has also proclaimed the insolvency of the 
demon in our Qur’Sn; 

Saving, “ He is an impostor, an insolvent, and n false 
speaker ; enter into no partnership or traffic with him.” 

Butjf you Jo so, (and try to) use him as a means (of 
gain)”—he is an insolvent, how can you derive any 
advantage from itim ? 

Wheu lie business! began.” 1 ' they brought up the 
camel of a Kurd who sold wood. 

The hapless Kurd made much clamour and com¬ 
plaint, he also gratified the agent (of the capture) with 
a dang. 1 * 

They took his camel along from morning Ml time till 
night, and his cries were of no avail. 

That grievous famine was seated on the camel, (whilst) 
th& owner of the camel was running after it. 

They hastened from part to part and from street to 
street, until the whole town knew him dearly. 

Before every bath and market-place, all die people 
had a look at his face and figure. 

Ten criers, Turks, Kurds, Greeks, and Arabs (were) 
fondly prodai ruing, JH 

This man is an insolvent and has nothing; let no 
one lend him a single mite, 

ITe has not a single grain, visible or hidden; he is 

an 1IJS ^ nt . a gwd fnr nothing an impostor* and a 
vessel of deceit. 1 * 1 

I T^ni you stdetly to have no business associations 
with him : when he brings an ox h knot (your nurse- 
string) Bewueljr ™ 
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Anti if ym bring this sorry wretch to judg¬ 
ment,—I will act imprison one (who is practically) 
dead. 

He is smooth of tongue, hut his throat (is) very 
wide : m a tattered rloak with a new covering WH 

If he pula on that garment for the sake ol deceit, 
it is borrowed and assumed only Id delude the 
commonalty , ut 

Words of wisdom on the tongue of the unwise—in¬ 
sider as borrowed fine robes, 14,1 O you of simple and 
sincere nature. 

Although a thief put on a fine robe, how should that 
hand-severed man take your baud ? ** # 

When at night-time (the insolvent) dismounted from 
the camel, the Kurd said to him, '■ My house is far 
distant 

Yon have ridden my camel from dawn ;—1 ask not 
for barley, (but I may surely expect not) less than the 
Croat of some chopped straw/* 

(The Insolvent) answered* 11 Why then have we been 
perambulating till now?** Where (is) your intellect! 
Is there no one at home ? 

The noise of the drums proclaiming my insolvency 
reached the seventh heaven, and you did not hear the 
evil news! 151 

Your ears were full of vain expectation ; then 
expectation makes deaf and blind, 0 youth. 

Even the stones and clods heard this declaration; 
‘He is an insolvent, this rogue, he is an insolvent.” 
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Tlie criers declared (it) ril] nighvtitne, but it had no 
effect Upon ihe owner of the camel, because he was full, 
(quite) full of expectation. 1 * 

The Seal of God is upon the ear.'* and eyes; behind 
the veils there in many a form and many a sound,” 

Th;it which He wishes (to convey) to the eves in the 
way of beauty, perfection, and fascination. He conveys ■ 

Anni ikm which He wishes (to convey) to the ears in 
ihe way of music, good tidings, and cries of excitement 
in religious piuAtioiip He couvflys, 

The world! is full of resources and remedies, (but) yon 
have nq remedy until God opens a window for you (in 
that direction), 

All In mg] i you are now oblivious of those (remedies), 
God will display them in the time of need. 

The Prophet lias said, “ The glorious God has created 
a remedy for every jiaiij." 

But you will ant see a trace™ of that remedy for your 
pam tfitlumt His command P 

tk-e to ii, you who se^k a resource and remedy that 
like the eye to the soul upturned, you turn your eves to 
the region of inexistence,” 

This world (ol sides) became existent from that which 
hue an sides, for the world received (the properly of) 
apace from that which is devoid of space, 1 " 

Return from existence to non-existence, (if) you are a 
seeker of the Lord, and pertain to the Lord " 

This non-existence is a place of income; do tint shun 

thlB ™ B tefloe of more or less (amplitude) is a place 
oi expenditure. 15 * 
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Since the workshop of God's creation is noo-eiisteEee, 
what can there be in the world of existence except the 
unoccupied ? 

Teach me subtle words which you may regard with 
indulgence, 0 Compassionate One. 1-1 

Both prayer (comes) from You and answer to prayer 
from You ; a feeling of murily (comes) from You ( (and) 
dread also (comes) from You. 

If 1 have **aid that which is erroneous, da You correct 
it: You, 0 Ruler of speech, are the Corrector. 

You have the alchemy by which You may change (my 
erroneous speech ) : (by which) though it hen stream of 
blood, You may make it a Kile * 

Such effects of alchemy are Your work ; such effects 
of alchemy are Your secrets.* 1 

You have thrown together water and earth: from 
^ulcr and earth You have fashioned the body of Adam. 

Ynii hare associated him with consort, and maternal 
and paternal uncle; *■ with thousand thoughts of joy 
and sorrow'. 

Again, to some You have given deliverance: " You 
have Revered them from this sorrow and joy. 

You have carried them away from relatives, con¬ 
nections, and their own temperament; You have made 
every beautiful thing ugly in their eyes. 1 * 

Whatever is perceived by the senses, they reject; 
and that which is invisible, they make their support. 

Their love is m anif est, but their Beloved is hidden 
the Friend is outside (of the sensible world) t but His 
fascination is in it. 
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Set this aside f *“—(even) the love which pertains to 
visible form is not (the love) of the form, nor is it the 
love gf a face.** 

That which is beloved is not form,—whether it be 
love pertaining to this (material) world, nr to that 
(spiritual) world. 

That being to whose form you have (as you think) 
given your love—when the hoi) goes out of it. why do 
you leave it ? 

Its form still remains ■ whence (then) this disgust 
(of yours)? O lover, seek (to know) who is your 
beloved. 

If that which is perceived by the senses were the 
beloved,—(then) whoever has senses would be in love 
with it,” 

Since that love (of which we apeak) makes faithfulnc*- 
abound, how does the form, (if it is the object of love.', 
change faithfulness (into faithlessness) ?“■ 

The rays of the aun shine upon a wall; the wall 
receives borrowed brilliancy.” 

\\Tiy do you attach your heart to a brick” O simple 
one ? Seek out the origin which shines for ever. 

0 you also who a re in love with your intellect, 
and consider yourself superior to worshippers of 
form 

That (intellect) is B ray D f the Intellect” reverted 
upon your senses: consider it ns borrowed gold laid 
temporarily upon your cop per. m 

Beauty in human being* is like gilding; otherwise, 
why does your beloved become an old ass? ” 
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She was like an angel, {and) shy hits become like a 
demon* because that beauty iu her was a thing borrowed 
for a time. 

Little by little they take away that beauty ; little by 
little the young tree (grows old and) withers. 

Go, read, 11 Aitd him trhoffe days We lengthen We 
cauee to retrograde;”* 7 seek the Heart; attack not 
(your) heart to a bone.*'* 

For that beauty of the Heart is permanent beauty; 
its two lips are the Cupbearer of the Water of Life. 11 * 

It indeed is both the Water and the Cupbearer and 
also the intoxicated (drinker): all the three become one 
when your talisman is broken. 8 ® 

You cannot know that iF one S1 by reasoning ; Mi do 
service, (and) do not talk non sense, 0 in grate. 14,1 

lour reality is form and something borrowed: 1 ^ 
you rejoice in that which is related and consequent. 1 * 1 

The Reality is that which carries you away/ 11 (and) 
makes you independent of form and figure. 

Reality is not that which makes (one) blind and deaf; 
which makes (one) more in love with form and figure. 

The blind man’s lot is grievous fancies; 1 * the lot 
of the eye is those ideas of Hem-existence, 1 ** 

The blind are a mine of the Qur’an's words: they 
do not see the ass, but attack themselves to the pack- 
saddle. 3 ® 

Since you have eight, go after the asa which runs 
away; how long is the sewing of a pack-$addk (to 
continue), 0 worshipper of pack-saddles ? 

E 
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When you have the asa, the paok-saddl* will assuredly 
come to you: bread will not be wanting when you 
have life, 1 " 

The pack-saddle of the asa ia a shop of goods and 
gain; the pearh your Heart, is the stock-in-trade of 
a hundred bodily forms. 

Ride the ass bare-backed, 0 seeker of superfluities; 
did not the Prophet ride an ass bare-backed ? m 

The Prophet indeed rode a bar&laeked qb& ; and it 
hm hem m id that the Prophet travelled on foot™ 

The ass, your carnal soul, has run away 5 fasten it 
to a tether-peg .** 1 How bag will it flee from work 
and burden ? how long ? m 

It is incumbent upon it to bear the burden of 
patience and thankfulness; 1>J —whether in a hundred 
years, or in twenty or thirty™ 

Ho burden-hearing (soul) has borne the burden of 
another;*" no person has reaped until ho has sown 
something. 

It is 0 vain and raw expectation—oat not raw things, 
my son, for eating such brings illness upon man — 

(It is, I say, a vain expectation which makes you 
think), "So and so has suddenly found a treasure; 
I want the same; why (should I think of) work or 
shop? pp m 

Hew does earning & livelihood preclude the acquisition 
of treasure? Ho not desist from work ; that (treasure) 
indeed will follow upon it + 

Beware lest yon become a slave to “If n : (saying to 
yourself). 11 If I had (only) done this or the other! IF4W 
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Fgr the sincere Prophet forbade the saying of HS If,” 
And said it came from hypocrisy* 

For the hypocrite died saying “ U' r and carried away 
nothing but regret from the utterance of fcl If/ t#DI 

A certain stranger was looking in haste for a house ; 
a friend took him to a dilapidated house. 

Ho said (to him), " If this ; house) had a roof, it would 
be a dwelling for you adjoining me. 

Your family also would be comfortable, if it had in it 
another room/ 11 

He answered , lh Yes, the vicinity of friends is pleasant, 
but my dear friend, one cannot dwell in * If/ ,s 

The whole world arc seekers of happiness m f and they 
are in the fire through false happiness,*® 

All, old and young, have become seekers of gold, but 
the eyes o£ the commonalty do not know the counterfeit 
from the true gold.*® 1 

See n the true (gold) has cast a ray upon the counter¬ 
feit ; *** do not by surmise (alone) try to select the (true) 
gold without a touchstone. 404 

If you have a touchstone select (the gold); but if not, 
go (and) attach yourself to a sage" 

Either a touchstone is necessary within your soul,— 
or if you know' not the Road do not advance aloncr** 

The cry of 11 ghula " “ is the ery of an acquaintance: 
—an acquaiiitance who would draw (you) to destruction. 

(The 11 ghQl M ) cries out, '"Sec to it, caravan people ! 
come towards me, here is the mad ; (here arc) the si c™ 
(of it)/' 
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The ,s ghtfl 11 mentions each one by nmne, saying, 
<( 0 so and so/’ in order that he may make that man 
one of those who sink,** 

When he arrives there he sees wolves and lions ■ — 
(his) life is lost, the road is far away, and the day is 
advanced, 11 * 

TeU me, pray, of what nature is the H ghul's M cry? 
(It is) 41 1 wish wealth, I desire position and reputation.” 

Repel these cries from your heart, in order that 
(spiritual) secrets may be revealed. 

Invoke God; (and so) silence the cries of the 
^gkols 11 ; close your narcissus-like eyes to this 
vulture/ 11 

Distinguish the true dawn from the false ; distinguish 
the colour of the wine from the colour of the cup> m 

So that it may happen that over mid above the 
watchers of the seven colours which you have, (your) 
patience and forbearance may procure (you) an eye ; m 

(And) you may see colours in addition to these 
Colours; you may see pearls instead of (common) 
stones. 

But what is a pearl! you will become a whole sea 
(of pearls); you will become a suu which traverses the 
sky. 

The Worker is concealed in the workshop: go you 
and see Him manifestly in the workshop/ 11 

Since the work has woven a neb over the Worker, 
you cannot see Him outside of that woik. m 

Since the workshop is the place of being of the 
Worker;—he who is outside of (it) is oblivions of Him. 
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Enter then into the workshop*—that ie t into non¬ 
existence/ 1 * in order that you may see the work and 
the Worker together, 

Since the workshop is the place of clear-sightedness, 
outside of the workshop is therefore enveilment. 4 “ 

Pharaoh, the contumacious, kept his face towards 
existence,' tLi and of necessity he was blind to (Goers) 
workshop- 

Of necessity (too) he wished to change the pre- 
ordinances of God, so that he might turn away God T s 
judgments in them from (his) door* 00 

(But God’s) judgments indeed every moment secretly 
derided the vanity of that resorter to machinations." 1 

He killed hundreds of thousands of innocent children, 
in order that the judgment entailed in God's pre- 
ordinance might he turned aside. 

In order that Moses, the prophet* might not come 
forth* he incurred the responsibility of thousands of 
acts of oppression and murders. 

He committed all those murders, (yet) Mbses wag 
bom, and became prepared for the punishment of him. 

If he had seen the workshop of the Eternal, his 
hands and feet would not have moved in machinations. 

Moses was safe within (Pharaoh* s) house, and outside 
(Pharaoh) was idly and vainly killing the children. 

Like a sensualist who cherishes the body, and 
suspects some one ebe o! malevolence: 

Saying to himself, "This person is a foe, and that 
one is an envier and enemy; 11 —(though) indeed his 
envier and enemy is that body." 1 
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His carnal soul (is) cherished in the house, (his) body, 
(and) he gnaws (his) hand in malice at some one else. 

The people Hattie a person who killed his mother on a 
certain charge. 

A certain person in anger killed (his) mother, with 
dagger stabs and also blows with (his) fist. 

One said to him, "You have, through essential base¬ 
ness,, not remembered a mother's claims. 

Hey, vile-tempered (wretch)! why did you kill her? 
Bo yon not toll (us) what she had forsooth done to you?” 

He answered, “She had done a deed which wag her 
shame, I killed her because the earth would be a veiler 
lor her ” 

He rejoined, “Kill (also) that person (her partner), 
O honourable man/’ He answered p “ Then I should kill 
a man every day. 

I killed her, (and so) escaped from the killing of 
many: it was better that I should cut her throat than 
those of (all those) people/ 1 

Your carnal soul is that mother of evil nature, whose 
depravity is (spread) on every side/ 51 

I warn you, kill it, since for the sake of that vile 
being yon wage war every moment against a revered one. 

Through it this fair and open world oppresses and 
aQliets yon; for the sake of it (you are) at war with God 
and the people/’ 4 

(If) you kill the carnal soul you escape from (the need 
of) excuse^ (and) no one in the country remains your 
enemy. 
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If anyone says that a difficulty attaches to my words 
in connection with (the case of) the prophets and saints, 

(And asks) p 41 Had not the prophets a mortified carnal 
soul? then why had they enemies and enviera t 

Hear (my answer) h yon who seek the truth r hear the 
answer to this difficulty and doubt 

Those disbelievers were (really) their own enemies ; 
in that manner they inflicted wounds upon them selves. 

That peman Is an enemy who aims at (another's) life; 
he is not an enemy who is going himself to death. 1 ” 

The insignificant little hat U not an enemy of the sun 
(with power to injure it); it is its own enemy through 
its (state of) exclusion/* 

The brilliancy of the sun kills it; how can the sun 
ever suffer injury from It ? 

He is an enemy through whom punishment may 
come :—he who excluded the ruby from the Sun/ 1, 

All the infidels exclude themselves from the rays of 
the prophets jewels.** 

How can the people veil the eyes of that incomparable 
ono?** the people have (only) blinded their own eyes 
and deafened (their own ears). 

Like the Indian slave who conceives resentment, 
(and) destroys himself through contention with (his) 
master. 

He falls headlong from the roof of the house era he 
shall have done any injury to (his) master. 

If the patient become an enemy to the physician; or 
ii the boy show enmity to his preceptor,— 
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Tltev are in truth robbers of their own lives : they 
themselves as highwaymen bar the read of their own 
intellects and lives. 

If a bleacher be angry with the sun; if a fish be 
angry with the water;— 

Juat see whom (that anger) injures, who at last is ill- 
starred through it. 

If God creates you ugly in face, take care you bo not 
both ugly in face and also in disposition. 

If your shoes are torn, do not go into stony places; 
mid if you are pilloried, do not become crucified.** 

You are envious, (and say to yourself), “ I am (in an) 
inferior (position) to so and so: my star mates inferior¬ 
ity (of position) abound for me. 1 ' 

(But remember that) envy is indeed another defect 
and fault; nay, it is worse than all inferiorities, 

Satan through the shame and ignominy of inferiority 
(of position) B1 cast himself into utter destitution and 
worthlessness. 

Through envy he wished to be exalted; exalted 
indeed ! nay, (he wished) to shed blood. 1 " 

Abo Jalil*" disdained Muhammad, (and wished) 
through envy to raise himself to the highest position. 

His name was Abu l-nikam.*'and be became Abfl 
Jahlhow many a worthy person has through envy 
become unworthy! 

In the world of searchI have not seen any worthi¬ 
ness superior to goodness of character and disposi¬ 
tion. 
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Give up learning, assumption, and art; service, and 
goodness of character and disposition (only) are profit¬ 
able.**’ 

God made the prophets intermediaries for the reason 
that envy should be manifested in the disturbance of 
mind of tin? people. 4 * 7 

Because no one was shamed by (tie superiority of) 
God: no person was envious of God. 

(But) dint person whom he thought like himself,—he 
conceived envy of him on that account. 1 * 4 

As ihe greatness of tie Prophet has been established, 
envy approaches no one, since he accepts him ," 1 

Therefore in every age a saint is existent; the testing 
(of the people) endures until the Resurrection.^ 

Whoever has a good character and disposition Is 
Bared ; whoever is of weak, effeminate mind is broken.- 111 

Then that saint is the absolute, living Imam, 14 * 
whether he is of ‘Umars posterity or ol L A]fs. 

He is the Mali dl 4x1 and the Guide, 0 seeker of the 
Path: he is both concealed, and also seated before you. 1 * 1 

He is like the Ljfdii/ 1 * and intellect is his Gabriel; iia 
that saint who is Jess than he is his lamp. tr 

And he who is less than this lamp h our niche; “* 
light in rank has its gradations, tifl 

Because the Light of God has seven hundred veils: 
consider the veils of the Light as so many degrees or 
strata, 

Each class has its place behind each veil: these veils 
of theirs are in orders up to the ImAm.* 15 
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Those of the last order through their weakness,— 
their eyes cannot hear the light in advance (of them)/ 11 

And that order which is in advance (of them), through 
weakness of eight cannot bear the more advanced light/* 1 

The light which is the life of the first order, is trouble 
to the soul and an affliction to him who lias strabismi 

St rah ism will gradually fall of, and when he has 
passed through the seven hundred (veils) he will 
become the Ocean. 4 * 4 

That fire which is good for iron and gold,—how can 
it be proper for the fresh quince and the apple ? 454 

The apple and the quince have (only) a light kind of 
rawness; unlike the iron, they require (onlv) a gentle 
heat,—(not fine)/” 

But those rays (of the sun) are (too) gentle for iron, 
for it craves the heat of that dragon, (the fire). 

That iron is the FaqTrwho can endure hardships: 
he is glowing and happy under the hammer and the 

fire. 

He b the usher without intermediary of the fire: he 
enters the heart of the fire without any connecting 

link . 434 

Water (cannot be heated), and the children of water * 
cannot be dressed and communicated with by fire 
without a veiL 

The intermediary is a pot or a frying pan, as in 
walking it is socks; m 

Or a space between, so that the air may become hot 
and convey (the heat) to us. 
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Then ilia Faqlr is ha who h without an intermediary ; 
the blaze is immediately connected with his being.' 1 ' 1 * 

Therefore ha is? the heart of the world, because the 
body attains to (the perforuianee of) its business by 
means of this heart:™ 

If the heart be not, what can the body know of 
speech? If the heart seek not, what can. the body 
know of search ? m 

Hence the theatre of the rays is that iron; hence 
the theatre of God is the heart, not the body/' 4. 

Again these individual hearts ore like the body in 
comparison with the heart of that *" master of heart, 19 
which is the mine. 4 ® 

These words demand much illustration and com* 
mentary h but I fear that such might prove a stumbling- 
block to the minds of the commonalty: 147 

(I fear) lest good from me might turn out bad ; — 

even tins which I have (already) said has been (from) 
nothing blit my being carried out of myself, ,w 

For crooked feet crooked shoes are best; the proper 
station of the beggar is at the dooT. Ch 


A king test# two sterna whom he has lately bought. 

A certain king bought two slaves cheap; with one 
of those two he had a conversation. 

He found him quick in mind and sweet in answer: 
from lips of sugar what is bom? Sugar water, 

Man is hidden beneath (his) tongue- this tongue 
is a curtain at the portal of the soul. 


70 


THE MASNAVf 

When a gust of wind puckers the curtain, the secrete 
of the court of the house are disclosed to us. 

(So that we see) whether pearls or grains of wheat 
are in that house; whether a treasure of gold or nothing 
but serpents and scorpions.^ 

Or whether there is a treasure in it and a serpent 
at the side, since there h no treasure of gold without 
a guard r ftl 

Without refiesion (that slave) would speak such words 
as others (would speak only after five hundred re¬ 
flexions. 

Yon would have said there was a sea in his mind, 
(and that) the whole &ea was eloquent pearls. 471 

The light of evert" pearl which shone from that ;sea, 
his mind), was a discriminator between the true and 
the faW* 

(If) the light of the discriminator distinguished for 
ns, (it would set) apart the true and the false particle 
by particle,*' 4 

If the light of tlie Essence became the light of 
our e3*e& t both answer and question would be from 
mJ 17 

[{But) you hnTe mode your eyes crooked, and you see 
the disk of the moon as two; this gaze is as u question 
in (its) doubt. 

Hake your eyes straight in the moonshine, in 
order that you may see rhe moon ns one—behold an 
answer 1] €ri 

Make your thought straight,*™ [and look properly: 
that thought is a ray of that Essence, #M 
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Every answer which reaches the heart through the 
ear,—the eye sava T "Hear it from me; abandon that" ** 

The ear is (only) an intermediary agent, whiter the 
eye is one in immediate union; the eye is 11 a master 
of condition," the ear is “a master of speech." 

In the hearing of die ears there is a change of 
qualities ; 141 in the seeing of the eyes there is a change 
of the Essence.*’ 1 

If your knowledge of fire has become certainty 
through (the) words (of others), seek maturity (from 
the fire itselfj; do not fix your dwelling in (that) 
certainty,** 

Until you "bum you. have not the certainty of know¬ 
ledge gained by seeing (and feeling); if you wish for 
this certainty be seated in tho fire.' 

When the ear is teen it becomes the eyo; *" for if 
not, speech would only wreathe about in the (outer 
folds of the) ear.*’* 

These words have no end; *** turn hack, and let us 
see what the king did with those slaves of his, 

Tkehing tends tme of the ttw steer j airay (on a business), 
and puts questions to the other. 

When (the king) saw that that lit tie slave was of 
keen intellect, he signed to the other to approach. 

[I have used the "kitf" of kindliness 1,1 about him, 
it is not [used by me in) depreciation; if a grandfather 
say, " My little son " it is not (in) contempt]. 

When that second one came before the king, (the 
latter perceived tbati he had offensive breath and black 
teeth. 


73 


THE MASNAVi 


Although the king was affected unpleasantly by his 
speaking still he made some investigation into his 
secrets. 1 " 

He said* “ With this appearance of yours and this 
fetid breath, sit at a distance, but do not move farther 
away (than is necessary ), m 

For you are a correspondent by letter and note; ** not 
a comrade! an associate, or a close companion,* 5 * 

(Sit not too near), so that we may find a remedy for 
that breath of yours : IM you are the patient, and we are 
the skilful physician. 

(As) it is not fit ting to bum a new blanket on account 
of a single flea^ [so it is not well for me) to close my 
eyes to you (for an accidental blemish)* 

However^ sit down* and discourse a little ,m that 1 
may see well of what fashion is your intellect. 1,1 

Then the king sent that (other) one on a business,— 
(namely) to a bath ; saying (to him), “Go, (and) hare 
yourself shampooed.'* 

And (afterwards) he said to the one (remaining)! 
w Hn! you are an acute fellow! You are as a hundred 
slaves, in truth, not one! 

Yon are: not such as your fellow-servant represented 
(to me)—trying, that envious fellow* to make me ill-dis¬ 
posed towards you. 1 ” 

He said yon were thievish* perverse, rude and can¬ 
tankerous, lw effeminate* unmanly, vicious, and vile/ 1 

(The slave) answered, “Be has always been a speaker 
of truth; I have not seen so truthful a person as 
him. 
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Truthfulness is inborn in his heart : whatever he 
my, 1 should not call it idle and futile. 

I cannot consider that friend as perverse : (on the 
contrary), I should (rather) suspect myself.** 

It may be that he sees faults in me which I do not 
see in my self, 0 King.” 

If every one saw his own faults first,* 1 how should he 
be neglectful of tiomectirig himself ? 

These people are thoughtless as to, (and) unacquainted 
with themselves; (and) consequently they speak of the 
faults of one another,* 1 

I do not see my own face, 0 idol; >,!l I see your face, 
and you see mine. 

That person who sees his own face,-—his light is 
greater than the light of the people. M 

If he dies Ms seeing remains permanent, because Ms 
seeing is the seeing uf the Creator.** 

That light by which he sees his face before him as if 
sensibly, is not tho sensible light. M 

(The King) said,Speak now Jof his faults, oven as 
he spoke of those faults of yours, 

Iu order that I may know that you take an Interest in 
me, w (and) that you are a (good) steward of my posses¬ 
sions and affairs/* 

(The slave) said p iS O King, I will speak of his faults, 
although he is a pleasant fdlow-eervant of mine. 

Hie faults* are affection, fidelity, and manliness; 
his faults are truth, keenness of intellect, and friend li¬ 
near. 
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His least faults are generosity ami munj Sconce,— 
such generosity ns even gives up life (for a friend)." 

God has manifested a hundred thousand lives ; yet 
Tvhat generosity would there he in one who did not see 
it?* 

If indeed he saw it* how should ho be stingy of his 
life ? how should ho be so grieved about a single life ? 

On the bunk of a stream he {only) is stingy of water 
who is blind as to the stream of water. 51 * 

The Prophet has said, 14 Whoever knows of a certainty 
his reward on the Day of the ResurrectioUj— 

That ten will come to him as a compensation for one, 

every moment a different act of generosity will be 
displayed by him." sil 

Generosity is all from seeing compensations; there¬ 
fore seeing compensations is opposed to apprehension. 1 * 

Stinginess is (from) not seeing compensations ; the 
eight of pearls keeps the diver joyous* 4 * 

Hence no one in the world is stingy Ijecause no one 
sacrifices anything without an equivalent. 111 

Hence generosity comes from the eyes, not from the 
hands: the eyes avail; no one but the clearsighted is 
sate/* 

41 Another fault (of his is) that he is not conceited ; 
he is (on the contrary) censorious an to himself 41 * 

He is one who asperses and censures him self: he is 
indulgent to all 1 but Revere to himself."' 

The King said, Hi I>o not ho (so) Impetuous ia prais¬ 
ing your companion: do not bring (in) praise of your- 
self under cover of the pmise of him. 
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Because X fsTinll put him to a test; and you may suffer 
shame in the issue. 11 

he ilttve through the purity of hie own thought $ wears 
to the truth and good faith of hit companion. 

The slave exclaimed, a ‘ Nay ! by Allah, by Allah the 
Grand, the Lord of Power! M/ by the Merciful, the 
Compassionate! 

(By) the God who sent the prophets,—not on account 
of (Bib) need, 11 * but through His grace and grandeur! 

(By) that Lord who from the humble earth created 
glorious cavali era 1 111 

{That Lord who) punfied them from the constitution 
of the earth-born h and made them outstrip the course of 
the celestials! 

The Lord who took from the Fire 411 and made pure 
Light; 5n and then diffused it through all the lights :— m 

That Lightning Flash which shone over the spirits, 
until Adam gained his deep knowledge from that 
Light 5 ” 

The hand of Seth gathered that which had grown 
from Adam \ hence Adam, when he saw that, made him 
hie successor. 181 

When Noah was possessed of that Pearl 5 —in his love 
of the Sea of souls he scattered pearls. 41 * 

The soul of Abraham (being) full of those Lights* he 
went fearless into the flames of the fire, w 

When Ishmacl fell into the stream of it, he laid his 
head down before the tempered blade (of Abraham} 1 ” 

F 
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Ttie soul of David was heated by its rajs, (so that) 
iron in his hands became soft like grueL * 1 

When. Solomon was nurtured on union with it,* 1 
the demons became staves to his command and obedient 
(servants )," 1 

When Jacob was submissive to die divine decree, 1 * 1 
(that Light) rejoiced him by the smell of hie so n. m 

When the moon-faced Joseph saw the Sun," 4 he 
became so vigilant in the interpretation of dreams,"* 

When the rod derived power from the hand of Moses, 
it destroyed the sovereignty of Pharaoh.* 3 * 

When Jesus, the son of Mary, found that Ladder,"' 
he hastened to the summit of the fourth Dome, 1 * 4 

When Muhammad received that Power and Grace , m 
he cleft the disk of the moon in two In a momenta 

When AbH Bakr became an example of the divine 
favour/" be become the Companion and Most Faithful 
Witness to the Truth of such a King (as Muhammad). 

When 'Umar became passionately in love with tliat 
Beloved,*" he became a Discriminator like the heart 
between right and wrong/" 

When Usman became a fountain of that Manifest 
(Light), 544 —he was light overflowing, and he became 
the Possessor of the Two Lights. 14 * 

Whtm Murtazu scattered pearls from its face,* 41 he 
became the Lion of God in the field of the souL 5 ^ 

When Junnid received help from its army,* 43 hie 
Stations, indeed, increased beyond number , u * 

Pflyazld saw his path in the abundance of it. and 
heard from God the name of Pivot of 'Arifs / 541 
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When Karkhl became the guard of that Mansion," 1 
lie became the vicegerent of God, and (one endowed) 
with the divine Breath/" 

The son of Adham joyfully urged hi a steed in that 
direction,^ and became the King of the Kings of 
justice. 

And that (great) Hhaqlq by traversing that noble 
Path became a Sun of correct judgment^ and a 
possessor of teen sight,*" 

And many hundreds of thousands of concealed 
Kings m have been exalted on that side of the world. WT 

Their names have remained concealed through the 
jealousy of God : every beggar has not been able to 
speak their names, 3 " 

By the truth of that Light, and by the truth of those 
who are luminous by it, who are like fish 3n that Sea!—** 

If I call it the Sea of souln, or the Soul of seas, u is 
not fitting; I seek a new name lor it 348 

By the truth of that “Tbat r 3P w from which are this 
and that; m comparison with which kernels are (but 
as) shells !■—“* 

(I swear) that the qualities of my fellow-servant 
and companion are a hundred times as many as my 
speech (has set forth)! 

{But since) you would not believe all I know of the 
attributes of that companion, what can I say, 0 generous 
(King)" ? 

The King said, " Speak now of that which appertains 
to yourself r How long will you speak of that which 
belongs, to this one or to that ? “ 
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On the day of death this sensible portion o£ you will 
come to naught; have you (that) light of the spirit 
which would be the companion of (your) heart? 4 * 

In the tomb when dust shall fill these eyes* is there 
that which will illumine the grave ? 

At that time when these hands and feet (of yours) 
shall crumble up, have you feathers and. wmgs so that 
your spirit may fly up ? ** 

At that time when this animal spirit does not remain, 
it is requisite that you should have established in place 
of it an eternal spirit. 1 ® 

The stipulation, * Ih uho cornea with good deedt, 1 '™ 
is not referable to (the) doing (of Lhem); but to the 
bearing of those good deeds to the presence of 
God. 

Have you the essence of a man or of a brute ?—How 
can you bear (to God) these accidents which become 
non-exi stent ?“ 

These accidents of prayer and fasting,—since Any 
do uof last tico moments, suffer extinction*"* 

One cannot transport accidents ; but they may take 
away infirmities from the substance ; Kl 

So that the substance becomes changed through these 
accidents, as through regimen a bodily ailment is 
removed. 

Tho regimen, the accident, becomes substance by 
effort: a fetid mouth becomes honey through regimen. 41 * 

From tillage of the land comes the wheat-ear; the 
treatment of the hair turns the hair into chains/ 11 
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Conjugal intercourse is an accident, (and) it becomes 
non-existent; but tie substance, tho child, is produced 
from us (by it). 

To couple the horse or the camel is an accident; 
the birth of the substance, tbo colt, is (our) object. 

The planting of a garden also is an accident ; the 
substance results, the garden results; that is (our) object. 

Consider also the practice of alchemy as an accident; — 
if any substance accrue from that alchemy, produce 
it. 

Polishing is an accident, O King ; m (but) from this 
accident the substance, brightness, is born. 

Therefore do not say that you have done deeds, [but) 
show me ** the profit of those accidents, (your deeds). 

This ascription of attributes is (only Lhc ascription 
of) accidents; ST< be silent; do not kill the shadow of 
the goat as a sacrifice.” 

The slave said, King, it makes intellect despair 
if you say that accident is not carried on. 

(Your) slave,* 77 0 King, must despair if every 
accident whidh'has gone is not to return. 

If accidents were not carried on, and did not rise 
again, deeds would be rain, and wards would b@ 
(but empty) shells.* 7 * 

These accidents are carried on in another form; 
every transitory thing rises again in another mode 
of being,* 7 * 

Everything is translated in a mode suitable to it: 
the driver is suitable to the flock.** 
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At the time of the Resu rmction every accident has 
a special form, and the form of every particular accident 
has a special turn of action/® 1 

Look at yourself; wore yon not an accident: the 
movement of intercourse, and intercourse with a 
purpose ? m 

Look at houses and mansions: in the architect they 
were as tales/ 41 

That particular house (for instance) which we have 
seen (go) beautiful, with its balls, roof, and doors (so) 
well-proportioned;— 

That accident, those designs, from the architect 
brought the tools and the materials from the crafts. 

What are the origin and principle of every craft 
except some imagination* accident, and thought ? 

Look at the different parts of the world without bias, 
(and yon will see that) they have not been produced 
except by accidents. 

Precedent thought has resulted In action : know that 
the structure of the world has been of this kind from 
all eternity.** 1 

Fruits are first in the thought of the mind* and 
finally they arc manifested through action. 

When you have done work (and) planted trees,—at 
the conclusion you read the first words/" 

Although the branches, root* and leaves are first, all 
those have been gent for the sake of the fruit. 

So T that Head 1 * 1 which was the brain of the (nine) 
heavens M at last became the Lord of s Lau Hk/ 
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Tkia discussion and speech are the translation of 
accidents ; "* this lion and jackal are die irons] a Lion of 
accidents / 61 

AH (the things of) ike world were indeed accidents, 
and assuredly to this* effect was delivered (the Text), 

H Truly there has been.’ 1 * 

From what do these accidents arise? From images. 
And from what do these images arise ? From thoughts.' 

Tills world is one thought from the Universal 
Intellect; &N the Intellect is like a king t and the 
images are his envoys,** 4 

The first world is the world of trial; the second 
world is the requital of this and that ( word or deed)/ 6 * 

Your sen-ant r 0 King, commits, an offence; that 
accident becomes (the substance of) chains and prison. 

(But) when your slave does worthy sendee, does not 
that accident become a robe of honour through the 
efforts made?** 1 ' 

This accident with (its) snbstance is die egg and the 
bird i this from that, and that from this is born in 
(regular) come" 

The Kingraid* LJ Take the meaning to be so; (still) 
these accidents of yours have not given rise to any 
substance/' 

(The slave) answered, “ The wisdom (of God) has 
kept that concealed, in order that this world of good 
and evil may he (involved in) mystery/ 1 * 

Because if the forms (involved) in thought were 
manifest,™ neither the infidel nor the believer would 
utter aught but praise (of God). 
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So if this, 0 King, were manifest (and) not a mystery: 
(if) the picture of religion and (that of) unbelief were 
on the forehead, 

How should there be in this world idol or idolater? 
how should any one have the boldness to mock 
another?® 3 

Then this world of Ours would be the Resurrec¬ 
tion,—Who tommies crime and sin in the Resurrec¬ 
tion 

The King rejoined, L ' God has concealed the requital 
of evil,—but (only) from the commonalty, not from His 
chosen servants. 

I! I cast a noble into confinement, I keep it concealed 
from the nobles, not from the Vtefr. 

So, God has shown me the requital of action, and 
countless numbers of the forms of works,® 1 

Give me some indication, for I have complete know¬ 
ledge : ™ clouds cannot hide the moon from m ltw 

The slave retorted, “(Rut) what then is your aim in 
(seeking) words of mine, since you know what that ia 
which has been?”" 

The King said, “(God's) motive in manifesting: the 
world (was) that that which was in His knowledge 
should come out dearly (as that which is seen). 6 " 1 

Until fie manifested that which He knew, He did not 
put upon the world the pain of bringing forth and 
craving.®* 

You cannot eit for a moment without doing so me™ 
thing: until, (that is), some goad or evil act has come 
from you.®* 


TEXT 


89 


These importunate promptings to action hove been 
appointed for the reason that that which is in yonr 
mind should 1>e manifested (objectively). 

So, how can the reel, the body, remain quiet when 
the thread, 11 " the mind, is drawing it ? 

Yuiir restlessness is a sign of that drawing : —idleness 
is as mortal agony to you. 

Tliis world and that world are eternally giving birth : 1,1 
every cause is the mother, (and) the effect is the child 
of it. 

When the effect is horn,, it also becomes a cause, bo 
tlint marvellous effects are born of it, 

These causes are progeny upon progeny, but it 
requires an eye most illumined (to truce them through)."' 

The King reached this point in converse with him 
cither he saw an indication from him, or he did not? 1 ’ 

If that inquiring King saw (an indication) it is not 
Improbable; hut I have not permission to mention it,' ,1J 

When the (other) slave returned from the hot-bath, 
that esulted King summoned him to his presence. 

Ho said (to Mm) r 44 (God give) yon health 1 (may) 
lasting comfort (be yours)! (for) you are indeed fine, 
elegant, and handsome. 111 

Ah! if (only) you had not those (evil qualities) which 
a certain person n] ‘ attributes to you. 

Every one who saw your face would be delighted: 
the sight of you would be worth the sovereignty of the 
world/* 

(The slave) answered, (l Give me a hint, 0 King, of 
that which that impious nnm has said about me/ 1 
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The King rejoined, M Ee has first ascribed duplicity 
toyon T {saying) that you are ostensibly a remedy, but 
secretly (and really) a pain/* ™ 

When (the slave) heard of his friend's malignancy, 
the sea of his anger was immediately violently agitated. 

He foamed {at the mouth), and grew red, till the 
waves of his sarcasm exceeded all bounds. 

He said, ik FiQm the first moment that he has been 
my companion, he has been nothing but an eater of 
dirt like a dog in a famine. 

As he went on satirising him continuous^ like a 
(jangling] beU 5 the King put his hand on Ids lips, and 
said, “Enough! 

Know that I (now) see the difference between you 
and hirn : in you the soul is fetid, and in your com¬ 
panion the mouth. 

Sit therefore, 0 you of fetid sou], afar, that he be 
the Jord + and you under hie command." 

It has been said in a Tradition, “Take praise (of 
God) m hypocrisy to be, my lord, as plants upon a 
dust-heap/* * li 

Know therefore that a beautiful and handsome face 
with had qualities is not worth a mite,* 11 

And if the face be mean and displeasing,—when the 
(person a) disposition is good, die at his feet. 

Know that the outer form perishes, (and) that the 
world of soul and spirituality remains for ever. 

How long will you make love to the visible object, 
the jog ? Leave the visible object, the jug; go seek the 
water, * 
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Yon Imre seen the outer form o! it, and you sue 
negligent of the inner reality; choose the pearl, if you 
are wise, and not the shell. 

These shells, the bodies s though in the world they are 
all living through the Sea of souls. 

Still* there is not a pearl in every shell;—open your 
eyes, (and) look right into each one. 

Seek out what that one has, and what this one; since 
that precious pearl is rare.® 1 

If you consider (only) the external,—a mountain, so 
far ns its form is concerned* is a hundred times as much 
as a ruby in importance. 1 " 

Also your hands, feet, and hair, as to form, are a 
hundred times as great as die form* your eyes. 

Bui this fact is not concealed from you that your two 
eyes are more excellent than all your members. 

From one thought which may come into the mind* a 
hundred worlds may he in a moment confounded* 

The body of the King, though in lorn it is (only) one, 
(yet) hundreds of thousands of troops follow it. 

Again, die figure and form of the excellent King are 
controlled by one hidden thought. 

See (how) innumerable people from one thought have 
flowed over the earth like a torrent/" 

That thought is small in the eyes of the people, 
but it consumes and bears away the world like a 
torrent. 

So when you see that from a thought"* every business 
in the world subsista,— 
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(Thai) house*, and pofaces, and cities; mountains* 
and plains, and rivers; 

Both the land and the sea, and also the sun and the 
G&y, are alive by it as the sea, is by fish*— 

Then why in fol!y p 0 blind man* in jour opinion is 
the body Solomon r and thought like an ant 

A mountain appears great in your eyesthought (to 
you) la as a mouse, and the mountain (as) a wolf. 

The world in your eyes is a terrible and stupendous 
tiling ; you tremble at H and fear the clouds* the thunder, 
and the sky. 

Aa to the world of thought, 0 yon who are less than 
mi ass, you are careless and oblivions like a senseless 
stone ; 

Because yon are a (mere) form n and have no share of 
intellect: you are not of the human nature you are an 
ass's colt* 1 

Through ignorance you see the shadow as the 
person ; 1 r lor that reason the person is to you a trifling 
and slight thing, 

Wait till one day that thought and imagination spread 
their wings without any veil 

Yon will see the mountains (even) ns soft wool ; m 
(and) this world of cold and hot, annihilated. 

Ion will see not the sky* nor the stars p nor any 
existent being; (you will seej nothing but God p the 
One, the Living, the Loving. 

A Story (now) comes—true or false (it matters not) 
—to give lustre to truths (I would set forth)™ 
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The retinue (of a King) are envimis of a favourite slave. 

A King in his kindness had selected a certain slave 
(for special favour) out of all (his) retinue. 

His allowances equalled the pay of forty lords; a 
hundred Vazirs did not receive a tenth of the amount. 

In the perfection ol (his) horoscope* in (his) pros¬ 
perity* and fortune,, he was an Ay5z t and the King was 
tho MafonBd of the time,* 11 

His soul in its origin, before (tho existence ofJ the 
body, was associated with, and (spiritually) akin to, the 
King's soul.™ 

That which was before the body i$ of importance; 
put away these things (of the material world) which 
have lately come into existence. 01 

The (vital) interests are those of the ‘Arif, for he haa 
not strain sm : hia eyes are fixed upon those things 
which were first sown .* 1 

That which they have sown (as) wheat, and that 
which, (as) barley,—his eyes are fixed day and night 
there (where they were eown), m 

The night gives birth to nothing but that with which 
it is pregnant; devices and wiles are (but) wind, (but 
empty) wind.** 

How can he rejoice in fine devices who sees the 
devices of God predominant over them ? 

He (who does so rejoice) lays a snare within a snare; 
—(by) your life! neither he wiU escape nor his 
snared 

If he plant and sow a hundred herbs*—at last that 
will grow up which God has sown. 
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(Peoples sow new seed over tlie first need ; (but i this 
#econd is perishable, and that final (is) valid (and 
effective). 

The first seed is perfect and excellent; the second 
seed is invalid and rotten. 

Throw down these plans of yours before the Friend; 
—though (indeed) your plans are of IDs plana 

That which God has raised is ol avail; that at last 
will grow which He hm sown. 

Whatever you sow, sow it for God, since you are a 
captive to the Friend, 0 friend (of the Friend), 

Do not attach yourself to that thief, the carnal soul, 
and its works ;—whatever is not of the work of God is 
nothing, nothing. 

Before the Day of the Resurrection appear, (and! the 
thief of the night bo disgraced before the Lord (of 
dominion), 13 * 

With good# stolen by hie plans and craft banging, 
on the Day of Judgment, about his neck.®* 

Hundreds of thousands of thoughts act together to 
lay u snare over and above His snare ; m 

They find the snare only more tightly drawn t —how 
can a bit of straw shew any strength before the wind ? 

LE you say, HL What (then) is the advantage of (material) 
existence ? {I answer) r Is there any advantage in 
your question, litigious man ? 

If there is uo advantage in this your question, why 
should we listen to it vainly and profltlessly ? 

And if there are many advantages in y<mr question*— 
then, pray, why is the world without advantage? 411 
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And if the world is, in one aspect, without advantage, 
in other aspects it is full of profit.* 41 

That which is an advantage to you, though it be not 
one to me T —since it is an advantage to yon, do not 
abstain from it. 

The beauty of Joseph was an advantage to the world, 
although to his brothers it was a vain and superfluous 
thing, 

The notes of David were bo charming; but to him 
who was debarred (by unbelief) they were as the Bound 
of wood (when struct), 

The water of the Nile excelled the water of life- but 
to the debarred and unbelieving it was blood, Wl 

Martyrdom is life to the faithful; but to the hypo¬ 
crite it is death and horror, 

Say 5 what blessing of any kind is there in the world* 
from which some set of beings or other is not 
debarred ? 

\\ hat benefit has the ox or the ass from sugar ? 
Every life has a different kind of food” 

But if that food is not Its natural food, then counsel 
in its case should take the form of (proper; discip¬ 
lined 

As with the person who through illness loves (to eat) 
clay, land not knowing that his ta&te is from illness) 
thinks the (clay) indeed is liis (proper) food. 1 ** 

He has forgotten Ms original food, and has inclined 
towards the food of illness.* 11 

Giving up salutary nutriment he consumes poison; 
lie takes the food of illness to be as rich nourishment. 
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The original food of man is the Light of God; the 
food of animals does not befit him." 1 

But through illness hie heart has inclined him to 
eating day and night of this water and clay " 9 

Pale of face, weak of foot, and palpitating,—where is 
the food# kL By the Eeaven, possessor of the tracks of the 
store!** 

That is the sustenance of the chosen ones of the free 
state* 1 The eating of it is without throat and mat ru¬ 
men L 

The food of the Sun is from the Light of the 
Throne;" 1 the food of the envier and the demon is 
from the vapour of the Carpet." 1 

God has said about the martyrs, Tftey have iheir 
fUtenanra” m For that sustenance there was neither 
mouth nor plate. 

The heart. eats a particular food from every par¬ 
ticular companion; the heart derives a particular plea¬ 
sure from every particular specie* of knowledge." 1 

Every man's outer form is oa a dish ; m and it is the 
eye (of the heart) which perceives Ms inner reality or 
mind. 

Yon will receive something from everyone whomso¬ 
ever ; you will carry away something from association 
with every associate whomsoever. 

When a planet becomes in conjunction with a planet, 
an effect congruous with both of them assuredly arises. 

Ae (from) the conjunction of man and woman is 
bom ihe human being; and from the conjunction of 
flint and steel sparks are produced. 
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And from the conjunction of earth with, rains, fruits, 
-verdure, and odoriferous herbs (come forth), 

Aud from the conjunction of verdant places with 
man, cheerfulness, freedom from care, and jefuneness 
(arc bom).® 7 

And from the conjunction of joyousness with out 
souls, arise our beamy and our good condition. 

Our bodies become capable of receiving food, when 
we have enjoyed eserci&e in open and verdant places. 

Buddine&s of face is from the conjunction of blood 
(with the body); (andj blood is from the beautiful rose- 
coloured atm. 

The beat of colours is red f and that is from the sun* 
and arrives (to us) from it r 

Every land which is associated with Saturn is un¬ 
fertile and not fitted for tillage.' 

Potentiality comes to actuality through union, as (in) 
the association of the demon with the hypocrite.* 1 * 

These spiritual truths have their pomp and dignity 
from the ninth Heaven , 1m without any of the pomp and 
dignity (of this world). 

The pomp and dignity of the materia] world is (only) 
adventitious and borrowed ; the pomp and dignity of the 
World of Command is of ks essence.® 1 

For the sake of pomp and dignity (the people) endure 
ignominy; in the hope of (the gratification of their) 
covetousness they are happy in ignominy,® 1 

Tn the hope of power which is (but) transitory and 
irksome, 10 (the people) have made their necks through 
trouble (as thin) as a spindle. 

Q 
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w Why do they not come to this place where I am ?“* 
for in this power I am a brilliant Sun. 

The place of rising of the sun is the pitch-coloured 
tow®l\ to My Sun is outside of places of rising. hh ^ 

The place of rising ol God's Sun has reference only to 
It a motes; fc JTig Essence neither rises nor sets. 

I, who am in the rear-rank ol Its motes, am in both 
worlds a shndowless sun.™ 

Again, 0 wonder! I revolve round the Sun ;" the 
beauty and brilliancy of the Sun aio the cause of 
this. 

The Sun is acquainted with causes and means; and 
from the Sun again is cut off the cord of causes and 
meana.® 9 

Hundreds of thousands of times I have despaired—of 
whom ? of the Sun ? Do you believe this ? 

Do not believe of me that I can keep from or do with¬ 
out the Sum any more than the fish (can keep) from (or 
do without) the water. 

And (even) if I become despairing* my despair, good 
(friend), is the essence of the work of the Sun. 

How can the essence of the work be cut ol! from the 
essence of the Worker? How can any (contingent) 
existence derive anything from non-existence ? m 

All (contingent) existences pasture on this Meadow, 
whether Burilq, whether Arab horses, or whether 
osses ^ 1 

But the blind horse pastures blindly: it sees not the 
Meadow, hence it is rejected and east off.* 71 
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And lie who does not see all movements (as coming) 
from that River* (and who) turns his fare every moment 
to a different “qibla "—* 4 

He drinks brackish water from a sweet River, so that 
the brackish water makes him blind5* 

The River says, “Drink of my water with your right 
hand, 0 blind man, in order that you may gain sight/ 1 

The ik right hand ht here is 11 right opinion/ 1 which 
knows whence come good and bad. 4 ™ 

There is a Brand isher of the liincej 0 hnee F bo that 
you become sometimes stmight, (and) sometimes bent/ 77 

I. through love of Shaman 5 d-Dln* am without 
power \ 4ra otherwise I would make that blind man see. 

Come, Light of Truth, Sword of the Faith, (and) 
speedily give him a remedy so that the eyes of the 
cnvier may he blinded, 

(Apply) the quickly-acting collyrium of (your) power: 
the darkness-quelling remedy of the perverse; 

Which* if it touch the eyes of the blind man* will 
remove from him a hundred years 1 darkness. 

Apply remedies to all the blind (in heart) except the 
envious man—who through envy disbelieves in jot* 

Do not give life to yonr envier, though it be I, but let 
him be thus in the agonies of death/" 

(The envier, I mean) who is envious of the Sun: he 
who is vexed at the existence of the Sun. 

Here is a malady without remedy which, he has, alas ! 
Here is one fallen eternally into the bottom of ihe pit 
(of darkness). 
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Hes requirement is the non-existence of the Sun of 
eternity.® 3 Tell me. how can this desire of his be 
gratified ? 

A falcon get* into trouhie amongst oich in a ruin. 

The falcon is that which comes back to the King; 
that (falcon) which lost ii@ way is a blind falcon,* 1 

It lost its way and fell upon a ruin- the falcon in 
the ruin fell amongst owls.** 5 

(The falcon) is nothing but light from the Light of 
God's satisfaction; but that leader, God's decree, 
blinded it. 

It cast dust in its eyes and drew it out of the road ; 
it threw it amongst the owls and into the ruin* 

In addition (to all this) the owls attacked it* and tore 
out its delicate plumage* 

An outcry arose amongst the owls, "Take care ! the 
falcon has come to seize upon our place! "* 

Even as street dogs, angry and fierce, fail upon the 
robe of a stranger. 

The falcon said* 11 How eon I be (a) fit (companion} for 
owls ? I would sacrifice a hundred such ruins to the owls. 

T do not wish to remain here ; I will go; I will return 
towards the King of kings. 

Do nol kill yourselves, 0 owls, (with worry), for I am 
not (going to be* a dweller (here), I am going to my 
native place. 

This ruin is a flourishing place in your eyes, but 
indeed to me the King's wrist is a place of delight and 
pride. 11 
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An owl said* “The falcon is using craft in order to 
dispossess yon of house and effects; 

In order to seize upon our dwellings by {hie) artifice; 
to tear ns up from our nests by (his) hypocrisy. 

This votary of craft pretends not to want (them) ■ 
but, by Allah I he is the worst of all the greedy. 

In (Ids) greediness he would eat day as (if it were 1 ' 
sweet syrup: do not trust the fat tail of a sheep to a 
bear. 

He boasts of the King and o! the King's wrist, in 
order to mislead tie simple creatures,® 4 

What affinity indeed lias a little bird to a King ? Do 
not listen to him if you have (even) a little intelligence. 

Has he any affinity to a King* or to a VaaTr? Is 
garlic in any way connected with a confection of 
almonds ? 

That which he says in I his) pretences* artifice, and 
deceit: that the King with his retinue is seeking him t 

Is indeed (only) displeasing insane fancy; it is 
(nothing hut) vain boasting and a snare to catch 
idiots. 

Whoever believes lhis T —it is through folly: how can 
a slight little bird be connected with royally ? 

If the least owl strike hkn on the brain, how should 
assistance reach him from the King M ? 

The falcon said, sj If tench owl) break one leather of 
mine, the King of kings will tear up the owls 1 abode 
by the root. 

Nay, what is an owl t if even a falcon ves my heart 
(and) ill-treat me. 
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The King will make a heap on every hill and dal#,— 
hundreds of thousands of stacks of falcons' heads. 01 ' 

His favour is my guard; wherever I go, the King 
follows 

The thought of me abides always in the King's heart: 
without the thought of tue the King's heart (would be) 
ailing/^ 

When the King sends iue on a flight, 111 " I fly to the 
apes of the heart like Bis rays ** 5 

I fly like a moon or a sun; I tear open the curtains 
of the heavens , 115 

The light of intellects is from my thought ; m the 
unfolding of the heaven is from my natural constitu¬ 
tion, 4 " 

I am a falcon, and the “humiT 1 is wonder-struck at 
mt\ ni What is an owl, that it should know my secret 
nature? 

The King on my account has been mindful of the 
prison ; 1,1 ho lias set free hundreds of thousands of 
captives/ 4 * 

He has made mo a companion of the owLs for a 
moment; he has made falcons of (lie owls through my 
breath/* 

How happy the owl + which during my soaring, under¬ 
stands through good fortune my (holy) secrets ! m 

Cling to me in order that you may become falcons; 
in order that you become royal falcons, though yon are 
drift* 

He who is a beloved friend of each a Kin#,—wherever 
be chance to be,—how should he be it st ranger ? 
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He for whose pain the King is (as) remedy,—though 
he lament like the nee d™ is not without resource.^ 

Iaan the lord of dominion, Iain not a parasite; the 
King bents the falcon-drum for me from {the world) 
apart , rn 

The falcon-drum for me is the cry, " ReturnI m God 
is my witness, in spite of those who oppose me. 

I am not c! the same kind as the King i—I deprecate 
euch an idea as regards Him; but I hare Light from 
Him in (His) manifestation, 

(Bill ! being of the same kind does not come from form 
and essence: water becomes of the same kind as earth 
in the plant,™ 

Air becomes of the same kind as lire in (its) support 
(of it): ™ with (every) natural constitution another 
always becomes homogeneous. 104 

Since my kind is not of my King s kind, the ego-ism 
of my ego has become extinct for the sake of the Ego-ism 
of Bis Ego,™ 

When the ego-ism of my ego has become extinct. He 
remains One and Alone ; I become as dust before His 
horse's feet,™ 

The self becomes dust* and the marks of His (horse's) 
feet upon the dust of that (self) are the (only) traces 
of it™ 

Become the dust beneath Its feet for the sake of these 
marks, in order that you may become the crown of the 
head of the exalted. 

Take care that my form does not load you into 
error ; m enjoy my fruits before I depart /' m 
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Hqw many a per&nn has form injured 3 he aims at a 
form, and attacks God*™ 

After all* this sotd la connected with the body; (but) 
h this seal in any way similar to the body ?™ 

The power of the light of the eye is coupled with the 
fat of the white; the light of the heart is concealed in a 
drop of blood*™ 

Joyonsiiess, in the kidneys* and grief, in the liver; 
intellect, like a candle, within the brain of the 
head. 

These connections are not without a 11 How? 11 and 
*' Why ? " (but) intellect is helpless as to the knowledge 
of a “ Wly ? ” rM 

The Universal Spirit has come into contact with the 
individual spirit; this (latter) spirit has taken a pearl 
from It and put it into its bosom/ 11 

Like (the Virgin) Mary, the individual spirit through 
that connection has become pregnant with a heart- 
alluring Messiah/” 1 

Not that Messiah who traversed land and sea ; (bat) 
that Messiah who is above lraversiiig H 

Then when the individual spirit baa become pregnant 
from the Spirit of spirits—from such a spirit the world 
becomes pregnant (with the expoailion by that spirit of 
the real natures of men). 

Then (this) world gives birth to another world, (and) 
displays an Assembly to this assembly (of men).™ 

If I speak and emimetnte until the Resurrection, I 
shall full short of describing this Resurrection/ 1 * 
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These words are indeed in reality an appeal to God : 
tbe words are a snare to (batch) die Breath of a sweet- 
spot on One/ 1 * 

Then how should one fail (to titter such words), how 
should one be silent, when n 11 Labbai-k ! n comes (in 
answer) to his " Yl Rahb ! "? 

It is a Labbai-k Ph which you cannot hear, but (which 
yon can taste with all your being/ 30 

The Story of the thirsty person on the tap of a wall p 
and of hut throwing bricks into the water. 

There was a high troll on the bank of a stream, and 
on the top of the wall a person suffering from thirst. 

The wall hindered him from (getting at) the water; 
like a fish he was yearning for the water. 

Suddenly he threw a brick into the water; the sound 
of the water came to his ears like an address ; 

Like the address of a sweet and delightful friend ; 
tbe sound of the water intoxicated him like wine. 

In this trial/” the man from the pleasure of (hearing) 
the sound of the water went on tearing up the bricks 
and throwing them i into the water) there. 

The water cried out as one who should say, 41 Ho, you! 
what advantage have you in this throwing of a brick 
at me ? 11 

The thirsty man said, *■ 0 water, I have two advan¬ 
tages, (and) b no way will I abstain from this 
practice. 

The first advantage is hearing the sound of the water, 
which is like a rebeck to the thirsty. 
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The sound of it h like the trumpet-call of Isiifli : 719 
life h trail anti tied to the dead by ie. 

Or it is like the sound of thunder hi the days of 
Spring, from which the garden receives so muck 
adornment. 

Or (it is like the days of (the dispensing of) alms 
to the poor mart; or like the news of deliverance to the 
prisoner. 

It is like the Breath of (God), the Compassionate,. which r 
from no mouth, reaches Muhammad from Ywn M 

Or it ie like the scent of Ahmad/” the Apostle, which 
in intercession reaches the sinner. 

Or it is like the scent of Joseph/ 11 the handsome and 
graceful, reaching the soul of Jacob, the attenuated. 

The other advantage is, that i by) every brick which 
I tear up from this (trail) I come nearer to the flowing 
water 7W 

Since, from the diminution of the bricks, the high 
wall assuredly is lowered, 0 sensible one,— 

J lie lowness of the wall is a means of proximity (to 
she water} [ the sundering and removal of it are the 
means of union (with the waiter). pt w 

Ihc tearing out of the well-cemented bricks is pro¬ 
stration in adoration and devotion,—the cause of 
proximity; since (the Text says ), “Pwrfnrfe yourself, 
fllii draw ti ear. 11 

long an this wall is high-necked, it prevents this 
lowering of the head (in devotion). 

We cannot prostrate ourselves over the Water of Life, 
until we gain deliverance from this earthy* body. 
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The thirstier the person who is on the top of the wall* 
the more rapidly does he tear away the bricks and 
clods. 1 * 

The more in love a person is with the fecund of the 
water, the thicker clods does he tear from the veil, ithe 
wall). 

At the sound ol the water he ie full of wine to the 
throat; (but) the alien hears nothing but the sound of 
"■Hop** 

How happy is he who takes advantage of early days, 
(and) pays his debt;— 71] 

Those days when he has power, health, energy of 
heart, and strength; 

That state of youth, like a verdant and fresh garden, 
yielding produce and fruit unst inti ugly ; 

The springs of strength and eager desire £owing r 
(and) the soil of the body verdant through them ; 

A house well-built, with lofty wad** its walk in just 
proportion^ and without addition or stay ;—™ 

Before the days of old-age come on + (and) bind the 
neck with “a cord 0 / woody fibn M ; m 

(Before) the soil becomes barren, dry, and poor:— 
never do fine plants grow from barren soil; 

hen) the water of energy, and the water of eager 
desire cut off, he derives no benefit from himself or 
from others ; 

(His) eyebrows hanging over like a crupper-strap; 
(his) eyes watery and dim ; 

(His) face through old age like the back of a lizard; 
his articulation and taste defective, and his teeth useless ; 
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fhe day late, the ass lame, and the road long; the 
workshop gone to ruin (and) the work disorganized ; 

The roots of a kid nature fixed firmly (in him), (and) 
the power to tear them up diminished. 


^ Governor orders ft nmit to dig up from the road a 
hramUe-bush which he has planted. 

To give an illustration r a certain unfeeling person of 
pleasant speech planted a bramble-busk in the middle 
of the road. 

The passers by reproached him* (and) repeatedly 
told him to dig it up; (but) he did not do so, 

(And) every moment that bramble-hush was getting 
larger, (and) the feet of the people were covered with 
Hood from the wounds it inflicted. 

The clothes of the people were torn by (its) thorns; 
(and) the feet of the poor were miserably wounded. 

When the Governor enjoined him seriouslt' to dig it 
up p he answered, H \es, I will dig it up &ome day/* 

For a good time he promised (to do it) to-morrow and 
to-morrow; and (in the mean time) his bramble^busli 
grew fi rm and robust/* 

The Governor said to him one day, 4( 0 promise- 
breaker, come forward in my business: do not creep 
back /' m 

He rejoined, "0 unde, the days are btitoton «#/* 
iThe Governor) said, M Hasten ; defer not the payment 
of my debt/** 

You who say, * Tomorrow/ learn you this, that in 
every day which time brings*** 
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That evil tree grows younger, and this digger of it 
Tip gets (more) old and helpless/* 

Tile bramble-busk (is) gaining strength and on the 
rise; (whilst .1 the (proposed) digger of it up (is) getting 
old and on the decline.™ 

The' bramble-bush every day and every moment 
(more) green and fresh; the digger of it up every day 
more emaciated and withered. 

It is becoming younger, (andj you are becoming 
older; be quick (therefore), and do not waste your 
time, 1 ' 

Consider the bramble-bush asanr bad habit of yours; 
(its) thorns at last will often wound your feet.™ 

You have often been wounded by your (evil) nature ■ 
—you have no sense; you are utterly devoid of 
sense. 

If (you are heedless) of others’ being wounded, which 
(wounding) happens through your evil nature, 1 — 

If you are heedless {of that, I say), you are at least 
not heedless of your own woundsyou are the 
torment of yourself and of every stranger. 

Either take an axe and strike like a man: like 4 All 
cut away thin gate of Khaihar ; m 

Or else graft a rose-bush upon this bramble-bush; 
graft the Light of a friend upon (this) fire.™ 

In order that his Light may quench your fire; and 
the grafting of that (rose-bush) may make your bramble- 
bush a bed of roses. 

You are like hell, (and) he is a believerthe quench¬ 
ing of fire by means of a believer is possible/" 
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The fire will say. "Pass on quickly from me, 0 King 
(of the Faith); (for) lo ! your Light has carried away 
the burning of my fire,” 

Therefore, the Light of the believer is the destruction 
of the fire, because the repelling of a thing is not 
possible except by a contrary. 

Anti that (lira) has been raised from (God’s) anger, 
and this (Light) from (Hfo) grace; (therefore) the fire 
will be the contrary of the Light on the Day of Justice.™ 

If you. wish to repel the evil of the fire, pour the water 
of mercy r4i upon the heart of the fire, 

The spring of that water of mercy is the believer: 
the pure spirit of the faithful worshipper is the water of 
life/'* 

Therefore your soul Uses from him, because you are 
of fire, (and) he is the water of the stream. 

Fire flees from water, because its fieriness is destroyed 
by water. 

Tour sense and thought come from the fire;the 
sense and thought of the Shaikh rii are the pure and 
subtle Light. 

"When the water of his Light trickles upon tho fire, a 
crackling noise arises from the fire and it starts 

V s * 

When it makes a crackling noise, any to it, "Death 

ond pain! ' until this hell, your carnal soul, grows 

cold; 

To the end that it may not bum your rose-garden; 
that it may not bum the fulfilment of your religious 
duties and faithful worship, 11 * 
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Thenceforth whatever you sow will give produce; it 
mill bring tulips, wild roses, and wild thyme/ 1 * 

Again we are going wide of the straight path; turn 
back, my lord, (and let us see) where our path is 

Wo were engaged in relating, 0 envious one,' 1 ’ that 
your ass is lame and that the place of destination is 
distant. Be quick (then)! ™ 

The year has grown late; it is not the time for tillage: 
there is nothing hut disgrace and evil deeds. 

Worms have got at the root of (he tree, the body; it 
must be dug up and put upon the fired® 

Take heed, take heed, 0 traveller, it has grown late, 
the sun of life has gone towards the pit/' 1 

In these two short days when you have (still some) 
strength (left), devote at once all the energies of your 
old age liberally (to the sendee of God). 

Lavbh this slight amount of seed which remains to 
you, in order that long lifemay grow from these two 
moments. 

So long as this jewelled lamp is not extinct/" take 
heed you put its wick and oil in good order at once/* 1 

An exposition of the evil of putting off good deeds 
until the morrow. 

Take heed you say not " To-morrow,” for to-morrows 
have passed away."* (Delay no further), in order that 
the days of tillage may not pass away altogether. 

Hear my counsel; The body is a strong bond ; put 
off the old if yon have an inclination for the new/ 1 * 
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Close your lips, and open your palms full of gold ; ^ 
give up avarice as regards the body, and display 
generosity.”* 

The abandonment of sensual desires and of pleasures 
is generosity — whoever sinks into sensuality does not 
rise (again ). 

This generosity is a branch of a paradisaical cypress: 
alas for him who lets such a branch go from his hand ■ 

This abandonment of sensual desire is the tf firmest 
handle”:'* this branch (of generosity) draws the soul 
towards heaven; 

Until, drawing you upwards, 0 man of good religion, 
it m bears yon to its source, 771 

You are a Joseph of beauty, and this world is like the 
pit, and the cord ia patience with the commands of God, 771 

The cord bas come, 0 Joseph, seize it with your two 
hand a ■ do not bo careless of the cord ; it has grown 
late™ 

Praise be to God that they have let down lids cord: 
they have mingled together munificence and mercy; 711 

So that you may bc® the world of a new soul; a world 
most conspicuous though invisible*"* 

(For) this world of non-existence has become like (real) 
existences ; and that world of existence has become most 
concealed** 1 * 

Dust is upon the wind, and sports a bout; it present* 
a false appearance (and) acts as a veiL m 

This, which is employed, is idle and (as a mere) outer 
covering; and that, which is hidden, is its pkh and 
source.™ 
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The dust is as an instrument in the hands of the 
wind : consider the wind as exalted and of exulted 
origin. 

The glance of an eye of dust falls upon the dust; an 
eye which looks towards the wind is of another kind/"* 

I he horse knows the horse because it is a companion 
to it; a rider algo knows the state of a rider. 1 * 

The sensible eye is a horse and the Light from God 
(in the heart of the spiritual) is the rider- the horse 
indeed is of no use without the rider. 

Then correct the horse of (its) bad nature, otherwise 
the horse will he rejected by the King/* 1 

The horse's eyes find the road through the eyes of the 
King : its eyes without the eyes of the King are helpless 
and bewildered. 

To whatever place yon call the eyes of horses — -(be it) 
other than the grass and pasture—they will *ay T fH Ko ■ 
why (should we go) ? ” 

(When) the Light of God is mounted upon the 
sensible light/ 4 * then the soul is eagerly inclined to¬ 
wards God,* 1 

How can the horse without a rider know the manner 
of the road ? The King is wanted (on it) in order that 
it may know (and follow) the King's highway. 

Go towards those senses on which His Light b 
mounted those senses to which that Light is a 
good companion. 

1 he Light of God is an adornment to the light of the 
senses: this is the (real) meaning of iL Light upm 
Ughtr w 

H 
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The sensible light"* draws (man) towards the earth; 
the Light of God carries him towards the heights 'of the 
highest Heaven). 

Because things of the senses ere a lower world J v 
Tlie Light of God is a Sea, and the senses are like a 
dew-drop/* 1 

But the Hider upon that (horse) is not manifest 
except by good effects and words/ 15 

The sensible light, which is gross and heavy,*" is 
concealed in the pupil of tie eyes. 

Since you cannot gee tie sensible light by tie eyes t 
how should yon see that Light of religion hv the 
eye*™ 

The sensible light notwithstanding this grpssnesa (of 
it) is hiddenhow (then) should not a Light which is 
pure and clear be hidden ? 

This world (is) like hits of stick and straw in the 
hands of the wind, the invisible (world): (it is) a 
helpless being before the power and control q£ the 
invisible. 1 * 

Sometimes this control raises it high, (and) some¬ 
times it lowers it; sometimes it makes it whole and 
well, (and) sometimes it discomfits and wounds it 

Sometimes it carries it to the right, sometimes to 
the left; m sometimes il makes it a roso-gnrden, some¬ 
times (a place of) brambles. 

See the pen writing, whilst the Hand is hidden; the 
horse galloping about, whilst the Eider is invisible/” 

Sec the arrow flying whilst the bow is invisible; 
tho souls visible, whilst the SonJ of souls is hidden, 1 " 
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Do not break the arrow* for it is the arrow of a 
Kin#/' It is not an mtott of long range; it is from 
the thumb-stall of One Who knm. ;H 

God has said, 11 Foil did not shoot irhen you shot” 
God r a action has precedence over acts/ 4 * 

Break your anger; do not break the arrow; M the 
eyes of your anger count milk as blood,™ 

Kiss the arrow and bring it before the King,—the 
arrow stained with blood from the blood of (your) 
heart. 1 * 

That which is visible™ is helpless, restricted, and 
weak ; and that which is invisible “kso powerful and 
predominant. 

We are prey ; to whom is such a snare ? We are the 
ball of a polo-stick; where ia the Polo-player ? 

He tears, He sews; where is this Tailor? He 
blows, Ho bums ; where is this Thrower of Greek 
fine? 1 ** 

At one time He makes a faithful witness of the truth 
an unbeliever; at another lime Ho makes an atheist a 
pious ascetic.™ 

For the sincere devotee is m danger of n snare until 
he is completely purified from himself. ^ 

Because he is (still) on the Road, and highwaymen 
are innumerable ; he (only) escapes who is under the 
safe-conduct of God. 

Until the mirror has become pure and unsullied* he 
is still only a sincere devotee; m until he has caught 
the bird, he Is (still) a hunter, ILfi 
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When the sincere devote* has become pure and um 
sullied, be is saved; 111 he has reached the position of 
security, and has gained the victory.; 111 

No {matured) grape become again an unripe grape; 
no ripe Iniit becomes precocious fruit ' m 

Become ripe, and (so) be free from cliauge: go ! 
become Light like Burhan-e Muhaqqiq, 5fc1 

When you have escaped from self, you become al¬ 
together a demonstration ; sla when the slave, (yourself), 
becomes non-eskt*nt h you become the Sultan? 11 

If you wish for ocular demonstration, ftiblbu P d-Dln 
shewed it: he gave sight to the eyes and opened them? 37 

Eveiy eye which has the Light of Him has seen from 
his eyes and aspect renunciation and self-renunciation. 

(Salal,m P d-Dlu) is a Shaikh w ho constantly works like 
Clod without instrument; who gives lectures to his 
disciples without speaking? 39 

Hearts in Ilia hands (are) like soft and yielding war ; 
his seal gives sometimes disgrace, sometimes fame?* 

The impression on his was speaks of the seal-ring." 1 
Of whnt s again, does the on graving on the stone of 
the ring speak ? 

It speaks of the Thought of that Goldsmith; m —(this) 
ie a chain of which (every) link is joined to another. 1 * 3 

(I rom) whose cry is this echo in these mountains, 
the hearts? 1 * 1 —sometimes these mountains nre full of 
the cry ; sometimes they are empty?” 

(I 1 rom) wherever it be, he (from whom it is) is the 
wise one, the masler; ‘"'—may Lis call not be absent from 
this mountain, the heart! 
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There are mountains which double the cry ; [and) 
there are mountain* which centuple 

From that cry and speech the moun tains send out 
countless springs of limpid water.“ 

Whilst that gracious response issue?) (even) from the 
mountains, the waters in the springs turn to blood. ^ 

It was through that King of august footstep ^ that 
Mount Sinai became aiJ rubies.^ 1 

(All) the parts of the mountain received life and In¬ 
tel lect i m —\are we after all less than the rock (then;, 
O people?™ 

Neither does one spring gush np from the soul,, nor 
does the body become one of those clothed in green r Mi 

There is neither any echo in it to the call of yearn¬ 
ing.^ nor the delight of a draught from the cupbearer.* 1 * 

Where is the zeal (which would force them) with adze 
mid pick to dig up entirely such a mountain? 1 ^ 

So that perchance a Moon might shine upon its parts: 
the Light of the Moan might find a way into it. 04 

When the Resurrection digs up the mountains,"how 
shall it throw a shadow over our heads ? w 

How can this Resurrection he less than that Resurrec¬ 
tion ? That Resurrection is a wound, and this one is as 
a salve. M] 

Whoever has come across that salve is secured from 
wounds; whatever evil person h m come across that 
good thing is made good. 

How blessed is the ugly one to whom one of beauty 
has become an associate I Alas for the rose-faced one 
to whom Autumn has become a companion! w 
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When inanimate bread is associated with life/ 11 the 
bread becomes living and the essence of life. 

(When) the dark-looking fire- wood becomes an assoc* 
inte of the fire, (its) darkness departs, and it becomes 
nothing but light. 

When a dead ass falls into a salt-pit, it puts jucay 
that asinine nature and lifelessnqss^ 1 

“ The baptism 0 / God" is (by) the dye of the jar of God 1 s 
Nature; all rites and practices become of one colour in 
it.*“ 

When (the falls into the jar, and you say to him, 
"Arise!” he says with joy, "I am the jar; blame me 
not."** 

That (saying), *1 ana the jar," is saying, “I am 
God;"- 1, he has the colour of the fire, though he is 
iron/*' 

The colour of the iron is effaced in the colour of the 
fire; it boasts of the quality of fire, but it is as one who 
is silent* 1 * 

When in redness it has become like the (pure) gold 
of the mine, then its boast without tongue is H I am the 
fire." 150 

It is ennobled by the colour and nature of the fire : 
it says, " I am the fire, I am the fire. 

I am the fire; if you have any doubt or suspicion, 
make a trial; put your hand upon me* 

I am the fire: if this is a doubtful thing to you, put 
your face upon my bee for a moment/' 

When man receives Light from God, he is worshipped 
by the angels from (God h s) election (of him).** 1 
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(He ig} also worshipped by that person whoso soul, 
like i those of) the angels, is free from rebellion and 
doubt** 

(But) what is fire? what is iron? dose your lips ; m 
do not make sport of the comparison of the comparer. 1 * 

Put your feet into the Sea, (and) do not speak of It; * 
on the brink of the Sea be si lent, amazed and abashed,* 14 

Although a hundred like me have not. power to bear 
the Sea p still I cannot abstain from the submerging 
waters of the Sea.“ r 

May my soul and intellect be sacrificed to the Sea! 
This Sea has given the price of the blood of soul and 
intellect. 

So long aa my lee t can move, I will pursue my course 
in It; when I have feet no longer, I shall be as a duck 
in It. 6 " 

An unmannerly person present is better than an 
absent man: though the knocker is crooked, is it not 
upon the door? I1U * 

Go to the tank,** you whose body is unclean;—how, 
outside of the tank, can a man become clean ? 

The pure man who is separated from the tank falls 
apart also from his purity. 1 ^ 

The purity of this tank is limitless; the purity of 
bodies is of little measure.^ 

Because the (“MurehidV 1 ) heart is a lank (indeed), 
blit, out of eight,*® it hag a secret road to the Sea. 1 *' 

Your limited purity requires help;*' otherwise 
number is decreased by expenditure. 
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The crater says to the unclean person, 11 Hasten tome* 0 
The unclean person flays, lf I am ashamed before the 
water ,a “ 

The water eaya h i4 How can this shame depart without 
me? How can this impurity disappear without 
me”? 

Every unclean one who hides from the water is (an 
exemplification of) "Shame is an obstacle to the Faith." m 

The heart becomes muddy from the steps qf the tank, 
the body ; the heart becomes pure from the water of the 
tank, the hearts.™ 

Go to the steps of the tank, the heart, my son; take 
heed you ehun the steps of the tank, the body. 

The sea o£ the body dashes ngainst the sea of the 
heart; (but) between them k the barrier, bl They do not 
overpass ,'* 583 

Whether you be straight, or whether you be otodked, '* 
creep forward towards Him; do not creep backwards 

Although there la danger to life (in association) with 
kings, (yet) the high-mhidcd cannot be without that 
(King). 

Since the King is sweeter than sugar, it is heat that 
life be sacrificed lor the sweet,® 1 

0 youj who reproach (lovers, be) safety yours! O 
you who seek safety, leave me alone. 

My soul is a furnace; it k happy with the fire : It is 
enough for the furnace that it ia the place for fire. 

There ia fitness iu burning for love, as the furnace is 
burnt by fire-” 1 : whoever is blind to tide ia not a 
furnace. 
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When the provision of destitution has become your 
provision* you have found eternal life, and death, baa 
departed.^ 

tthengnef has taken up great joy for yon,, roses 
and lilies occupy the garden of your soul 111 

That which is terror to others is your security: Kl -—the 
dock is strong on the water, and the domestic fowl (ia) 
weak, 171 

Again I haire become mad, 0 Physician I Again 1 
have become insane, O Friend! 

The links of your chain are of many forms ■ m every 
single link gives another form of madness,*® 

l he gift (and effect) of every link are other forms; 
hence every moment I have a new form of madness. 

Then, 4 'Madness is of different forma ** has become a 
proverb: " 1] especially (does this apply to the madness 
which is) in the chain of this glorious Lord* 

: My] madness has so broken bends that all madmen 
(even) offer me counsel.' 1 


The friends of Zu f n-Nvn f the Egyptian—May God? 6 mercy 
he Oft him /—come to the madhouse to visit him. 

It so befell Zun-XuD, the Egyptian that a fresh 
attack of mental disturbance and madness broke out in 
him. 

His mental disturbance became so great that through 
it Eiffiiction arose (oven) to above the «Vy~^ 

Take heed r 0 salt and barren ground, that yon place 
not your mental disturbance beside that of the pure 
lorda (of spirituality)^ 
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The people had not the power to bear bis mad ness : 
bis fire wag as an outrage to their formal religions 

observances. 1 * 7 

When (dlls) fire fell upon the beards ol the com¬ 
monalty, they bound Mm, and put him into a prison,** 

It is not possible to draw in this rein, although the 
commonalty are disturbed by the pursuit of this road.** 

These Kings see danger to their lives from the com¬ 
monalty, for this body of men are blind, and the Kings 
are without toes.™ 

Whan authority is in the bauds of the dissolute," 1 
Zil'h-NAd is necessarily in prisnu- 

The great King rides alone and unattended! so in¬ 
comparable a pearl is in Ltia hands of children ! ™ 

A pearl! nay, a whole Sea concealed in a single 
drop! a Sun hidden in a single mote! ™ 

A Sun showed itself as a mote, and little by little 
displayed its face." n 

AH motes became effaced in it-* 11 through it the 
world became intoxicated, and sober,** 

When the pen w is in the hand of a tyrant, MansQr is 
doubtless on a gibbet.** 

When the stupid have this business,** 11 Ttiey kilt the 
prophets” necessarily follows.™ 

The erring people said to the prophets in (their) 
folly: m “FeriJfj, tec augur ill from you*' m 

See the folly of the Christian, who looks for security 
and protection to that Lord who was crucified ! *“ 
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Since, according to the (Christ ian 1 *) assertion He was 
crucified by the Jews.—them how can He ehew protec¬ 
tion, to him ? 

Since that King's heart was afflicted and vexed by 
them, how should there be (for them) the protection of 
“ WMit you were with them ” ? 

The greatest danger to the pure gold and the gold¬ 
smith is the deceitful counterfeiter. 611 

Those with the beauty of Joseph are concealed 
through the anyy of the ugly, for the beautiful lire in 
the fire through enemies.** 

Those with the beauty of Joseph are in the pit 
through the artifice of (their) brethren, for through 
envy they resort to the artifice of pretending that the 
wolves have eaten Joseph.* 1 

What befol Joseph of Egypt through (the) envy (of 
his brethren)! This envy i* a big wolf iu ambush.®* 

Jacob, gentle and clement, had necessarily through 
this wolf fear and apprehension for Joseph continu¬ 
ally. 

Truly, no visible wolf came near Joseph; (but) this 
envy, in reality, exceeds wolves (in evil), 

This wolf, (envy), indicted the wound, and with 
cunning perfidy came (the words), “ Truly^ we went to 
run mice# together** 

A hundred thousand wolves have not such artifice ; 
(but) this wolf, (envy) h will at last suffer disgrace:— 
wait (awhile),* 1 * 

For they will undoubtedly on the Day of Detriment 111 
make the envious arise in the form of wolves, 
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The rising of ike vile, greedy mm, the eater o! un¬ 
lawful food, will be on the Day of Reckoning (in) the 
form of a hog. 

Ad niter era will be malodorous; ,u and wine-drinkers 
will have fetid mouths. 

The stench hidden (from the senses), which (only) 
reaches the hearts (of people)* becomes in the Resurrec¬ 
tion sensibly felt and manifest* 

The being of man is (like) a forest;—be full of caution 
of this being if you are of that Breath* 1 * 

Id our being there are thousands of wolves and huge. 
(In our being) them is the righteous, the unrighteous; 
the fair and the foul.*" 

That trait which is predominant decides the tempera¬ 
ment : when gold exceeds copper in quantity, (the 
substance) is gold. 

ThE quality which is predominant in your being,— 
you will have Eo rise in the very form of that same 
quality. 

At one moment woUishness comes into man; at 
another moment f the moon-like beauty of the face el 
Joseph, 

Feelings of peace and of enmi ty go by a hidden road 
from bosom to bosom/ 14 

Kay, indeed, wisdom, knowledge, and skill pass from 
man (even) into the ox and the ass. 

The (untrained) horse, rough and unformed, becomes 
of good easy paces and docile; the bear dances, and the 
goat also salutes, 
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From mm tlie desire (of doing something: enters into 
the dog; he becomes a shepherd, or a limner, or a 
guard. 

From those Sleepers a moral nature passed to the 
dog of the Companions (of the Cave), so that he became 
a seeker of God. 111 

Every moment a new species appears in the bosom; 
sometimes a demon, sometimes an angel* and some¬ 
times wild beasts.*^ 

From that wonderful Forest with which every Lion is 
acquainted there is a hidden mad to that 'snare, the 
bosoms (of mm}*' 4 

Steal the pearl of the soul from hearts, 0 yon who 
are less than a dog! m —-from the hearts, (I would say";, 
of the Sufi saints. 

Since yon steal,** 1 (steal) at least that exquisite pearl \ 
since you hear fburdens}, (bear) at least a noble one, 

37 ic disciples understand that Zu 'n-Nun has not gone 
mad: that he has acted of set purpose . 

The friends went to the prison in vie w of Zu'n-Ntin’s 
affair, and expressed a certain opinion as to that 
(case)* 

(They said): ''Possibly he does this of set purpose, 
or there is some mysterious reason for it ; (for) in this 
religion he is a "qibk” and a miracle. 37 ' 

Alien bo it indeed to his Rea-like m intellect that 
madness should inspire levity of conduct in him. 

God forbid, when his position ie so exalted,™ that 
the clond of madness should hide his moon! M1 
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He has taken shelter from the harm inflicted by the 
commonalty; he has become mad because h .e feels 
shame at the sensible**” 

Through shame at the intellect which is dull and 
carnal m he, of set purpose, has gone and become mad, 

(As one who should say), is Bind me tightly, and with 
the tail of a cow strike me on the head and back, and 
do not search into this or contest it; 

So that 1 may gain life through the strokes ol a part 
(of the cow) h as the slain man did through the cow of 
Mosea, 0 trusty friends;" 

That I may become happy through the strokes of a 
part of the cow; that I may become well, like the slain 
man (restored by means) of the cow of Moses,” 

The slain man became all re through the strokes of 
the cow's tail: — (through the means employed) he 
became pure gold, even as copper does from alchemy. 

The slain man sprang up, and told the secret; he 
pointed out the blood-thirsty set. 

He said openly, M This party killed me—(these men) 
who contend about me and (appear) distressed.” M 

When this heavy body is killed,*” a secret-knowing 
entity is made alive. 

This spirit of the man sees heaven and hell: it clearly 
distinguishes all secrets and mysteries. 

It points out the demon homicides; it clearly shews 
the snares of deceit and fraud. 

To kill the cow is a condition of the $flfr Path, in 
order that the spirit may be restored to health by the 
strokes of her tail. 
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Kill the cow of your carnal soul as quietly as possible, 
in order that the bidden spirit may be made alive by 
intellect* 

Return to the Story of ZmVS3»— May his hidden state 
he sanctified I 

When those people approached him* he cried aloud, 
“Halloa! who arc you? he careful" 

With courtesy they said, “Wo. your friends, have 
eoine here to inquire heartily about your health, 

How are you, 0 varied Sea of intellect? What 
slander upon your intellect i 0 this (attributed) madness? 

How should the smoke of a furnace como upon the sun ? 
How should the *Anqfi be discomfited by a crow ? m 

Ho not withhold this matter from us, (but) explain it \ 
we are friends; do not act so towards us.*" 

It is not well to drive away friends, or by dissimula¬ 
tion and deceit to alienate (them). 

Explain the secret, 0 King I Do not put your htee 
under a cloud of mystery, 0 Moon ! 

We are friendly, sincere, and yearning (for you); in 
both worlds we have fixed (oun hearts upon you. 7 * 

2u r n~Ntin began to tiae coarse and abusive expres¬ 
sions with no regard to meaning: like an insane person 
he uttered senseless words; 

He sprang up and made stones and sticks fly (at 
them); aH (of them) fled for fear of blows- 

2u'a-Sun laughed aloud, and tossed bis bead in con¬ 
tempt/ 11 He said, “See the vain assumption of these 
friends! 
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See the friends* Where is the sign of friends (in 
them) ? Pain is to (real) friends as their life,™ 

How should a friend shun pain (inflicted) by his 
friend ? Pain is the kernel* and friendship is like a 
shell to it™ 

Is not the sign of friendship exhilaration in trial, 
calamity,-and the endurance of hardship? 

A friend is like gold, (and) trials are like fire: the 
pure gold is well and happy in the heart of the fire/' 

Luqm&n* 9 m master tests his intelligence. 

Was it not so with Luqrnan, who was a devoted 
slave; “ who day and night was active in sendee? 

(Hie) master held him as the first and best in service: 
he considered him as better than his own sons. 

Because Luqman, though the son of a slave, was a 
master (of himself) and one free from desire. 

A King said to a Shaikh ° in conversation ; "Ask mo 
for something in the way of a gift/' 

The Shaikh said* "Are you not ashamed to speak so 
to me ? Be above this. 

I have two slaves, and despicable they are ; but 
those two are rulers and lords over you/' 

The King said, “What are those two? this is an 
error /' m He replied, “The one ia 4 anger T and the 
other 1 sensuality/ n 

Consider him a King who is independent Ui of 
sovereignty; whose light rises (and shines) without 
moon or sum 
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He (only) whose own essence is a treasure has a 
treasure; he has existence who is an enemy to existence.* 0 

The master of Lucjoniln (was) to outward appearance 
as a master, (hat he was) in &rutb a slave, (and) Luqmim 
(was) his man ter. 941 

la (this) topsy-turvy world there Is many (an example) 
of this : in their Bight a pearl ia less than a bit of straw ** 

The desert has been called a place of refuge : *"—a 
name and form (of speech) have ensnared their intellect. 1 * 1 

In Borne people ** the dress is a distinguishing mark 
(of the person) ;—when he wears a tunic they nay he is 
of the commonalty. 

In some peoplethe hypocritical externals of ascetic¬ 
ism {are a distinguishing mark);—light is wanted, that 
a person may (be able to) spy out asceticism.* 0 

Light is wanted, free from servile imitation and 
bias,*'* in order that one may recognise a man without 
deeds or words (from him) : 

That lie may penetrate into his heart by the way of 
intellect: that he may see his real nature immediately* 1 
and not be dependent upon interpretation,* 43 

The chosen slaves of Him who knows all secrets and 
mysteries are, in the world of soul* 10 spies upon hearts. 

They come into the interior of the heart like a thought; 
the secret of one’s state is laid open before them. 

What of properties is there in a sparrow's body which 
can be concealed from the falcon's intellect ? 

He who has become acquainted with the secrets of 
God f —■*“ what are the secrete of created beings to 
him?** 
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Ho whose course m above tbe spheres,—how should it 
be difficult for him to waUc upon the earth ? 

When iron became wax in the hands oi David,—what 
should was fee in his hands, 0 unconscionable man ? 

Luqm&n wag a slave in appearance, (but) a master !in 
reality): (he was) a piece of brocade with a roll of cotton 
outside it.** 4 

When a master goes to a place where they do not 
know him, he puts {his own) clothes on to his slave. 

He himself puts on the slave's clothes, and makes his 
slave leader. 

FTc walks behind him as a slave, lest any one should 
become aware (of his position). 

lie says, "0 slave, go you and sit in the highest place; 
I will take (your) shoes as the humblest slave. 

Behave yon with harshness (and) give me abuse; do 
not treat me with any honour, 

I make the relinquishment of service your service^ now 
that I am sowing the seed of stratagem in a strange 
place." w 

Masters have performed these acts of servitude, in 
order that it may be thought that they are slaves" 

They have been sated with, and tired of mastership; 
they have set themselves to work (after the fashion of 
slaves), 

lint these slaves to desire;, on the contrary, set up 
as masters of intellect and soul/'" 

From a master may come the quality of self-abase¬ 
ment; from the slave may come nothing but servitude, 1 * 
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Scb between that world and this there are such 
arrangement*—contrary, the one to the other.™ 

Luqman's master was aware el this secret state :*■ 
he had seen significant indications (el it) in him. 

That traveller knew the secret, but drove his ass 
quietly along m for a good object* 

He would have set him free in the beginning, but 
besought the contentment of Luqman; 

For Luqmln (himself) hail this desire (to remain a 
slave), in order that no one might know the secret of 
the young lion,* 1 

What wonder if you keep (your) secret hidden from 
the wicked? This is a wonder that you keep (your) 
secret hidden from yourself l 

Keep (your) business hidden from your own eyes, 
in order that your business may be secure from the 
good and the wicked.™ 

Consign yourself to the snare of reward, 1 ® 1 and then 
steal something from yourself when alien to yourself*" 

They give opium to the wounded man p in order that 
they may draw' the arrow-head from his body. 

At the time of death a man is torn with pain, (and 
whilst hie attention is) distracted by it, Ida soul is 
home away. 

Since at every thought to which you give (your) heart, 
they will bear away something secretly from you : m 

(Since whatever thought you are conceiving), what¬ 
ever acquirement you are making, 0 you who are (thus) 
diligent, the ddef will approach on the aide where 
you have no feeling of insecurity, 
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Then, engage yourself in that which is better, so 
that (the thief) may bear away from you (only) some¬ 
thing which is inferior. 

When the merchant's bales fall into the water, he 
lays hold of the better goods. 

Since something is to be lost in the water, abandon 
the inferior, and secure the better. 


The wisdom of Luqman becomes manifest to those 
iciio test Mm. 

Whatever food they brought (the master),—he used 
to send some one to Luqman upon its being brought; ™ 

In order that Luqro, T m should partake of it,—the 
master's design being to eat that which he left,** 

Me used to eat his leavings, and go into ruptures; *" 
whatever food {LuqinSn) did not partake of, he, (the 
master), would throw away. 

And (even) if he eat (of it), (it was) without heart 
ami appetite:—this (is the mark of) an infinite union,' 11 

They had brought him (onoe) a water-melon ns a 
present; he said, “Go, (and) call my son, Luqmaa," 

When he had cut it and given him a slice, he eat 
it like sugar and honey. 

From the pleasure with which he eat (it) he gave 
him a second, (and so on) till the seventeenth slice 
was reached. 

One slice remained, (and) he said, “I will eat this 
myself, so that I may see how sweet a melon this 
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3e eats it with such pleasure that from hie enjoy¬ 
ment one's heart is filled with desire and Jongs for the 
morsel ** 

When he had eaten it, fire flamed (in him) from its 
bitterness: it, both blistered his tongue* and burnt his 
throat. 

From its bitterness he became for a while stupefied ; 
afterwards be said to him, *'0 soul of the world. 

How have you made all this poison a sweet antidote ? 
How have you thought this harshness hind ness? K1 

What patience is this? wherefore is this endurance ? 
Or (is it) perchance (that) this life of yours is In your 
opinion a foe ? K * 

Why did you not plead a reason (for abstaining; and 
say, * I have an excuse to offer; desist a while.* ,p K * 

He answered, “ I have eaten so much from your 
bountiful hand that I am bent double with shrnne. 

When suddenly I received one bitter thing from 
your hand, I was ashamed to make you acquainted 
with it. 

Since all the parts (of my body) have grown through 
your bounties, and are deep in your grain and snare,— 

11 1 cry out and complain on account of one thing 
which is bitter, may the dust of a hundred roads be on 
all parts (of my body) ! 

It has received the sweetness of your sugar-giving 
liand ; how could that (sweetness) allow (any) Bitter¬ 
ness in the melon? 11 ” 

Bitter things become sweet through love; copper 
things become golden through lorn 
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Dregs become clear and bright through lore 5 pains 
become salutary through love. 

Through love a dead person is made living; through 
love a king is made a slave. 

This love too is the result of knowledge ; when has 
foolishness (ever) ast upon such a throne ? 977 

When has deficient knowledge given rise in tins 
love?- r (ies), deficient fknowledge) gives rise to Iove K 
but (only) love of inanimate things .* 71 

Vriipn (deficient knowledge) sees the colour of an 
object to be desired in an inanimate thing p it (m as if 
it thought it) heard the voice of a beloved being in a 
whistling sound .* 3 

Deficient knowledge cannot distinguish, (and) con- 
eequeutlj it thinks lightning the sun,** 

When the Prophet called the deficient accursed ** it 
was interpreted a* deficiency of intellect. 

Because the deficient in body is compassionated by 
(God's) compassion:^ cursing and repulsion ** are 
incongruous in the case of the compassionated. 

(It is) deficiency of intellect (which) is (really) an 
evil malady—it 13 the reason of the curse (of God) p 
aud it is deserving of alienation (from Him). 

Because the perfecting of intellect is not impossible ; 
but the perfecting of the body is not passible. 

1 he unbelief and arrogance of every alienated infidel 
have all been brought about by deficiency of intellect.* 1 

For deficiency of body comfort Las come in (the 
words of 1 the Qur'an ; " There u no culpability in the 
ease of the blind rnonT ** 
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The lightning is transitory and very unfaithful; 
"but iron, who sro without purity (and brightness of 
heart) t cannot distinguish between tho transient and 
the lasting/* 

The lightning smiles; say, at what does it smile? 
At tlio person who gives his heart to its light. 1 * 4 

The lights of the sky are hamstrung; M that (Light) 
which is neither of the East nor of the West is King.™ 

Consider the nature of the lightning taa that which) 
"taiesi away (the sight of) the eyes;** consider the 
eternal Light as nothing but ' + Helpers.” 191 

To urge one's house over the foam of the Sea; to 
(try to) read a letter in the light of a lightning flash m 

Is. through cupidity, to fail in foresight; is to laugh 
nt one's own heart and intellect. 

Intellect in its own nature is far-sighted; that which 
does not see the issue (of things) is the carnal sqai 

The intellect which is overcome by the carnal soul 
becomes the carnal soul; if Jupiter is afflicted by 
Saturn it becomes inauspicious.*” 

But turn your glance to this same inauspldousness, 
(and) look at the Being who has affected you by it 

The (person whose) glance turns to this ebb and 
flow/ pierces his way from an inauspicious to an 
auspicious; influenced 

(God) causes you to cliangB from mood to mood + 
making apposite clear by opposite in the change, 

In order that fear may be born in you of the left-hand 
side, and that men may be led to hope for the delight 
of the right hand side ™ 
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In order that you may be two-winged; lor a bird 
with one wing ia powerless to flv p 0 worthy man. 

Either allow mo not to enter upon speech, or give me 
permission to speak to the end.** 

But if \on wish not either this or that, command is 
loon: how can any one know at what Yon aim?** 

It requires one like Abraham to see in the fire paradise 
and its palaces, by the light (of deep knowledge): l ™ 

One (who) atep by step may mount above the moon 
and sniL, 30 dint he may not remain like the knocker 
attached to the door: lt,JJ 

One (who] like the Friend (of God) may pass beyond 
the seventh heaven, saying (with him), l+ J Jove not things 
uhick decline a fid 

This world of the body is delusive, except to him who 
has escaped from carnal lusts. 

The condueion of the (Story of the ) retinue’a may of 
the Krug's favourite slave. 

The Story of the King and the nobles, and of (their) 
envy of the favourite slave, Lhe king of wisdom, 

Has been left far off through the importunate attrac¬ 
tive force of speech;■*» we must return and complete it. 

The felicitous and fortunate gardener of God's 
domain ““—how should he not know one tree from 
another 7 1414 

That tree which is bitter and worthless, and that 
tree whose fruit is seven hundred (t.e, good and 
plentiful],— 

How should he treat them in the same mannerhe 
who looks at them with fore-seeing eyes ? 
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(And knows) what is ultimately the fruit of those 
trees, although at this moment they are equal to the 
loci. 

The Shaikh who (has become one who) with the 
bight of God, has become acquainted with the ultimate 
and with the initiatory state (of people)/** 

He closes his fore-seeing eyes for the sake of God ; he 
opens hie fbne-seehg eyes in teaching. 1 " 1 

Those enviers were bad trees; they were ill-starred 
ones of bitter nature. 

They boiled up and foamed with envy; in secret they 
engaged in machinations, 

That they might get the favourite slave decapitated, 
and eradicate him from the world. 

How can he be perishable when his soul (in past 
eternity) was the King?™ when his root, (hi* origin), 
was under the protection of God ? 

The King had become acquainted with those secret*, 
(but) like Aba Bnkr-e Rab&bl he remained silent. ,wt 

Gazing at the spectacle of the hearts of those men of 
evil nature, he clapped his hands at those schemers, 1 1 

A crafty people engage in machinations, in order to 
deceive (and outwit) the King* 1 * 11 

A King most great and limitless—how can He be 
contained in a beer-jug* 0 asses [ 

They have sewed a net for the King ! (and) after all 
they learnt these plans from Him. ]<3Ji 

Hi-fated is the disciple who begins to claim equality 
with his master, and opposes him. 1 * 11 
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And with what master! With the master of the 
world; to whom the manifest and the hidden are 
as one. 

Wliose eyes have become those which see icith the 
Light of 6od r and have pierced through the veils of 
ignorance. 

With heart fall of holes like an old blanket (the 
disciple) draws a veil before that wise man.** 14 

The veil laughs at him with a hundred mouths ;— 
every mouth being a slit (open) to him (the master). WQ 

The master says to his disciple, " 0 you who arc less 
than a dog, have you no fidelity towards me ? m * 

Assume that 1 am not a master, a breaker of iron; 1 ,|r 
assume that I am a disciple like yourself, and blind of 
heart — 

(Still) have yon no help from me in soul and 
mind ? “ IS —without mo no water flows to yon , mt 

Hence my heart is the factory of your fortune: 
why would you break this factory, unconscionable 
one ? H 

You say to him, u I secretly strike the fire-steel; 11 im 
—but is there not a window between heart and heart ? ,wl 

After all 'hia heart) sees your thought through (this) 
window; (your) heart hears testimony as to these words 
of yours,*” 

Take it that in his kindness he does not punish you 
openly:"™ that whatever you say he smiles and assents 
(to it)— 

He does not smile from pleasure at your flattering 
(words) ; he smiles at that thought of yours, 1 * 14 
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Thus an impostor should be met bjr an impostor:— 
“Striker with a cup, bo struck by a bottle! MW " this 
is meet requital. 

If his (smile) were a smile of contentment at yon, a 
hundred thousand flowers would blossom for you.*"™ 

hen in contentment his heart Bets (for you), consider 
it as the sun entering Aries. 

From it both the day and the spring smile, (and) 
blossoms one intermingled with the verdant meads. 

A hundred thousand nightingales and doves fill the 
poor and silent world with tong, 1 

T.V hen you see the leaves of your spirit yellow and black, 
how should you be ignorant of the anger of the King?’"' 1 

The sun, the King, in the zodiacal sign of reprehen¬ 
sion makes faces block like a kebab. 1 "* 

Our souls are that Mercury’s leaves: that whiteness 
and that blackness are the measure of u». ln,,> 

(But) again he writes a brevet in red and green, in 
order that souls may escape from gloom and wretched¬ 
ness. ^ 

Red and green are spring's set of substitution; in 
authority, like the writing of the rain-bow. 10 ” 

From the insignificant figure of the hoopoo ,m a reflec¬ 
tion falls upan the heart of BUqis *™ of her reverence 
for Solatium—On him he peace ! 

Mercy, a hundred-fold, be upon that Btlqls, to whom 
God gave the intellect of a hundred men! 

A hoopoe brought a letter, a letter with the royal 
cypher: 1031 a few words from Solomon, clear and 
sufficient ,iMi 
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When she liad read those comprehensive subtleties, 
she looked not with contempt at the envoy. 

(Her) eyes" 3 ' saw (It) as a hoopoe, (but her] soul savr it 
ns the *Anq&: (her) senses saw lit) as a spray of foam, 
(hut herj heart saw it as a sea. 1 *' 3 * 

1 he intellect and the senses, these secret mechanisms 
of two colours, w are at war together, as Muhammad 
with Abu Jahl and those like liiiu H w 

The infidels saw Abmad as a human being, since they 
could not see from him 111 17us moon taig deft * 13tHI 

Throw dust into your eyes which see the sensible* 
(fori the sensible eyes are the enemy of the intellect 
and of religion. 

God has called the sensible eyes blind ; **" He has 
called them idolaters and our enemies. 

With the lord of now and to-morrow before them, jw * 
they see out of a whole treasure nothing but a mite, 1 * 11 

If a mote brings a message from that Sun,®" the aim 
becomes a slave of that mote. 1 ** 1 

A drop of water which has become an envoy from 
the Sea of h nity,—-the seven seas are captives to tha t 
drop,"" 

If a handful of dust becomes Hie active (messenger), 
His skies will prostrate them selves before that duet.** 49 

Wlicn the dust of Adam became the active 
(messenger) of God, the angels of God prostrated them¬ 
selves before his duet 11 * 

Through wkfit F pray, was it (that) the zky umj deft f ll4D 
Through an eye which overcame the earthy nature. 
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Earth through its dreggy nature (and heaviness) 
settles beneath the water;—behold earth which in (its) 
alacrity (and lightness) passed above the 'Audi! Iw * 

1 hen know that that lightness and subtleness are 
not from the water; they are nothing but the gift of 
the moat bountiful Creator. 111 " 

If He make air and fire low in position ; apd if He 
make the thorn surpass the rose (in estimation); — 

He 18 the Ruler; “ God does tc hat He trills ” ; , “ 3 He can 
raise a remedy out of pain itself. 

If He moke air and fire low in position ; if He give 
them a dark, dreggy, and heavy nature; 

And if He make the earth and water high in position : 
(if) He make the paths of the sky trodden under foot; _ 

Then it is certain that “ Ton honour whom You 
will." — ■ w ‘ (God) said to one made of earth, “ Spread 
your wings,” 

Ho said to him who was made of fire, “ Go, be Satan f 
Dwell with deceit beneath die seventh earth. ,w 

0 earthen Adam, mount above Subs] |0M Q fire- 
made Satan, go to the depth a! tiW 

T am not the four temperaments, or the first cause; 
I am perpetually stable in control (over things). 1 * 1 

My action is without cause, and direct ; ,<m I use 
fore-ordinance, not cause, 0 mail of unsound views, 

I shall change Jly custom at the time (I will); IDW 
at the time (l will) I shall lay this dust which 
intervenes , 1,lM 

I ehall eay to the sea, ‘Come, bo full of fire!', 1 ™ 
I shall say to the fire, ‘ Go, be a rose-garden!' ,<w 
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I shall Bay to the mountains, "Be light like 
woolI M,v I shall say to the sky, ‘Come down before 
(people's) eyes J f ™ 

I shall say, "Q son, ho conjoined with the 
moon f T tm We shall make both like a black cloud, 

We will dry up the fountain of the sun,: ,Wfl by (Oar) 
art We will turn a fountain of blood into musk ” mt 

The sun and the moon like two black oxen—God 
will fasten a yoke upon their necks, ],vs 

A phtttis&pher professes disbelief at the reading of M If 
y&ur t enter shall ft arc sunk into the ground” 

One who taught the art of reading the Qur'Sn was 
reading from the Book t IP7a 

<f (Suppose) your water sinking into the ground: 9 * 
(that) I shut oil water from the springs^' 1 

(That) T conceal the water in the depths of the 
earth; (that) I make the springs dry and a place of 
dryness. 

Who after (this) will bring water to the spring 
except Me, the Incomparable, the Gracious the 
Majestic? “» 

A despicable philosopher, a logician, was passing by 
the school at that moment, 

\\ hen he heard the verso, he said in disapproval 
^ 0 will bring the water up by means of a pick r 

\\ ith spade-strokes and by the sharpness of an a_tb 
we will bring up the water from the depths.” 

At night he slept and saw (in a dream) a heroic 
man, who struck (him) a blow fund) blinded both hie 
eyes. 
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He said, bt From these two springs (jour) eyes, 0 
wretch T bring tip some light with, an axe if you are 
a truthful speaker.' ,T 

(When) da y (came) ho sprang up and found both 
his eyes blind : the abound mg light (was) absent from 
Ilia eyes. 

If he had lamented and aated pardon (of God), the 
light which had gone would have appeared (again) 
through (God's) beneficence. 

But asking pardon too la not under (our) control■ LI,;H 
the flavour of penitence is not the dessert of every 
intoxicated person. 

The inauBpicicmaness of acts and the iufelicitousness 
of obstinate denial had closed upon his heart the road 
of penitence. 

His heart had become in hardness like the face of 
the rock ; how should penitence cleave it for the 
purpose of sowing? 

Where is there one like Jethro, that by prayer he 
may turn the rocky hills into earth for the purpose of 
sowing ? 153 

Through the supplication and faith of that ** Friend n 
an arduous and (humanly speaking) impossible affair 
became possible* 

And through Mnqauqh’s Jirrt petitioning the Prophet * 
stony place became an arable field, fit and serviceable* 

But precisely contrary to that, the denial of the man 
turns gold into copper, and peace into war. 

This falseness is the magnet of a degrading meta¬ 
morphosis : it turns fit and serviceable ground into 

atone and pebbles. 
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(But) every heart too ia not permitted to adore: 1W| 
the wages of mercy are not the lot of every worker for 
wagesd** 1 

Take care you commit not offences and sin in reliance 
(upon tile thought) that you may repent and enter the 
asylum (of God's mercy). 

Anguish and tears are necessary for penitence : 
lightning and min are the requirements of penitence.’* 1 

Fire and water are required for the fruit: rain and 
lightning are necessary for this business,' 1 * 3 

Until there ig the lightning of the heart (and) the 
rain of the two eyes, how can the tire of (God'e) 
threatening and anger bo allayed ? 

How can that verdure, the delight of Union (with 
God), grow fin the heart)? How can springs gush up 
with limpid water ? llM 

How can the flower-beds tell their secrets to the 
verdant plain? How can the violet make a treaty 
with the jasmine? L(Sf 

How can a plane-tree open its leaves in prayer?** 
How can a tree sway iLs head in the breeze ol love? 

How can the blossoms in the days of spring begin 
to throw out (their) sleeves full of offerings ? *** 

How can the face of the tulip blaze like blood? 
How can the rose take out gold from its pocket ? lrm 

How can the nightingale come and smell the rose? 
How can the ring-dove like a seeker utter “ kQ-ko ? 1p lMl 

How can the stork give vent heartily to that clatter of 
ri Ink-Ink ? 11 '* 
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What is ^lak M ? (It ^presses) * f Thine is the 
supremo power and sovereignty 0 Thou whose aid is 
sought 1 * 

How can the earth show the secrets of (its! heart ? 1 ' H 
How can the garden be illumined like the sty ? ™ 

From where have they brought those garments ? ™ 
From a Beneficent One, from a Campaxxionote One , all 
of them™ 

He who has seen the King is rejoiced by signs of 
Rim ; when a person has not seen (Him) he hag no 
awakening to consciousness. 1 ^'’ 

The spirit of that person who in the time of 41 Am J 
not (your Lord) " ? has seen hie Lord and become en¬ 
raptured and intoxicated,— 

That (spirit) recognises the scent of wine, because it 
has drunk it; when it has not drunk the wine how can 
it scent it ? * 

Because wisdom is like a stray camel; like an inter¬ 
mediary it is a guide to Kings. 3 ™ 

You see in a dream a handsome person irho promises 
you an indication 

That your wish will be gratified; and the indication 
is this, that a certain person will moot you to¬ 
morrow. 

Another indication is that he will be mounted ; and 
another is that he will embrace you* 

(Still) another indication is that he will smile before 
yoiij and (yet) another that he will join his hands 
together fin front) before you* 1111 
K 
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A further sign ia that when the morrow corner you 
will not through eagerness and longing tell this dream 
to anyone. 

As regards that (particular) sign (God) said to the 
father of John (the Baptist), +< For three days you shall 
by no menus use speech. 

For three nights keep silence as to all you esperi- 
ence: l|na this trill he a sign that John will come to 
you.” 

" Do not expend (your) breath in speech lor three 
days, for this silence ia the sign of (the attainment of) 
your object )* m 

Beware l speak not of this sign: keep this matter 
concealed in (your) heart." 

He will name these signs to him with honeyed 
eloquence, 1 “—these only indeed! 1307 (Nay), a hundred 
other signs. 

The following 11 ^ are signs of this, that the power and 
place you seek you will gain from God : 

(Namely), that you continue treeping during long 
night h ( and that you bum at the dawn in humble 
supplication. 

That your day gets dark without them, 1100 (and) that 
your neck becomes slender ^ a spindle. 

(Again) that you have given in alms all you have:— 
(namely), all your possesions, (making them) as the 
alms of the saints" 1 * 

(That) you have given away all your possessions, and 
sleep, and the colour of (your) face; (that) you have 
sacrificed (your) head, and become like a hair. 1 * 11 
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(That) you Lave often sat in the fire like aloes wood ; 
that you have often met the sword like a helmet/ 111 

A hundred thousand &ueh straits are (in) the habit 
of lovers io£ God), and ihey cannot (indeed) be computed. 

Alter you have seen this dream at night, it becomes 
day ; 1311 through the hopes conveyed in it your day 
becomes blessed. 

You turn (your i eyes to the left and right, (saying to 
yourself), “Where is tlmi indication, and (where are) 
those signs ? ” %m 

You tremble like a leaf, (saying to yourself), ** Alas 3 
if the day goes, and the signs are not accomplished. 11 

lou run in the streets and bazaars and to houses like 
a person who should lose a calf, 

“What ia the matter, Sir? Good news^ let us 
hope! nih (fisys some one} + Sl What means this running 
about of yours! Who is it of yours whom vou have lost 
hero?" 

^ ™ ®jy to him, “It is good news, hut no one must 
know my good news except myself. 

If I tell it, one sign of mine will be lost, and when 
the sign is lost the time of death will have come.™ 1 ’ 4 

You gaze at the face of every horseman; he says to 
you, u Do not gaze at me like a lunatic /' im 

You say to him, * k l have lost a friend; I have turned 
my face towards the seeking of him. 

Slay your prosperity be lasting, 0 horseman ! Have 
compassion upon lovers, and excuse them/' 

W f hen you have Bought, (and) have used earnest 
endeavour in looking about, — 
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4 ' Earnest endeavour does not miss its fttflfrk/*—to 
tliis effect there is a Tradition,— 

Suddenly comes a felicitous horseman ; then he 
embraces you closely. 

You become distraught, and fall into a rapt et&te. ai3J 
The nninitaed saya, M Here in deceit ami hypocrisy ! r1 

How can he sue what this agitation in him is? He 
knows not with whom those arc signs of union. 

These are signs which regard him who has seen, 1119 
How can signs appear to shat other? 

Every moment a fresh sign arrives from Him : a fresh 
life is added to the life of (that) person. 

Water has come to the hapless fish. 1 ” 1 These signs 
arc ' Those signs of the Book.* iUn 

Then the signs which ore in the prophets are 
peculiar to that soul which has been acquainted (with 
God). 11 ” 

This discourse remains imperfect and undecided; 1111 
I lack heart, I am dispirited; excuse im r im 

One cannot count the particles of sand: 1 ” 1 — he, 
especially, (cannot), from whom love has carried away 
intellect, 

Can I enumerate the leaves of the garden? Can I 
enumerate the notes of the port ridge uud the crow ? ,Msr 

They cannot be enumerated, but I enumerate them 
(as far as 1 can ) im for guidance to him who is tested 
(by God). 

(The effects ofj the manspickrasnoBa of Saturn and of 
the auBpicicusness of Jupiter cannot be computed, 
although you may count. 
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But still a portion o! these two effects should be 
explained; that is g (as far as regards) their benefiting 
and injuring; llrt 

In order that some inkling of the effects of i God's) de¬ 
crees may be given to the fortunate and the unfortunate. 11 * 

That person whose planet is Jupiter will be gladdened 
by pleasure and superiority of position. 

And he whose phmet is Saturn should be on his 
guard in (his) affairs against all kinds of e*iL im 

If I should speak of the fire of Saturn to that person 
whose planet is Saturn, (the fire) would bum up that 
hapless 

Our King has given the mandate, * k Invoke God* 
He saw us in the fire and gave us light r JtK 

He has said, bH Although I am not as you invoke 
me: 3IJI (although) pictiuiags are not applicable and 
suited to me/ lw 

Yet he who is (stillj seduced by (and under the 
sway of) picturing and images will never understand 
my nature without similitudes, 11 * 

Corporeal invocations are an imperfect idea ■ the 
attributes of the King are apart from such/ ,IF 

(If) a person say of a king, ' He is not a weaver/ 5 
what praise is this? The person must be ignorant 
of the king. 

Mom—On him be penes / —objects to the prayer of a 
shepherd 

.Moses saw a certain shepherd by the way who was 
Baying, ik Q God, 0 God 1 
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Where are you ? tlial I may become your servant; 
that T may eew your sandals, {and} comb your kair r 

That I may wash your clothes, and kill your vermin ; 
that I may bring you milk, 0 mighty Being. 

That I may kiss your little hands, [and! rub your 
little feet„ (and when) the time of sleeping come* I 
may sweep out your little room,— 

0 You lor whom (all) my goata be sacrificed ! 0 You 

in commemoration of whom are all my cries and shouts f ** 

In this fashion the shepherd was foolishly speaking, 
i when) Moses said, “To whom are these (words) of 
yonra (addressed)* man ? KS 

He answered. 11 To that person who created us ; by 
whom this earth and sky were manifested." 

Moses exclaimed, “Hark you! you are a foolish 
blunderer; you are not a Muslim indeed, you are an 
infidel (in speaking so). 

What nonsense is this ? what blasphemy and raving? 
Press a piece of cotton into your mouth. 

The stench of your blasphemy has made the world 
stinking; your blasphemy has turned the brocade of 
religion into old rags. 

Sandals and socks im are suitable for you -—how are 
such things proper for a majestic Sun? 

If you do not abstain from these words, SUj a fire 11 ** 
will come and consume the people. 

(Nay b if a fire has not come upon you what is this 
smoke? 1 ' 1, what is this blackening of your soul and 
rejection of your heart ? ll " 
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if you know that God is the TEnkr and Judge, how 
enn you think nonsense and familiarity proper (as 
regards Him) ? 

The friendship of a foolish person is indeed enmity. 
God t moat High, k independent of snob sendee as this. 

To whom do you say (all) this? To your paternal or 
maternal untile? (Are) body and wants among the 
attributes of the Lord of Majesty and Glory ? 

Ho who grows and increases drinks milk ; he puts 
on sandals who requires feet faa part of his being). 

And if these words of yntirs are (meant) for (His) 
slave, Uia —(for) him of whom God has said, 4 He is I, 
and I indeed am he ;* S1H — 

(For) him with regard to whom (God) has said, 
11 VerUy t I i cob sitk, and 3/an did not visit (Me) ; ,m I 
became iU ; he alone did not; T — 

(For) him who became (the object of the grace), 1 He 
hears by Me, and fza aee$ by Me ; 1 nm —as applied to (him), 
that slave, these (words qf yours) are also foolish. 

To speak disrespectfully to the elect of God causes 
the heart to perish, and is recorded as wickedness, 1 ltT 

If you call a man Fatima—although men and women 
are all of one kind —■ 

He will try as far as possible to kill you, although he 
be good tempered, mild, and quiet, 

(The name) F&|ima is praise as applied to women,* 1 * 
(but) if you use it to a man it is (like) a lance-thrust. 

(To attribute) hands and feet (to us) is praise as 
regards us p (but to attribute them to God) is pollution 
in connection with His purity, 11 w 
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(The words*), ' He has not begotten, neither luu He 
been begotten: ure applicable to Him:™ He is the 
Greater of begetter and cl begotten, 

" Birth 1 is a description of everything which is body; 
whatever is born is on this side of the stream ; LSia 

Because it is of (the world of) becoming and corrup¬ 
tion, and is despicable; It is a created thing* and 
assuredly requires a Creator.” 

11 lie shepherd) said i ^0 Moses, yen have closed my 
mouth, and you have burnt my soul with repentance/ 1 

He tore his garments, and heaved a burning sigh; he 
went off into a desert and departed* 


GW, most High, reproves Moses—On him be peace !— 
on account of the shepherd. 

An inspiration came to Moses from God (to this 
effect): HP You have separated ray slave from me, 

Have you been sent in order to unite, or have you 
been sent in order to separate ? ILy 

Ae far as possible, do not enter upon separation ; the 
most hateful of things to Me is repudiation. 11 ^ 

I have pm in every one a particular character; ,li4 I 
have given to every one a particular mode of expression- 

From him 11 * it is praise, but from you it would be 
blame; from him it h hooey, but from you it would be 
poison, 

I am independent of all purity and impurity; lw (| 
am independent,) of all sluggishness and alacrity (in 
religion). 
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I hare not commanded (to worship) in order to receive 
some profit (Myself), but in order to bestow a kindness 
upon (My) slaves. 

From the Hindfls the mode of speech of Hindustan is 
praise (of God ); from the Sindians the mode of speech 
of Sind is praise. 

I do not become pure through their ascription of 
praise ; Jl ’ it is they who become pure and scatterere 
of pearls. LUfl 

I do not look at the tongue or speech; I look at the 
soul and condition* 

I inspect the heart as to whether it be humble ; though 
the speaking of the words im he not humble. 

Because the heart is the essence* (and) speaking (is) 
an accident; and of course the accident is a (mere) 
attendant, (whilst) the essence is the object and 
aim. 

Enough of these words, conceptions, and figurative 
expressions! nc| 1 wiah for ardour, ardour f Content 
yourself with this ardour t 

Light up a fire of love in your soul, (and) bum 
entirely thought and expression. 

Those conversant with forms, 0 Moses, are of one 
kind ; those whose souls and hearts are burnt are of 
another 

Every moment lovera are burnt (in the fire of love) r UGa 
1 axes and tithes are noL exacted from a ruined village,. 11 * 3 

If (the lover) transgress in speech, call him not a 
transgressor; if the martyr be covered with blood do 
not wash him. 
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Blood is fitter for martyrs than. water: this “uninten¬ 
tional) fault is better than a bund red correct acta (of 
another). 


Inside of the ^Ka'ba 1 there is no observance of the 
qibla. 11 What harm (is there) if the diver ha* not 
Snow-shoes ? 


Do not seek guidance from those who are intoxi¬ 
cated! 11 * Why do you order those who tear their 
garments to mend garments ? Il<r 


The religion of Love is apart from all religions : 
God is the religion and sect of Lovers r jlM 


If the ruby have not the sun it is not perfect^ 
Love in the sea of trouble is not troubled, 11 Ura 


A thereintiofi is vouchsafed to Mosgs excusing the 
shepherd . 

After this, God secretly revealed to the heart of 
Moses secrets which cannot be described: 

They poured down words upon the heart of AToses * 
they mixed together vision and speech, IITt 

Often did he become unconscious of himself and 
efiheed in God; often did he return to himself! Often 
did ho fly from past towards future eternity! tlM 

If 1 > try to) explain beyond this it is foolish, because 
the explanation of this is beyond human intellect."^ 

And if I should (try to) apeak (of this), it would tear 
up people s intellects ■ 1114 and if I were to write (it) it 
would break up many pens. 

When Moges beard this reproval from God he ran 
into the desert in pursuit of the shepherd. 
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He? hastened on (guided) by the foot-prints of the 
distracted man; be scattered dost from the desert 
ways/ 1 ™ 

The foot-prints of distracted people in truth are 
distinguished from those of others: llf *— 

One step like the castle straight along; L1tr one step 
taken obliquely 1,11 like the bishop. 

Sometimes like a waveexalting (his) crest; 1171 some¬ 
times proceeding on (his) stomach like a fish. 

Sometimes wri ling his coad it ion upon dust/ 1 *' like a 
geoamncer who draws up a figure of geomaiicy. 

At last he found and saw him; the giver nf glad 
tidings said to him/ ul " License has reached you {from 
God)/“ 

Do not seek any forms or method; say whatever your 
afflicted heart wishes. 

Your blasphemy is religion, and your religion is 
light of the soul; you are secure and a whole world is 
secure through you/ 1 * 

G yon who rest in the security of (the announcement), 
* Gwi does that which tie wills / go and speak without 
ceremony/ 1 atM 

He said, " 0 Moses, I have passed beyond that ; im I 
am now bathed in the blood of my heart/' 11 

I have passed beyond the Sidratu l-mtmtahi; ttm I 
liave travelled a hundred thousand years' journey over 
on that side (of it). 

You whipped my horse and he sprang away: lm he 
gave one leap and passed! over the heavens, 
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The Divine Nature has become the inti mate of my 
human nature: n *'—piuoe be to jour hand and arm! 

condition is now beyond description : this which 
I am saying is not (descriptive of) my condition, ph 

’ion see the image which is in a mirror; that image 
ia your image, it is not the mirror. MSD 

rhe air which the reed-pkyer breathes into the reed 
^-is it proper to the reed ? Nay, it is proper to the 
man who plays. 5 m 

Know well, forget not, tliat whether you speak praise 
Or thanksgiving you should consider it as the foolish 
(words) of the shepherd. 

Though your praise bo better compared with that, 
still yours in connection with God is also worthless. 

How often will yon say when they have raised the 
^eil/ 1 ^ “This was not what they had thought 

This acceptance of your invocation is from (God’s) 
mercy: it is that lie permits it,, (even) as (the Law allows) 
the prayers of a woman suffering from menorrhagia. 

Blood is mingled with and stains her prayers, (and) 
your invocation is stained with comparison and (at¬ 
tempted expression of His) mode (of being), 11 * 1 

Blood is unclean, it may (however) be removed by a 
little water ; but the heart has impurities 

Which, except by the water of ihe grace of ihe 
Omnipotent, are not obliterated from the heart of the 
man of action. 

Would that you would turn y r our face to (reflection 
upon) your adoration, (and) know tile meaning ol Praise 
to my Lord / im 
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That you would say, SJ Oh, unworthy is my adoration 
(of Thee.3, even as my rastence! 1fcw Do Thou give some¬ 
thing good in return for mi evil ! n * 

This earth bears a sign of God’s clemency in taking 
impurities, and giving roses as the produce ; 

In covering our foulnesses, and causing rose-buds to 
grow from them in exchange. 

Hence when the infidel sees that hi generosity and 
liberality he is less and poorer than the earth ; 

That flowers and £ruit grow not from his being ^ dial 
he attains to nothing but the corrupting of all pure 
things,— 

He says, SL I have retrograded in (my) course ; 1IM 
bitter regret ! vk, would I had mrth f im 

Would I had not journeyed from the earthy quality ! 
that like the earth I had gathered some grain ! “* 

When I journeyed forth and the road tried me; what 
present did I bring from this journeying? iP 6KU 

It is through all that tendency of his towards the 
earth that he sees no benefit before him in the 
journey/* 11 

His turning his face back is greed and avidity ; im 
bis looking to the Road is truth and humble petitioning. 1 ** 

Every plant which has an inclination upwards is 
increasing, living, and growing; 

When it has turned its face towards the earth, it 
is diminishing, drying up, falling off, and decaying. LK * 

When the inclination of your spirit is upwards, you 
will increase and advance till you return to those 
Heights, M 
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But if you hang your head, (if) your head {incline) 
towards the earth, you are one who declines ;—God 
lows not things which decline '** 


On. kirn be peace I —n ska God, most High, the 
secret of the predominance of the unjust, 

Moses sakfi lJ 0 munificent Contriver and Director! 
0 You, to invoke Whom one moment is (equivalent to) 
a long life! 

I have seen distorted images in water and clay ; yt * 
my heart has put forth objection as the angels (did): im 

(Wondering) as to fYotir) aim in producing aa image, 
and (then) scattering the seed of corruption in it 

To kindle a fire of injustice and corruption; to 
bum mosques and those who worship (in them ) 1M 

To bring a store of blood and bile into fermentation 
for the purpose of deceit 1111 

—(All this), I know for certain, is the essence of 
wisdom (on Your part), but the object (of my petition) 
is (to have) ocular demonstration and actual vision. 1111 

That certain knowledge says to me, 'Be silent 1 ; 
(but) the strong desire of actual vision says to rne p 
1 Nay, give vent to your feelings/ 

You disclosed Your secret to the angels^ (shewing 
them) how such honey was worth the sting/ ,1J 

You displayed clearly the Light of Adam to the 
angels, (so that) the difficulties were cleared away 
(lor them). 

Your Resurrection explains the mystery of death ; mi 
the fruits explain the mystery of the leaves. 11114 
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Human sensation (explains) the blood and semen j— 
in fine* a smaller thing is always the antecedent of 
every greater thing." 

First* without delay, He washes the tablet, (and ) then 
He writes characters upon it, 1 ™ 

He makes his heart bleed through abject tears, (and) 
then He writes secrets upon it. 1,17 

At the lime of the was Ling of the tablet it should be 
recognised that they will make a book of it to write in, LM1 

When they would lay the foundations of a new house, 
they dig up the old foundations. 111 * 

First (too) they dig up clay from the depths of the earth* 
in order that you may at last draw up flowing water,™ 0 

Children weep bitterly at cupping, because they do 
not know the secret of the business. 

: But) men indeed give money to the cupper, (and) 
kiss the blood-thirsty lancet, 1 ”' 

The porter runs to the heavy load; he tears away 
the load from others. 

See the strife between porters for a load !—such are 
the exertions of him who sees well into a matter, 11 ” 

Since burdensome things are tho foundation of 
ease; (.and) bitter things are the fore-runners of 
comfort. 

".Paradise is surrounded by things unpleasant to us; 
the fires are surrounded by our carnal desires." ln * 

Green branches are the source of the food of the fire 
(which shall bum you ); ,m (but) he who is burnt by 
the fire shall be in proximity to Kansan 1 "* 
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Whoever is suffering an affliction in prison,—that 
is the requital of a morsel or a carnal desire, 1117 

Whoever has a share of felicity in a palace,— that 
is llie reward of some combat and affliction. 1 *" 

Whomsoever you see unequalled in i the possession 
of) gold and silver^—know that ho has been patient 
in earning. 

He sees without causes when his eyes have become 
penet rating -—you, who are bound by sense, pay you 
attention to causes.- 1 " 

He whose soul k beyond natural qualities is in the 
position of breaking through causes.™ 

The (spiritual) eye sees the spring of the miracles 
of the prophets as without cause, and not from water 
and moisture. 1111 

Cause is like the physician and the patient; cause 
is like the lamp and the wick.™ 

Twist a new wick for your night-lamp, ifia Know 
that the Lampj the Sun, k devoid of these things , lyJi 

Go k make plaster for the roof of your house™ 
Know that the Roof of the Sky is devoid of plaster.™ 

Alas! when our Beloved was the dispeller of our 
care, the privacy of night passed away, and it became 
day,™ 

Except at night the Meson has no effulgence. 1 ™ Seek 
ndl the Heart's Desire except through heart's pain,™ 

You have abandoned Jesus and cherished the ass ; lftQ 
hence you are necessarily, as an ass, outside of the 
Curtain - 1 * 11 
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The fortune of Jesus is knowledge and deep spiritual 
knowledge; these are not tlm fortune of the ass, O 
rsi [lino oneJ 1 * 1 

Yon hear the cry of the ass, and you have com- 
passim t then you know not that the ass is enjoin* 
iug upon you the properties of the ass,"" 

Rave compassion upon Jesus, and not upon the ass ; 
do not make the carnal soul lord over your intellect, 

Let the carnal soul weep most bitterly ; lake from it. 
and pay the debts of the rational souL IJ “ 

F or years you have been an ass’s slave ; —it is enough ! 
for the ass's slave is fa veil) behind the ass. 

By {the words) "Put them behind:' he, (Muhammad), 
meant your carnal soul;"" for it should bo last, and 
jour intellect, first. 

Ihia low intellect of yours has become of the same 
nature as an ass; its thought is how to get possession 
of fodder.*"^ 

That nss of Jesus took the nature of the heart; it 
took its abode In the place of the wise; 1 ”' 

Because intellect was predominant, and the ass (was) 

weak: the ass becomes emaciated through a stout 
rider. 

But through the weakness of your intellect, 0 you 
an ass in value, this sorry ass has become a dragon ! 

If you hai c become sick in heart through Jesus, still 
health too comes from him; leave him not, 1 *' 1 

0 sweet-breathed Messiah, how are you ns to 
affliction ?““* for there has never been in the world a 
treasure without a aerpent, 1111 

L 
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How arc ytm< Je^us, at the sight of the Jews? How 
are you, Joseph, at the hands of the crafty and envious ? 

For this raw people, night and day, you area funherer 
of life (even) as the night and day, 1 * 4 

How am you at the hands of the merttless bilious ? 
what merit can come from biliousness ?—Headache" 

Do yon the name an the sun of the east does to 
hypocrisy, deceit, theft, and false pretence, 6 '^ 

You are honey, we are vinegar in the world and in 
religion; oiyrnel is the remedy for this biliousness^ 11 * 

We have produced vinegar in abundance, we sick 
people; do you produce abundant honey; do not 
withhold (your) beneficence ffrom us). 

This was fitting in ns ; such has come from us; what 
doefl mind in tiro eyes further?—Blindness. 1 ^ 

But this is fitting in you, O precious coUyrium, 113 * 
that every Nothing im should gain something from 
you. 

(Whilst? your heart (has been) burnt by the fire of 
these unjust ones, no invocation has coma from you but 
4 * Guide my people / n m 

You are n mine of aloes wood i if they act yon ou fire, 
they will fill the world with (scent fragrant as) otto and 
sweet basil. 12-1 

You are not that (does wood which is diminished by 
the fire; you are not that spirit which is a captive to 
grief.™ " 

Aloes wood bums T but a mine of aloes wood is exempt 
Imm burning.™ How can wind attack the source of 
light?™ 
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0 yoo from whom the Heavens derive purity and 
delight l lpy 0 you whose harshness is faeiier than the 
kindness (of others;I 

Since if an act of harshness come from the wise man, 
it is better than kindness from the ignorant. 

The Prophet has said, Enmity from the wise man is 
better than the love which comes from the ignorant/ 1 JJfT 

A noble motests a steeping man tit to i chose mouth a 
snako had glided. 

A wise man was coming along on horseback. A 
snake at the moment) was gliding into the month of a 
sleeping man 

The horseman saw (the incident) and hastened up in 
order to scare away the snake, (but) he was not in lim*. lsa 

Since he had an abundant supply of intelligence, he 
struck the sleeping man a number of blows with a stout 
mace. 

The strokes of the hard mace drove him fleeing from 
(the horseman) to underneath a tree. 

iTany rotten apples were scattered (from it on the 
ground); (the horseman) said, "Eat of these, afflicted 
man/' 

He gave the man so many apples to eat that ihey fell 
out of bis mouth again. 

He cried out, “ 0 my lord, pray, why have yon attacked 
me ? What have I done to you ? 

Ti you have a rooted, inherent quarrel with my life,™ 
strike me with your aword 3 and shed my blood at once. 
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Unlucky the moment that I met your view! Happy 
is be who has not seen your face ! 

Without offence or fault, without anything, 11 *-—(even) 
unbelievers do not sanction such oppression* 

Blood spirts from my mouth together with my words l 
0 God, pray, give him requital!" 

Every moment be uttered a new curse* and (the 
horseman) went on striking him + (and saying), “Bun 
about in this plain/' 

(Through! the strokes of the mare and the horseman 
(who moved i like the wind, he went on alternately 
running and falling on his face/ 1 * 1 

He was replete, sleepy, and exhausted; his feet and 
face had suffered a hundred thousand wounds. 

Till evening (the horseman) drew and drove him djj t 
until he was taken with vomiting from bile, 

(All) the things which lie had eaten, bad or good, 
came up hum him ; (and) the snake (too) darted out of 
him with those things (he had) eaten. 

When he saw the snake out of him, he prostrated 
himself before that beneficent man, 

When he saw the terrors of that black, ugly, and 
thick snake, (all) his pains left him. 

He said, 41 Yon are verily a Gabriel of mercy/* 7 * or 
you are God, for you are a lord of beneficence. 

0 blessed the moment that you saw me! I was 
dead, you have given me new life! irTa 

You (were) seeking mo as mother* (do their children); 
I was fleeing from you as asses i i lo from their masters). 
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The ass flees from his master through (hie) asinine 
stupidity; the master goes after him through Qub) 
good nature. 

He does not seek him for the changes of gam, 1 " 1 
but in order that a wolf or (other) wild beast may not 
tear him (to pieces). 

Happy is lie who sees your face, or who falls suddenly 
into yonr street! 

O you whom the pure soul praises, how many vain 
and foolish (words) have I spoken to you! 

O lord and king and commander! T spoke not, my 
ignorance spoke ; take me not to task far it. 

If I had known a particle of this matter, I should 
not have been able to speak foolish (words). 

I should have given you much praise,, 0 you of 
excellent qualities, if you bad given me one bint of 
the case. 

But von shewed excitement without speaking; yon 
continued striking tne on the head in silence. 

My head was bewildered, intellect started away from 
my head,—especially frgm a head like this which has 
but little brains. 

Pardon me, handsome and beneficent man; forgot 
that which I said in (my) madness. Bt 

He responded, “If I had given a him of it, yonr 
gall would have turned to water at the moment llf * 

III had told you of the qualities of the snake, terror 
would have destroyed your life.” 

Murrain has said, 1 ' !% If I should give you truly a 
description of that enemy who is in your soul/"" 
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The gall-bladders of the intrepid even would burst ; 1171 
they would neither walk on their way, nor would they 
take thought and care for any business. 

Neither would power and fervency remain in their 
hearts in supplication, nor strength in their bodies to 
fast and pray. 

They would be annihilated like a mouse before the cal; 
they would be sorely troubled like a lamb before the wolf. 

Neither power ro deviee nor movement would remain 
in them :— hence I foster you without speaking. 1175 

Like AbCt Bakr-e Rababi I keep silent ; ll5 * Uke 
David I strike the iron with my hind. 1 ” 1 

So that the impossible ia accomplished at my hands ; 
(and) the bird which has been plucked regains wingg. LWf 

Since there is (the passage) p 1 The hard of God is 
ohom their hand*? the One has called my hands His 
hands. 1 *” 

Hence T have assuredly been gifted with long hands, 
(which) have passed above the seventh heaven. 

My hands have displayed skill as regards the sky l— 
read, 0 you who teach how to read the Qur an, 1 Tit* 
moon has heen cleft.* I+ mi 

Such description m ibis ia (given) just because of 
the weakness of (people s) intellects;(for) how can 
it be allowable to describe divine power to the weak ? tMi 

You will know indeed when you raise your head 
from slee p . 1 " l Iiave done (speak i ug of these my a Leries); 

and God know* best what is correct. 1 ™ 

14 If I had told you of this condition, your soul would 
have separated from you at the moment. 1 ”* 
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You would not have had the power to eat, nor the 
means flnd ability to vomit* 1 *** 

I heard abuse, and continued driving (mj) ase 
along; 15,1 I continued uttering, 1 Makes it e a^, 0 my 
Lord: « 

I had not permission to speak (to yon) of the cause, 
(and) I bad not the power to leave you {in that con¬ 
dition}* 

Every moment, from the pain in my heart I continued 
saying^ 1 Guide my people; (/or) rerily, they know 
not. 11 ’ ™ 

That man who bad escaped from affliction made 
prostrations before the horseman, and exclaimed, “0 
you who are felicity to me, 0 you who are fortune and 
treasure to me! 

May you find rewards from God p 0 nobleman ! This 
weak creature has not the power to thank you. 

May God thank you* 0 leader [ (for) I have not the 
tongue, the mouth/” 1 and the voice to do so/' 

The emnity of the wise is of thin kind ; their poisou 
is gladness to the soul 

The friendship of the fool is affliction and perdition t 
bear the (following} Story as an illustration, 

A certain person trusts to the fatminy 
and fidelity of a bear. 

A dragon was swallowing a bear ■ a holy man ,m 
went and came to its assistance. 

{These} holy men are a help ia the world at tbo time 
when the lamentation of the oppressed reaches (them). 
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From whatever place they hear the cries of the 
oppressed, they proceed like the mercy of God in that 
direction. 

Those props of the weak places of the world ; those 
mcdiciners of hidden maladies 

Areunmiied kindness, justice, and mercy; like Gad 
they are not influenced by bias or bribes. 

(If you aak one of theni], Why do you give (a 
person) this help spontaneously?” he says, "On 
account of his grief and helplessness," 

Kindness is the prey of the holy man i lzA he seeks no 
remedy in die world save pain. 

Wherever :there m) a pain, the remedy goes there; 1191 
wherever there is a depression, the water goes there* ^ 

If you want the water of mercy, go s be depressed 
(and bumble), and then drink the wine of mercy, fund) 
be drunk. 

Mercy upon mercy comes up (even) to (your) head ; 
do not rest at one mercy, 0 fmy) son. 3 *® 

Bring the sky beneath your feet, brave man; hear 
from above the sky the sound of the “ eamfiV 1 

Take ont the cotton of evil and idle ins pi rations from 
your ears, in order that cries from the sky may reach 
your ears. 1 * 1 

Clear your two eyes from the hair of faidtidess, 3 ** 
in order that you may see the garden and the cypress- 
plantation of the world of mystery. 

Throw ofF the rheum from your brain and nose, in 
order that the odour of God may roach your sense of 
snuU^ 
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Leave no trace of fever and bUe, in order that you 
may get from the world the flavour of sugar, siM 

Take remedies which give virility* and wander not 
impotent, in order that a hundred species of beautiful 
ones may come forth, 1161 * 

Tear off the fetters of body from the feet of your soul, 
in order that it may career round that Meadow. 11 '* 

Throw off the yoke of parsimony from your hands 
and neck; find new fortune in the old eky. l> 

But if you are unable (to do as enjoined }, fly to the Ka a l a 
of (God's) grace; submit your helplessness to the Helper, 

Lamentation and weeping are a weighty capital; 
the universal mercy (of God) is the most potent fostering 

nurse. 

The nuree or the mother geeks a motive: (aha waits) 
until that child of hers weeps. v 

God has created the child, your necessities, so that 
it may lament, and milk be produced for it 1 ** 

God has said: u Cali upon God*' Be not without 
lamentation, in order that the milk of His kindnesses 
may gush forth. *“ 

The tumult of the wind and the milk-pouring of the 
cloud are troubling for us ; 1111 wait patiently a moment. 

Have you not heard, 44 In the sky is ymtrsnstenante?" 
why do you stick (then! to this low place ? ]Ji * 

Consider your fear and despair as the voice of the 
“ ghliX ” nvi which draws vour care even to the lowest 
depth, ,Jn 

Every call which draws you high,—know it as the 
call which comes from on high.™ 1 
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Every call which inspires you with cupidity,—know 
it as the howling of the wolf which rends men. 111 ' 

This height is not in respect of place; these heights 
are in the direction of intellect and souL utf 

Every causa is higher than its effect: the flint and 
steel are superior to the sparks^ 11 

A certain person {for instance) is ■ really) seated higher 
than spine powerful man p IHS although in appearance he 
is seated at Jus side. 

The higher position of that place depends upon 
nobility : a place far from the seat of honour is lightly 
esteemed A*** 

The flint and steel for the reason that they are prece¬ 
dent in action.'—the higher position of these two is proper. 

But those sparke in consideration of their possessing 
the quality of being the objects in view,—on this account 
are far superior to the flint and steel 

The flint and steel am first, and the sparks are 
posterior* but these two are the body, and the sparks 
are the soul 

Because those sparks, which in time are posterior, are, 
in quality* higher than the flint and steel 

Since the -object in view from the tree is the fruit, — 
therefore the fruit is (really) firat, the Lree T kst 

When the bear made an outcry at {the attack of) the 
dragon, a holy man delivered it from (its) clawa. 11 *- 

Craft and courage supported one another;—by this 
(double) force he killed the dragon. 

The dragon has strength, (but) not craft. But there 
is a craft, (remember), above your craft. 1 m 
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When you behold your craft, go back (to see) whence 
it hag come : go to the beginning. 11,1 

Whatever is here below* 1 * 1 has come from above; ew 
to it! turn your eyes towards the heights. 11 "' 

Looking towards the heights gives brightness {to the 
eyes), although at first, indeed, it dazzles (them)* 1 "* 

Accustom your eyes to the light: if you are not a hat 
look in that direction. lM 

Farsightedness is the sign of your 'having the) 
light; 1111 present carnal desire 11 JJ is in truth your 
blindness. 11 *® 

The far-sighted man who has wit netted ahu ndred t u ms 
of skill is not like him who has only heard of one; 1 J1 

And who has become so pride-deluded by that one? 
turn of skill that through pride he dissociates himself 
from die masters (of the art)/*” 

Like BfcmM,*™ when he sees iu himself that {amount 
of) skill, through pride he rebels against Moses. 

(Samir!) learned such skill ae he had) from Moses, 
and (then) closed hie eyes to Moses. 

Hence iloses exhibited another turn of skill, and thus 
carried off that turn (of Sauiirl s) and his life i together). 

How often does some knowledge run in the head 1 ” 4 in 
order that (the possessor) may become a chief, (whereas) 
in effect (his) head is lost through it! 

flf) you do not wish your head to be lost, be feet; 
be under the protection of the wise Qutb. ,1v 

Though you be a king, consider not yourself above 
him ; though you be honey, 11JT gather naught buE his 
sugar-candy. 
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Your thought is an (outer) form, and his thought \b 
the soul: your coin is spurious, and hia coin is (fresh 
from) the mine,™ 

You are (really) he; seek yourself in hia in¬ 
dividuality™ Say “Kfl-kB';" he a dove flying) 
towards him, 11 w 

Bui if you wish noi for association with persons of 
your own kind, you are, like the bear, in the dragon's 
mouth, 1111 

In order that a blaster may deliver you, and draw 
yon out of danger, 1 " 1 

Having no strength, take heed you constantly put 
forth a plaint/ 111 (and) being blind, you disobey not 
him who can see die road. 

You are less than the bear: you lament not at your 
trouble. The bear escaped from the trouble when ho 
cried out, 

O God turn this atone heart to wax; make ite 
lamentations sweet (in Your ears), and let them draw 
mercy from You, 

There was a blind man who was crying, “Pity! 0 
people of the time, I have two forms of blindness. 

So take heed you show me two-fold compassion, since 
I have two forms of blindness, and I am fixed between 
(them)/’ 

(A person) said, “ We see you have one form of 
blindness; show us what that other blindness is/ 1 

He answered, u 1 am of ugly voice and of harsh 
tones: ugliness of voice and blindness are united (in 
mej* 
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My ugly cries are a source of sadness; the peoples 
kindliest is diminished through my cries. 

Wherever my ugly voice goes, it becomes a source 
of anger, sadness, and enmity. 

Double (your) compassion in favour of a double 
blindness ; make one who is naturally unacceptable 
acceptable (to yourselves by your compassion). 1141 

The ugliness of (his? voice was diminished by this 
plaint; the people became unanimous in compassion 
for him. 

When ho had uttered his secret (thought), the beauty 
of the voice of his heart made his voice beautiful. 1 * 0 

But he, the voice of whose heart is also bad,—those 
three blindnesses are eternal alienation (for him). 11 * 

Unless, indeed* 110 the munificent who give unbiased 
place a hand upon his ugly head. 00 

Since his voice became sweet and subdued, the hearts 
of the stony-hearted became as (soft as) was at it. 00 

Since the lamentation of the infidel is ugly and like 
the) braying (of an ass), for that (reason) it is not 
associated with acceptance. 03 * 

[The address) 0 Be *Uen£ ! M came upon the ugly-voiced 
one r 13,1 for he was drunk like a dog with die blood of 
the people.™ 

Since the lamentation of the bear attracts compassion 
(to it) p (and) your lamentation does not this, but) is 
hareh p 

Know that you have acted like a wolf to (one like) 
Joseph/ 03 or have drunk of the blood of an innocent 
person. 101 
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Hepent and throw up wlrnt you have drunks find 
if your wound is inveterate,™ go h eauteriKe (it)* 1141 

C«iriniw!fw*s of the Story of the h&arand the fooL 

The hear, now* when he had escaped from the 
dragon, and had experienced such beneficence from 
that heroic man,— 

Like the dog of the Companion & ol the Gave/* 8 that 
humble hear attended upon the footsteps of that man 
of constant courage. 114 * 

That true believer through fatigue lay down to rest; 
(and) the bear from attachment to him constituted him¬ 
self a guard. 

A certain person passed* and said to him, M How is 
this ? ““ what i& this bear to you, brother ? " 

He set forth the matter and the story of the dragon, 
'The other said, 11 Attach not your heart to a boar, you 
look 

The friendship of a fool is worse than his enmity : 
(the bear; should be driven away by any {and every) 
device you know/* 

(The man; 1 said H “By Allah, he has said this through 
envy; otherwise/' (said he to the other), “why do you 
consider his bear-like qualities? look (rather) at this 
friendliness (of his)/ 3 

(The other) aaitt, 4 *Ths friendliness of fools is a 
deltider/** This envy of mine is better than his 
friendliness. 

Hark yon ! Como with me, (and) drive away this 
bear: do not choose a hear (and) leave a being of your 
own kind/' 
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retorted, "Go, go! attend to your own business, 
envious mao!" The other rejoined, "This was my 
business, but you hud no good fortune. 110 

I am not less than a bear, 0 noble man; abandon 
him, Ln order that 1 may be your companion. 

My heart trembles in fear for you. Go not into a 
wood with such a bear. 1 ** 

This heart of mine never trembles idly: this is the 
Light of God; ,SH not pretension nor vain and emptv 
talk. 

I am a true believer, (and so) am one who ‘sew hy 
the Jjujht of God.' Take heed, take heed ! flee from 
this fine-temple \ ” “■ 

He said fill this* but tl did nat enter his ears: 
suspicion i& a solid obstruction to a man. 

He took hie hand; (the other) drew hie hand away 
Jroin hint. lie said, " f am going, since you are not a 
wtl 1-ad vised companion/* 

Tie bush ored h Go f do not bo Bolieitouts about me j 
do not make such a display of wisdom, meddlesome 
prater." 

He said again to him, “I am not your enemy. It 
would be a favour if you would follow after me, 1 ' 

He answered, "lam sleepy; leave me, and go.” He 
said, “(Say), pray yield to a friend. 

So that yon may sleep in the protection of an intelligent 
being; in the vicinity of a friend, a man of piety.” 

The muu became suspicious at Ida strenuous efforts; 
he grew angry, and fjuickJy turned away his face. 
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(Thinking), “This parson 1ms come perchance to 
attack me.—lie is an assassin; or he wants something 
(of me) n —he is a beggar or a rascally vagabond. 

Or, he has wagered with (bis) friends that he will 
make me afraid of this companion/* 

From the depravity of his mind not a single good 
conjecture, indeed, in any way entered his thoughts. 

Uis good opinion was entirely (devoted) to the bear; 
he was haply of the same kind as the bear 

He was opposed to an intelligent man, and suspected 
him ; ]VlT he considered a bear as friendly and generous. 

Tdoses said to one (who was) intoxicated with suspicion, 
“0 yon who are malevolent through (your) miserable 
wickedness and aberration. 

You have had a hundred suspicions as to my pro¬ 
phetic office notwithstanding such proof, and qualities 
so noble (as I have). 

You have seen ah kindred thousand miracles from me; 
—a hundred suspicions, doubts, and sceptical thoughts 
have filled your mind. 1 ** 

Yon were overcome by (your) suspicions and morbid 
inspirations, and yon scoffed at my prophetic office. 

I reduced the sea to naught before your eyes," 1 ’ 1 so that 
you escaped from the malignancy of Pharaoh's followers. 

For forty yearn the plate and tray 417 " came (to yon) 
from the sky; and through my prayer a stream ran 
from a reck. 

These (miracles), and a hundred as runny, and ail the 
varioas events (which have occurred through me) have 
not decreased that suspicion in yon B cold-hearted man. 
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(But when) a calf through enchantment lowed t ,wl you 
proatrated yourself in worship, (saving), 'You arc tnv 
God, 1 

(Then) those suspicious were swept away, 1 * 1 (and) 
your silly smartness fell asleep. m 

Why were you not suspicious with regard to it ? 
Why did you prostrate your head, 0 ugly man ? 

Why did you no! conceive suspicion of (Samir! 1 *) 
imposture, and of the iniquity of his fool-ensnaring 
enchantment ? 

Who is a SflmirT, indeed, O dogs, that he should carve 
out a God in the world ? 

Why did you become unanimous in (the matter of) 
this imposture of hit, 11 " and become void of aU doubts ? 

A call, by mere vain assertion is according to yon, 
worthy to be God; why did you contest my prophetic 
office 7 EA ' a 

Through (your) stupidity you prostrated yourself in 
worship before a calf; your intellect became the prey of 
Sfimirt'a enchantment, 

Out upon finch intellect and properties as you 
have ! n 1 It were proper to annihilate such a mine of 
ignorance as you* 

You have veiled your eyes from the Light of the 
Majestic ! here is abundant ignorance for you and the 
essence of aberration! 

The Golden Calf cried out; pray, what did it say, 
that oil this inclination (for it) appeared in the fools? 

You have seen many a thing from me more wonder¬ 
ful than that; but how should every xvorthless person 
accept God ? M 

M 
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What takes vain and trivial people ? Vanity and 
triviality. 

What pleases empty and shallow people? The 
empty end shallow. 

Because every kind is taken by its own kmd. tIEr 
How should the ox turn its face towards the male lion ? 

How should the wolf have love for Joseph? except, 
perhaps, through emit, in order that it might oat him. 

When it escapes from its wolfish nature it will 
become an intimate; *** like the dog of the (Com¬ 
panions of the) Cave it will become one of m ankin d. 1 ** 

When Abu Eakr found the scent of Muhammad, 11 * 4 
he said, 11 This is a face trhich does not He** 

:But) since Abtl Jaht lpn was not of those who suffer 
the pangs of love, afta he saw a hundred (miracles such 
as the) clearing of the moon, 1 * 1 (yet) did not believe 
(them) r 

The sufferer of these pangs* who has become notorious 
(through his love)/—though wo (try to) conceal the 
truth from him, it is not concealed. 

i But) he who is ignorant, (and) remote from the love 
□f God,—how much have they shown it, and he has 
net seen it ! 

The mirror of the heart must be clear, bi order that, 
in ii p you may distiujTiiish an ugly form from one that 
is beautiful 

After some effort, the sincere adviser leases the man 
teha is deluded by {false hopes of) the hear , 

That true believer left him and hastened away,"' 1 
Saying, Lft haul, 11 *** under his breath, ho went back* 
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He said, ’ Since from mj efforts, advice, and con¬ 
tention, suspicion (only) grows greater in bis heart. 

Therefore the road of advice and counsel hns been 
closed i the command, * Turn away from them ’ has 
arrived; 

When your remedy only increases the pain, 14 " speak 
to the (real;, seeker, £nod yon yourself j read i the chapter ), 
*'3e frowned.''*** 

Since the blind man has come as a seeker of the 
truth, it is not Fitting to wound his heart on account 
of (his) poverty,™ 

Ton are eager for the chiefs 7 being in the read to 
salvation, in order that the common people may learn 
from (their) leaders; 4 * 1 

Ton saw, Ahmad, that a company of princes iin were 
!.attentive) listeners (to you), and you rejoiced, {thinking) 
that haply 

These chiefs would become excellent friends of the 
Ueligion, (seeing that) they were lords over the Arabs 
mid the Abyssinians; 

Thai the renocm and fame of this would pass through 
Banra and TabfLk/ 4 * 4 since “ The people- follow the rdifjion 
of [their) printed * t4M 

For this reason you turned away your face fren^ and 
were annoyed at, a blind man who had been led into 
the way of sal vation; 

baying {to him), hb Such a meeting 14 * 4 seldom happens 
so opportunely and conveniently; (whilst) you an? of 
(my) friends, and your Time is Abundant* l,M 

\ on press upon me ut an inopportune time. I am 
saying this as counsel, not in anger and contention/' 
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0 Ahmad, this one blind man is better in the eyes of 
God than a hundred emperors or a hundred vizirs. 

Take heed, remember (the words}, " .Veil are mine*” 
One mine may be more than a hundred thousand 
(others)^ 

The mine of the hidden* ’ ruby and cornelian is 
better than a hundred thousand mines of copper. 

O Ahmad, wealth, here, is of no use; a heart is 
required full o! love, pangs, and anguish. 

A man blind, but of enlightened mind comes; shut 
not the door; give him counsel, for counsel is his right. 

If two or three fools disbelieve in yon, how should 
yon become bitter when yon arc a mine of sugar ? 

If two or three fools make imputations against yon, 
God gives testimony in your favour, 

Muhammad) has said, ah I am independent of the 
acknowledgment of the world : what care has he in 
whose favour God is a witness ? 

If a but finds any thing agreeable and consonant in a sun, 
it is a proof that that (supposed sun) is not a sun, 1JW 

The aversion of the little hats is a proof that I fini a 
resplendent glorious sun. 

If the beetle is eager for some (supposed) rose-water, 
that is a proof of (itsj not being rose-water. 3 w 

If a counterfeit coin seeks a (supposed) touchstone, 
there is imperfection in the latter as a touchstone, and 
doubt (as to its being one). 

The thief wishes for night, not day ;—know this 
(therefore] that I am not night; I am dav, which shines 
in the world, 3 " 1 
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I am a discern er, a great discriminator, and like a 
sieve ' sn that at raw does not pass through me, , w 

I distinguish the flour from the bnur, to shew (dearly) 
that the latier is only the external form, the former the 
snuI. B4M 

I am like Gnd T s balance in the world : I distinguish 
every light thing from that which is heavy, IWI 

The calf considers the cow as (its) God : the ass is a 
sceker 3 and an unripe melon (is its) £ fling (aim and) 
object. 1 * 9 * 

1 am not a cow that the calf should seek me: I am 
not a thorny bramble that a camel should browse 
upon me. 

He thinks that he has inflicted injury upon me; but 
indeed he has brushed a wav Lhe dust from my 
mirror, 1 *“ 


Tftc cajoling behaviour of a mad!™an to J&Unu& t and 
the fear of the latter. 

Jill mils spoke to his companions, (enjoining) that 
(one of them) should give him a certain remedy .} w 

Then said one of them to him, u 0 accomplished man, 
they seek this remedy for madness. 

This is remote from your intellectual condition; 
speak not (so) again, 11 He answered, “A madman 
turned his face towards me (to-day). 

He looked pleasantly in my face for a while; he 
made signs with his eyes to me, and pulled my 
sleeve. 
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If there were not hostsogenenusncss in us (Wo.I, 11 '*’ why 
should that ugly-faced man have turned lus face towards 
me? 

If lie had not seen his own kind, why should he have 
come? Why should he have brought himself into 
contact with one of another kind ? " 

When two persons coma into contact, there is, without 
any doubt, a common property between them. 11 * 

Hosr should a bird fly with any but its own kind? 
The society of any one who is of a different kind j from 
one,i is the grave and the tomb, 1 *" 

The eau« of the flying and feeding of one bird irith 
another which mac not of ite own kind , 

A certain wise man (once) related, "I saw in the 
wilds a crow on a flight with a stork, 

I remained in amazement, and I studied their circum¬ 
stances in order to find some indication (of) what the 
property in common (was). 

When, bewildered and amazed, I got near (them), 
I saw indeed (that) both of them were lame." 

(How), especially, (should) a royal falcon, which is of 
the higher Throne of God. (fly) with an owl, which is 
of the Earth? li " 

The one is the ann of ‘Ullyln ; and this other is a bat 
which is of SijjlD. ttt ’ 

The qne, a light free from every fault; and this 
other, a blind man, a beggar at every door. 

The one, a moon which rises above the pleiades; and 
tills other, n worm which lives in ordure. 
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The one,, a Joseph in face, like Jesus in breath ; Wi and 
this other, a wolf, or an aas with a beU. 3-JA 

The one (is s being who) has down to the region of 
inexistence; im whilst this other is in a straw-loft like 
the dogs. 1 ™ 

The mse h almost in words, 111J speaks thus to the 
beetle: " 0 fetid creature* 

H you flee from the rose-bed h such aversion doubtless 
shews the rose-bed’s perfection. 

lly self-respect is a staff to strike you on the heath as 
a warning to you, vile creature, to keep off from hate*™* 

For if, base creature, you mix with m% the suspicion 
will arise that you are of my mine/* 1 * 

The garden Is the proper place for nightingales: a 
dung-heap is best as an abode for the beetle." Un 

Since God has kept me clean from impurity, how can 
it be fitting that anyone impure should be set at me? NTl 

I had a touch of nature in common with them, and 
that (God) removed ; how (then) should a man of evil 
nature come upon me ? lfcn 

One sign which from all eternity pointed out Adam 
as Adam was this r lm that the angels should fall prostrate 
before him as was his due. 

Another sign waa this, that Satan, asserting that he was 
a king and a chief, should not bill prostrate before him. 

If Satan, then, had also worshipped, that (man) would 
not have been Adam ; ho would have been another. LGU 

Both the worship of every angel is the test of him, 
and also the disavowal of that enemy ia (convincing) 
proof in his favour. 
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Bnth the adoiowledgiijent of tlie flngelfl is a witness 
in his favour* and also the unbelief of (that) Tile 
dog. 

Such discourse has no end; turn hack, (and ahcvrj 
what the bear did to that good man. 

Condiurim (of the account) of the deluded man'* trust 
tn the fawning of the hear ; 

The man slept, and the bear drove away the flies 
from him; and in (their) obstinacy the flies came back 
again to him. 

Several times he drove them from the young man's 
hce t but the flies came rushing back to him. 

The bear grew angry with the flics and went of. 
He took up from the mountain a very thick stone. 

He brought the stone* and saw the flies again settled 
and enjoying themselves on the sleeper's f&ce/“ a 

IIo lifted up dial millstone and struck tho flies 
with it in order that the flies should Gy back again. I4W 

The stone smashed the sleeper's face to pieces :—' ift 
(and this catastrophe) has published the story through 
the whole world. 

The friendship of a fool is assuredly the friendship 
of a bear: his enmity is friendship, and his friendship 
is enmity. 

His engagements are unstable, decaying, and weak; 
his speech is stout and full, but his performance is 
slender, 111 * 

If he take an oath, still do not believe him ; the 
deceitful speaker will (also) break an oath. 
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Since, without an oath, his words ate lies fr do not be 
deluded by his deceit and oaths, 1 "* 

His carnal soul is the ruler, and hie intellect is the 
bondman; (go) take him even to have sworn on a 
hundred thousand Qur’ftne, — 

Since without an oath he will break an agreement, — 
if he take an oath he will do it worse; 

Because the carnal soul (predominant) becomes (still) 
more disturbed at being bound by a burdensome 
oath/ 1 * 

When a bondman (like the intellect) puts chains 
upon a ruler 1 " 1 (like the carnal soul) T the ruler will 
tear them off (and) break out. 

He will beat him in anger on the head with those 
chains ; he will throw the oath in his face* 

Wash your hands of "Fulfil (your) engagements ” as 
regards him ; do not quote to him " Keep your aath$J nm 

Eut he who knows with whom he makes an engage¬ 
ment* will let his body be reduced, to a thread and 
wind round thaL (engagement with it}/ 4 * 1 


Mustafa—On him be pence !—] goes to visit one of the 
Companions who is sick. Exposition of the 
advantage of this . 

A man ot position of the Companions 105 fell sick, and 
in that sickness of his became like a thread. 

MuKtafi went on a visit to him, led by his all kind 
and generous nature/ 1 ** 

Li your going to -visit the sick there is advantage:— 
the advantage of it comes also to yon. 
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The first advantage in that the sick man may be a 
Q«tb, w a majestic King, 

And if he be not a Qutb. he may be a companion of 
the i buft i Path: i if) he be not a King, he may be a 
horseman of the armv. 

Although, perverse and misguided man, you have not 
two men Lai eyres, and hence know not firewood from 
aloes-wood, 143 ' 

(Stilly since there i# a ireasure in the world, do not 
be troubled, (but)consider no ruin devoid of treasure. 1 *” 

Make, at random, for every {one of) darvish 
(semblance); and when you find a sign'*" devote 
yourself earnestly to them.'** 1 

Since you have not eyes which can read the hidden, 
think there is a treasure in every person.'* ,f 

lhen consider that visiting friends is a necessary 
custom, whatever they be, on foot, or mounted. 1,0 

And if it he an enemy, this act of kindness is still 
good, for many an enemy by kindness becomes a 
friend. 

And (even) if he do lint become a friend, his enmity 
is lessened, since kindness is a salve to enmity. 

Besides these, there are many advantages (in visiting), 
but I am fearful of prolixity, good friend. 1 *" 

The sum and substance is this: be the friend of all : 
like an idol-maker carve out a friend from stone; **” 

Because the multitude and concourse of a caravan 
will break the backs and the spears of highway-robbers. 
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God inspires Mote # —Oft him he pease ! —irifh the thought 
that he had not l imited Him as om visits the eish. 

To Mogcs came this reproach Irom God : "0 ym 1 who 
have seen the moon rise from your boatm,*** 

I have made yon resplendent 1 " 1, with Ehe divine Light 
I am God ; I was sick; you came not (to me)/ 1 

(Moses) said, 11 (O God), whose praise we recite, 1111 
Thou art clear of detriment* What mystery is this ? 
Explain this, 0 Lord/' 

Again (God) said to him, rt In my s ick ness why did 
you not in kindness inquire (about me) ? 11 

(llosea) answered, il Q Lord, Thou hast no defect. 

(My i tinders Lauding is lust ; explain these words/ 1 

(God) said, "Yea, u special, chosen slave (of mine) 
fell sick, I am he; see well. 

His helplessness fe my helplessness; liis sickness is 
my sickness/ 1 lH * 

Whoever wieheg to sit with God, say, " Let him sit in 
the presence of saints/' 

If you break away from the presence of the saints you 
perish, because yon are a pari, not a whole. 1 ** 

Whomever the demon carries away from the saintly,— 
he finds him friendless, and he eats Ida head, 14 * 1 

To go for a moment one span fmm the (religious) 
body is (from) the deceit of die demon ;' m hear, and 
know well 

■ 

A patrfener separates a K«/i f a a descendant of 

'AH from om another. 

A gardener when he looked into his garden saw three 
men in his garden (who seemed there) as thieves: 
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A Jurist, a SharIf h J_J and a $iifl; each one oI them 
on impudent rogue, and a dishonest, faithless fallow. 

He said* "I have a hundred argqmenia against these 
^ e J an - t muted together, and a united body 
is a divine mercy , ta * 

I should not be abb to cope alone with three persons, 
so I will separate them first from one another, 

I will send each one of them in a different direction, 
•‘and.) when each one is by himself I wiU pluck out his 
mustachioed ,4W 

He need a device to send the %uh off, so that ho 
might set his friends against him. l41fl 

He said to the SflfF, “Go to (my) house, and bring 
a mg (to sit upon) for these companions/ 1 

The yaiT went; (and the gardener) said in secret^' 
to the two friends ; "One of you is a Jurist, and the 
other is an illustrious Sharif. 1444 

By your decision, Jurist, as to the requirements of 
the canon law we cat (our) food; 1 ** by the wings of 
your learning we fly/** 4 

And thia other is our prince and ruler: he is a 

Saiyid ; im he is of the house of Al uniafa. 

+ 

(But) who is that gluttonous and despicable $ufT t 
that La should be a companion of chiefs like jtju ? 

When he comes (back) beat him off. 1 ™ Slay"™ you 
(UtdJ for a week in my garden and field. 

fifay), what is a garden, 0 yon who are to me ns 
my right eye? ^ My (very) life is youis ” 

Ha made evil suggestions and deceived them. Alas! 
one should not lie content to be without one's friends. 
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When they had dismissed the £ult, and he had 
gone, (his) enemy followed him with a thick stick. 

He exclaimed, li O dog! is it ^uiTlsm that, without 
waiting for pemusesaD/" 1 you force your way into my 
garden ? tw 

Has Junaid or Bnyazld aiH guided you in. this 7 From 
what spiritual chief or leader has this reached you ? ” 

He beat the Stiff when he found him alone; he split 
his head and half killed him. 

The said, Ll My turn E * 3 is {now ! over, hut, 0 my 
coni unions, look well to yourselves. 

You considered me an alien and an enemy/*' 1 (hut) be¬ 
ware ! lam not more alien and inimical than thissconndnsh 

That which I have suffered you will have to suffer, 
and such a draught 1411 as this is the fitting requital of 
every paltry knave,” 

This world is a mountain, and your speech comes 
back to you also In echo/ 471 

When the gardener had finished with the ^ufT, he 
then devised a pretest (of) the same kind as the former. 

(He said), “G my Sharif, go to (my) house, for I 
have cooked some thin cakes for breakfast. 

At the door of the house tell Qaimita im to bring (out) 
those cakes and a goose/* 

When he had sent him off, he said (to him who 
remained), "0 keen-sighted man, you area Jurist, it 
is evident and certain, 

(But) that man pretends to be a Sharif-—an absurd 
and groundless claim. Who knows who has intrigued 
with his mother ? U7i 


190 


THE MASNAVf 

Do you set your heart on woman and her acta ? (Do 
you see) a being of deficient intellect and then (have) 
trust? 

Jfany a fool hue tacked himself on in the world to 
‘All and the Prophet.” 1171 

Whoever is (born) of adultery and is (himself) an 
adulterer, is suspicions with regard to godly men. 1 *™ 

Every one whose head turns through (his) whirling 
round, sees the house turning round like himself, 1417 

That which the impertinent gardener said was 
(expressive of) liis own condition;—not in any way 
indeed expressive of that of the sons of the Prophet)* 1 '' 

If he had not been the issue of apostates, how should 
he have said this about the (Prophet's) House ? 

The gardener used deceitful words, and the Jurist 
listened to them. (Thou) that foolish oppressor went 
after the (Sharif), 

He said, “ Who invited you, ass, into this garden ? 
Has theft been left to you as inheritance from the 
Prophet ?““* 

The lion’s whelp resembles the lion. Say, in what 
do you resemble tko Prophet? ” 

The troubled man 1 *" did to the Sharif what the 
“Reveller ” l< ' 1 would do to the family of Muhammad. 1 ^ 

What enmity is it that demons and ghola UrJ have 
perpetually like Yazld and Sbanir 1 ™ against the 
Prophet’s family! 

The Sharif was disabled ,w by that oppressor’s blows. 
He said to the Jurist, " I have sprang over the 
water. 14 * 1 
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(But) you bear patiently now that you are left alone 
and destitute (of friends)/*^ Be like a drum (and) 
suffer blows on (your) stomach. 

III am not a Sharif, or a worthy (companion), or an 
intimate, I am not worse for you than guch an oppressor 
as this. 

You hare given me over to this interested man : you 
have committed an act of folly ; koto bad i§ the exchange 
for you!" 

(The gardener) finished with (the Sharifj anti came 
up r saying, “Jurist! what sort of a Jurist, you disgrace 
to every fool! 

Itavo you a judicial decision, thief, 51 * to the effect 
that you may enter (my garden) without asking for 
permission ? t4M 

Have you read such an authorisation in the * Vaslt ? 1 
or has this question been (found) in the "Mublt* ? " 3135 

He responded* "You are rights heat me; you have 
got the power (to do bo) + This is the fit requital for 
him who separates from (his) friends.” 


Return to tfae Story of the tick man, and the visit of the 
Prophet —On him he peace / 

This visiting is for the furtherance of the union 
spoken of, and this union is pregnant with all affec¬ 
tion. 

The incomparable Prophet want on a visit, and he 
saw that Companion at the point of death. 

When you become far from the presence of the 
saints, you have 1 in truth, become far from God.** 9 
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Since die result of separation from fellow-travellers 
is grief and trouble, how should separation from the 
face of the Kings, (the Faints \ be less, than that ? 

Quickly seek every moment the shadow of the 
Kings! that you may be better through that shadow 
than the hub. 111 * 

If you ore going on a journey, go with this intention ; 
and if you are staying at home., do not neglect this 
(search)." 81 

A Shaikh says to B&$aafiA—May God sanctify hi * 
hidden state !—“I am the Ka l ha; cmumanihdaU 
round me" 

The Shaikh of the Community, B^yasTd, was hastening 
towards Mecca for the pilgrimage and the visitation. Efcrt 

In every city to which he went, he first sought out 
the saintly ^nien of it). 

Ho used to go round (inquiring) who there was in 
the city who leant upon the props of spiritual insight. ti,r 

Gfod has said, “Li even- place to which you go in 
(your) travels, you mutt first seek out a (holy) man. 11 U9y 

Aim at a treasure, liW for these interests of life kWff 
will follow as a consequence: consider them (only) aa 
derivatives. 

Whoever sows, is aiming at wheat; tho straw comes 
to him, indeed* as a (necessary) consequence. 

If you sow straw no wheat will come up; seek out 
a holy man. seek him out, seek him out. 1 * 1 

When it is the time for the pilgrimage, aim at the 
Ka J ba; when yon have gone (to it)* Mecca also 
will be seen. 
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Story of die disciple who built a new house. 

A fresh disciple one day built a new house. (His) 
spiritual guide came, (and; saw his house. 

The holy chief said to his fresh disciple, (just) to 
test that well-wisher: 

M For what purpose, (my) companion* did you. make 
a window ? 1 He answered, IA In order that the light 
might enter by this channel.” 

He rejoined, “That is only a branch ; (your) object li>J 
a herald have been that you might hear the call to 
prayer by this channel 3 ' 

In order that he might find some one who was the 
Kiuzr of his age K BtSyazfd in (his) journey inga sought 
much, 

(At last) he saw an old man with a form like the 
new moon ; iWl4 he found in him the grandeur and the 
speech of holy men. 

(His) eyes sightless, hut (his) heart like the sun. 
Like an elephant seeing Hindustan in dreams. 13- * 

^Yith eyes closed, acid asleep, seeing a hundred 
(excitants of) joyous emotions; 13 * 1 (and) wondrous to 
say, when opening (his eyes) seeing them not 1 ** 

Many a wondmus thing is manifest in sleep: the 
heart in sleep becomes a window. 1 ** 

He who is awake and has sweet dreams is an 'Arif; 
draw the duat (at) his (feet) through (your) eyes, 13 ** 

(Ihlyazld) sat before him, and enquired about his 
circumstances. He found him poor, and also possessed 
of a family, 1 ® 11 

N 



194 


THE MASNAVl 


(The old Plan) asked, M To what place do you design 
(to gp) p BlyaaJd? Tn what place would you bear the 
baggage of absence and exile froni home ? f S,ls 

(BSyazld) answered* “ I am intending (to proceed to) 
the Kn l ba at the dawn/* (The old man) said, H Now see, 
what proviairms have you for the road with yon? M 

He answered, fcl 1 have two hundred silver dimmed 11 
They are fastened tightly, see, in a corner of (my) 
cloak. M 

(The old man) said, 14 Go round me seven times, and 
count this better than circuiting (the Ka L bs) io the 
pilgrimage. 

And put those dirums before me, generous man ; (then) 
know that you have performed the pilgrimage* and that, 
your desire has been accomplished ; 

(That) you have performed the visitation and have 
gained eternal life ; that you have become pure, and 
have hastened to purity. 131 * 

By the truth of that God whom your soul has eeen t 
(0 MyazTd), He has preferred mo to His House 
(the Ka*b &)! m 

Although the Ku l bn is Hia House (appointed) for the 
performance of religions rites, my being is* above 
this/ 111 the house of Hie mysteries. 

Since (God) made that house, (the Ka'ba), He has not 
entered it; whilst into this house. (my heart), none but 
Him, the Ever Living, has gone™ 

When yon have seen me, yon have seen God; u,t you 
have circuited the Ku'ba of truth. 

Serving me is service to God and praise of Him, 
Take heed you think not that God is apart from me. m * 
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Open (yoorj eyee well, fund) loot at me, m order that 
you may see the Light of God in a human be Lu g. 11 

Bayazld paid attention to those subtleties; he took 
them to (hia) ears like golden ear-rings. 

Through him Eayazld entered upon an increase (of 
spiritual knowledge ) : the proficient nt last reached the 
extreme Unut. 


The Prophet— On him be peace! — 'finds f/m£ the cause of 
Amt person's sickness uras a certain boldness in 
prayer* 

When the Prophet saw the sick man, he bore himself 
with great kindness towards that intimate friend. ^ 

He became alive when he saw the Prophet : one 
might say that that moment created him. 

He said, “ Sickness has given me the good for tune of 
a visit in the morning from this Sovereign ; 1MI 

So that health and soundness have come to me from 
the arrival of this King* to whom none can set limits* 1 ** 1 

Flow felicitous the pain* the sickness and the fever l 
How blessed the suffering and the wakefulness at 
night! 

See (bow) in my age, God in (His) kindness and 
generosity has given me such a sickness and illness! 

Ho has given me pains in the back, so that I 
necessarily also spring up quickly every midnight 
from sleep, 

God in his kindness has given me pains, in orde 
that I may not sleep like a buffalo. 
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Through this infirmity the compassion of Kings has 
been excited, 1 ™ (and) it lias silenced hell's menacing 
of me" 

Pain is a treasure when there are mercies m it; 
the iemel shews tender and fresh when you break 
the shell/*™ 

(To be In) a dark and cold place, (my) brother, to 
practise patience in grief, languor, and suffering— 

All this is the Water of Life 1 "* and the cup of 
intoxication/'* for these fspiritual] heights are all in 
lowness, 

Thai spring is involved in autumn : that autumn is 
an introduction to the spring; li?: flee not from it. 

Be the companion of grief, and put up with dis¬ 
comfort ; seek in death eternal life. 11 ” 

Though your carnal soul says. ,s This place is had /" M 
hear it not, since its practice is inimical (to your 
intellectual and spiritual interests). 

Oppose it, you, for from the prophets has come 
such precept in the world. 1531 

It is necessary to take counsel in affairs/* 11 in order 
that in the end there may not be repentance. 

The prophets have used much deliberation and 
prudence, in order that by such the mill-stone should 
he set guing/ ;,J/ 

The carnal soul wishes to rain it:to lead the 
people astray and confound them. 

The community have said, ** With whom should we 
take counsel?" 1 The prophets have answered, "With 
intellect, the leader/ 1 
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They hare said, M If a boy, or a woman, wh ^ has not 
intellect or an enlightened judgment, should bo the 
only one near us* 14 ” (what then) ? " 

'The prophet) has answered, iK Tnke counsel with 
them, and proceed in a manner contrary to that which 
they advise* 11 ■ 

Consider your carnal soul as a woman, (or) worse 
than & woman; because woman is (only) a part, (but) 
your carnal soul h the whole of evil* 141 * 

If you take counsel with your carnal soul,—whatever 
it my®, act fin a way) contrary to (the advice of) that 
base one, 

U it enjoin prayer and lasting,—the carnal soul 
being always deceitful is (only) harbouring some 
deceit against yoUp 3a? 

(In) taking counsel with your carnal soul as to acta,— 
whatever it say,—the opposite of that is perfection, 

(If) you cannot cope with it and with its perversity, 
go to a friend, (and) make yourself dependent upon 
himJ** 

(One) intellect receives strength from another in¬ 
tellect; the sugar-cane is perfected by the sugar¬ 
cane, 1 * 38 

I have seen such things from the deceit of the carnal 
soul as would, by their sorcery, deprive men of their 
discerning Intellect. 

It will offer up anew to you promises which it has 
broken thousands of times. 

If your life be spared for a hundred years, it will 
offer you every day a fresh pretext. 3 ** 
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It utters false promises with an air of earnestness 
and truth. U11 (It is) an enchanter which deprive men 
oI manliness, 

0 Light of God, HuaSmu come ! for without 

you vegetation cannot grow from brackish ground 1343 

A veil has been suspended from the heavens, in 
consequence of the execrations of one whose heart has 
been vexed. 1411 

Only a decree (of God) can remedy this decree—the 
intellect of men (indeed) is utterly bewildered at God's 
decrees 1341 

That black serpent" 1 '' has become a dragonthat, 
which was (only as] a worm lying on the road. 

A dragon or serpent in your hands, 0 you of whom 
the soul of Moses is enamoured, becomes (even as) the 
rod (of Moses). EH ' 

God has commanded you (in the words), " Tak& it; 
be not afraid !** tHfc so that in your hands the dragon 
becomes a rod. 

Come l show the white baud, 0 King! Let a new 
dawn appear out of the dork nights! 

A hell has blazed up ; breathe an incantation over 
it/ ' O you whose breathing is greater and more 
excellent than the breathing of the sen. 1341 

The carnal soul is a most deceitful sea which shows 
only a little foam* It is a hell which in its deceit shows 
only a little heat. 

Il appears insignificant in your eyes, in order that 
you may consider it weak, end your anger may be 
stirred/"* 
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Even ae there was u numerous army (of infidels), 
(but) it appeared small to the Prophet's eyes ; 

So that the Prophet attacked them without (fear of) 
danger; but if he had thought them numerous he 
would have used caution. 3 

That was the favour of God, and you wore worthy 
of it, 0 Ahmad; had it pot boon (vouchsafed) you 
would have become fearful. 

God made the external holy warfare and the in¬ 
ternal LW+ appear alight to him and his Companions; 

In order that He might put into Muljnmm&d’a power 
the (thing which had been made to appear) easy, (and) 
that he should pot have to face a difficulty [which had 
the appearance of a difficulty). 3 ^ 

Making (this holy warfare) appear slight was success 
for him, because God was his friend and road-guide. 1 ^ 

But he whom God does not support to victory’—woe 
{to Mm) t If a male lion seem a cat to him ! 

Woe (to him), if at a distance he see a hundred 
as goe! so that he engage in battle through false 
confidence. 

God makes a ” gul-faqSr" ,iW seem like an 
(ordinary) javelinHe makes a male lien appear like 
a cat; j — 

Ln order that the foolish may boldly engage in haltIo T 
and that by this device He may seize them. 

In order (again) that those fools may walk of them¬ 
selves to the fire, 1 

He shows (you) a blade of straw, 1 *" 5 so that you may 
quickly give a puff in order to blow it away- 
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He ware ! for that straw baa torn up mountains, the 
world 1 * weeping through ( the InBuence of) it, and it 
in laughter. 

He shows the water of this stream lin as up to the 
ankle; hut a hundred such as Og the son of ‘ Anaq “* 
have been drowned in it. 

ITe makes a wave of blood lUj appear to him ns a heap 
of musk; He shews the bottom of the sea (to him) as 
dry land. 1 " 

Pharaoh, the blind in heart, saw that sea as dry, ao iW 
instigated by boldness and strength lie drove into it. 

When he enters it he is at the bottom of the sea. 
How should the eyes of Pharaoh be clear-sighted ? ““ 

The eyes become clear-sighted through the face of 
God, How should God be the confidant of every 
fool ? “* 

' The fool) sees sugar candy, (as he thinks), but it is 
really deadly poison; he sees the mad, (as he thinks), 
but it is really the cry of the ghul,’* 

0 sky, you are revolving in the troubles of the latter 
days (of this world)! pray give (ua) mercy and 
immunity. 1 " 4 

Vou are a sharp dagger to attack us; you are a 
poisoned lancet to bleed us. 

0 sky, leant mercy from the mercy of God; do not 
like a serpent wound the hearts of ante (like us). 15 " 

By the truth of Him who has made your wheel 
revolve over this Mansion JW™ 

Turn in another manner and have mercy, before you 
tear up our roots. 1571 
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(By) the truth of your having unity red us at first, so 
that our saplinggrew (and flourished) from water 
and earth ! ma 

(By) the truth of that King who created yon pTire, 
and manifested so many torches in you! 

Who has kept you so beautifully appointed and 
Ins? mg* that the Materialist L2 “"* has thought you (to have 
existed) from all eternity! 

Thanks (be to God), we know your begi nni ng, for 
the prophets have told ns that secret of yours, 

A man knows that a house is new ■ the spider which 
is an idle dailier in it knows it not. EATfl 

How should the gnat know from what time this 
garden dates, since it is bom in the spring and its. 
death is in the winter ? 3irr 

The worm which is bom weak and helpless in a treOj 
—how should it know of the tree when it was a 
sapling ? 

But if the worm should know of its essential nature, 
it is intellect, (and) the worm is (only) its outer form/"’ 

Intellect shows itself us of many forms; |MU (hut) like 
a fairy it b leagues distant from them. 11 * 1 

It is higher than the angels ; why should we speak 
of a fairy ? 1 * But you have the wings of a fly; you 
fly down low, 14 ® 

Although your intellect fixes towards the heights, the 
bird, your conventional, imitative (intellect), feeds in 
low regions/** 1 

Conventional, imitative knowledge is injurious to our 
souls 2 it is (only) a temporary, borrowed thing, but we 
quietly settle in the belief that it is ours. 1541 
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W& should be (rather) ignorant possessed) of 

such wisdom as this: we should (rather! lav hold of 
insanity. 

Flee from whatever you see (to be to) your interest; 
drink poison, (and) pour away the water of life. 11 ** 

Whoever praises jo% give (him) abuse; liW lend 
capital and interest to the poor man. 

Give up security and be where there is fear: abandon 
honour, and be openly disgraced* 11 " 

1 have tried far-thinking, auticipative intellect ; M 
henceforth I will be as one insane,™ 

Dulqak excuse himself to a most noble lord 1 '* firho asks 
him) why hs married a harlot . 

A most noble lord said one night to Balqak, " You 
have married a harlot precipitately.™ 

You ought to have told me openly of this (matter), so 
that we might have made a chaste woman your wife.** 

He responded P 14 1 (had previously) married nine pious, 
chaste women; they all became liarlots K and 1 wanted 
with grief. 

I married this harlot without knowledge, L2!>i in order 
that 1 might see how she would ultimately turn out/ 1 

I also have often tried intellect; henceforth I will 
seek a nursery for insanity/* 

An eTtquirer by a derice makes a holy man speak isho 
feiyned to be insane. 

A certain person said, I want an intelligent man, to 
consult him in a difficulty, 11 
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One said to him, n Lu our town there id nobody 
(highly! intelligent except a certain man who feigns to 
be insane. 

Bahold T them is one (who) mounted on a cane rides it 
among (a lot of] children. 

He is a man of judgment and of keenness; u grand 
as the heavens.^ and conditioned ns the stars. 1 *" 

His splendour is the life of the cherubim. Ito He has 
become concealed in this (pretended) insanity*” lfcL 

Bnt do not reckon every madman n eoul : '** do not 
like Samiri prostrate yourself before a calf, :w 

When a saint has explicitly set forth to you hundreds 
of thousands of hidden mysteries and secrets, 

(And) you have not had proper understanding and 
knowledge (to grasp them), nor been able to distingnisk 
between ordure and aloes-wood ,— 1lmi 

How will you, 0 blind one, be able to recognise the 
saint when he has veiled himself in insanity ? *°* 

If those eyes of mental discernment lfcl of yours are 
Open, look for a (spiritual) chief under every rock. 

To that eye which is open and as a guide, one like 
Moses is enfolded in every woollen garment. 1 ** 

Only the saint (himself) can make him self known: nii 
he can favour (with knowledge) whomever he pleases. 

No one by means of wisdom 1 " 1 can recognise him 
when he wishes to show himseif as insane. 

When a thief who has sight steals from a blind inarip 
can the latter in any way find out the thief on (his) 
passage ? lf 1m 



20-i 


THE MASNAVT 


THe blind ratm cannot recognise who was his thief* 
although the perverse thief may actually coma into 
contact with him. 

When a dog bites a blind* ragged beggar, how can 
he recognise that fierce dog? 

A dog attacks a mendicant blind man, 

A dog attacked like a raging lion a mendicant blind 
man In a street. 

A dog angrily attacks poor men ; mi the moon draws 
the dust (of the feet j of poor men through her eyes {as 
a collyrium L^ 11 

['he beggar was helpless before the dog's yelping* and 
in his fear (of it); eo he began to treat it with courtesy 
and respect; 

Saying, ts 0 lord of the chase* 0 lion of the hunt! the 
power is yours ; (pray) keep your hand off me.” 

(For through necessity a certain philosopher treated 
a fool with courtesy, and called him noble and 
generous ). 3IU 

(The blind man) also through necessity said, ** 0 lion, 
what can yon get from prey so lean as I ? 

Your friends are taking onagers on the hills; you 
are taking only) a blind man on the street a wretched 
business. 

(Your friends are seeking onagers to hunt; youare 
seeking a blind man fev craft,} ” 1111 

The dog trained in knowledge hunts the onager, 
but that worthless* untrained dog hunted a blind 
man. 1111 
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Whea the dag has been trained Le escapes from 
error : he hunts lawful (prey, in the forests. 

When the dog has acquired knowledge he becomes 
brisk in battle; 5 " ! ‘’ when the dog has acquired deeper 
knowledge he becomes one of the Com pan ions of the 
Cam™ 

The dog gels to recognize who is the master of the 
hunt 1 " 3 " What is that light which recognizes, O God ? 

(If) the blind man does not recognize it, it is not 
from want of eyes, hut because he is intoxicated with 
ignorance.” 1 u 

The blind man is surely not more eyeless than the 
earth, (and yet) the earth through God's grace sees 
who are enemies. 

It saw the Light of Moses, and treated Moses 
with consideration; it knew Qfirdn, and Qarnu it 
engtdphed. 1 ™ 

(The earth) has quaked 1413 for the destruction of 
every villain * (and) it understood (the command) of 
God, 11 0 earth, eicalJoir up (thp tea ter) I s> 

The water, the air, the earth, and the scintillating 
fire LCil know us not, but they know God. 

We 3 contrary to that, are acquainted with things 
other than God, (whilst) we are unacquainted with God, 
and with so many (prophets who have been) sent to warn. 

All of these (dements) necessarily were fearful of 

: IUI their efforts to obtain an admixture of life were 
naught. 1411 

They said, "Wa are all averse to such life as this, 
which is as life (with regard to man's relations) with 
the creature, (but) is as death (with respect) to God. 
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When the heart turns away from the creature it 
becomes single (in its nature)* (and) for companionship 
with God a heart (thus single and) pure (cl all) is 
necessary. 

When a thief steals any goods from a blind man, 
the blind man bewails himself in ignorant blindness 
(as to who has robbed him). 3 *” 

Until the thief say to him, +l It is I who have robbed 
you, for I am a thief full of craft/ 1 

How should the blind man recognise hig thief, since 
he has not the light of (lie eye and that illumina¬ 
tion?^ 

When (the thief) does gay so, then grasp him tightly, 
in order that he may give (you) indications of the 
(spiritual) goods {of which he has robbed you)/ 114 

Therefore the greater holy warfare 1 ® ig to firmly 
grasp the thief, in order that he may say what he lias 
stolen and carried off. 

First 1 he has stolen the collyri am of your eyes; ™ 
when yon seize (it) you will recover (your) spiritual 
insight, 1 * 11 

The treasure, wisdom, which your) heart has lost 301 
is assuredly in the possession of the #0ff Adept: (seek 
it through liim) + 

The blind of heart, notwithstanding his soul, hearing, 
and sight, does not know the thief, Satan, by the results 
(of his action).™ 

Seek that (knowledge) from the Adept; ™ seek 
it not from the inorganic: the commonalty i indeed) 
are inorganic in comparison with him. 
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The seeker of counsel came to him, and said, '* 0 father 
who have become as a child* tell (me) a secret/ 1 >sw 

Tie replied, “Depart from this knocker, /or this 
door is not open. Return! (for) to-day is not the 
day for (the manifestation of) secretsJ™ 

If place had any access to the place-less, I F like the 
Shaikhs, should be in a shop /' im 


-4 Muhtaxib summons to prison a man i rho has fatten 
do ten d&ad-drunk. 

A Hnbtasib ]iJ: reached a cerium place at midnight; 
at ihe foot of a wall he saw a drunken man lying. 

He said, “Hie! you are drunk; tell me what you 
have drunk/' He answered, *‘I have drunk of this 
which is in the jar/ 1 

Ho said to hlm + “(But) pray, tell me plainly what 
there is in the jar." He answered, "(There is) of that 
which I have drunk." (The HuMasib) rejoined, " This 
is not clear/ 1 

(Then) he continued, “What is that of which you 
have drunk ? ,r lie answered! “ Of that which is con¬ 
cealed in the jar/* 

This quest inning and answering resulted in (nothing 
but) a vicious circle/™ The Mulitasib stuck In the 
mire like an ass. 

The Huhtafiib said to him, 41 Come! say, 1 Ah *!" '** 
The drunken man uttered," Hfl, Hu!"when he spoke, 

(The Mnbtasib) said, "I told you to my 'Ah ! 1 (and) 
you say 4 Hit! 1 " He replied, “ I (am) joyous, and you 
(are) bent with grief. 1 *" 
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{The utterance of) ‘Mi! ’ is iron P ail1 . S r ' lci ’ and 
injustice ; that of 1 Hay, hay l * by the wine-drinkers is 
from joyOTsocfflu” 

The Mubtasib said, "1 know not (of) this; arise, 
arise! Do not play the learned;’** 1 give up this 
UtigiousaflBS + " 

He retorted, “Go! what relation is there between 
you and me?’ 11 “ (The Muhtasib) said, “You are 
drunk. Arise, and come to prison," 

The drunken man said, “ Leave (me alone), Mubta&ib, 
and go. How ran one carry off a stake from a naked 

man? 1 "* 

If I had bad indeed the power to go"'* I should 
have gone home; and {then) how would this have 
happened?" lt,i 

I, if 1 had intellect and contingent being, should be, 
like the Shaikhs, in a shop. 16,1 

I?[e enquirer, o second time, induces the holy man to 
gpeak, in order that his condition may 6* better 
ascertained. 

The enquirer said, “ 0 cane-rider, pray, for a moment 
urge your steed in tins direction." 

He rode towards him, saying, “ Here! speak as 
qukkly ns possible, for my steed is very wild and hot- 
tempered. 14 ** 

Hake haste, lest he give you a kick i*"* state clearly 
and openly the subject of your enquiry." 
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(The enquirer) saw no opportunity (then) of speaking 
the secret of his heart. He quickly got out of the 
difficulty by engaging him in a jest. 

Ho said, 11 1 am going to mam" a woman in ihi^ 
quarter: who is fitting for one like Die? 11 

He replied, 11 Women are of three kinds in the world : 
t wo of these are affliction* and one is a treasure of the 
souk 

When you marry that one, she is entirely yours; 
and die second— one half (of her is) yours, (and) the 
other half is apart (from you). 

Whilst the third—know she is not yours at all. 
(Sow) you have heard this, away?—1 am off at 
once— 

Lest my horse give you a kick, and yon fall and rise 
not to all eternity." m 

The Shaikh rode among the children, (but) die young 
man again called to him, 

Saying, 14 Come, pray expound this. You say women 
(are of) three kinds: distinguish (between them)/ 1 

He rode towards him and said to him, ‘"A pure 
virgin will he entirely yours, (and) you will escape 
grief. 

And she of whom a half will l>e yours is a widow; 
whilst she who will he (in) nothing (yours) is a widow 
with a child.'* 1 

When she has had a child by her first husband, the 
love of her whole heart will go in that direction. 

Be off! lest (my) horse kick; (lest; my wild horn's 
hoof reach you " 
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The Shaikh uttered an exultant shout and rode back ; 
he called the children again to him. 

The enquirer again called to him, (saying), Come 
(buck)! I have still a question (to ask) T 0 mighty 
King.” 

He rode back in that direction, (and said), “ Say as 
quickly as possible what it is, for one of the children 
has home away my hall from the field,” 

He said, H 0 King, with such intellect and learning 
(as you have), in the name of wonder what insanity, 
what conduct is this? 

You are "beyond the Universal Intellect in lucidity of 
(mind and) expression: you ore a sun, why are you 
concealed in the darkness of madness?” 

He answered, '* These low fellows were proposing to 
make me QSil in this town of theirs. 

I objected, (but) they said to me, ‘Kay! there is no 
so learned and clever a person ns you. 

With yon here, it would be illegal and wicked that 
any one less than you should pronounce (judgments) 
us Q&*I. IWi 

In the holy Law no authority is (found) for us to make 
one less than you (our) chief and leader.' 

From this compulsion I went distracted and mad 
(to outward appearances) ; but in my mind I am the 
same as I was. 

My intellect ib a treasure, and I am a rain; HM if I 
disclose the treasure I am (really) a madman, 111 ’’ 

He is mad who has not gone mad ; who has seen 
this patrol and not entered his house. 11 ” 
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% knowledge is essential, not accidental, 3 ** This 
precious (possession) is not (to be used) for any in¬ 
terested design. 

I am a mine of sugar-candy T a field oi sugar-cane; 
it both gft iwa from me, and I also eat of it.*" 

That is (only) imitative and acquired knowledge 
when (die acquirer of) it laments at the disgust of tho 
hearer. 

When it is (acquired) for the sake of gain, land : not 
lor (spiritual) enlightenment, (the acquirer of) it is 
like the seeker of knowledge of the vile world. 1 * 1 

He is a seeker ol knowledge for the sake of noble and 
plebeian ; ]Wi not in order to gain deliverance from this 
world. 

Like a mouse he burrows in every direction fin the 
dark earth); since the Light drives him from the place 
of issue, and says, 1 Away! fc 14fl# 

Since lie can have no access to the open fields and 
the Light, 1 ' 11 he just makes suck effort (as he can) in that 
darkness. 

(But) if God should give him wings—the wings of 
true intellect—he would e&cape from (Ids) mouse-like 
nature, and fly like the birds. 16-1 

But H he gain not wings, he will remain beneath the 
earth, hopeless of following the path to Simflk,™ 

Verbal knowledge, which is lifeless, is a lover of 
the faces of customers, 34 " 

Though (the possessor of verbal knowledge) 3fcC be 
vigorous (at) the time of the learned debate, when he 
has no customers he is as dead and gone. 


2i* 


THE MASNAVI 

My customer is God, (and; He draws me to the 
heights, for 1 God ha# purchased' 

The beauty of the Majestic (God) is the price of my 
blood ■ I enjoy that blood-money, my lawful gain.™ 

Relinquish these bankrupt customers. What 
purchase can a handful of clay make 7 ll5r “ 

Eat npl clay ; buy not day; seek not clay ; because 
the cky-eater is always pallid. 6 * 1 

Eat your heart* 1 * 1 that you may always be young: 
(than your face through the divine revelation (may be) 
like the flower of the Judas’ tree/' wy 

0 Lord! this gift is beyond our works: Thy grace 
(in this} can be indeed only unconditional grace. J4ri 

Help us, (and) buy us from our own hands \ raise 
the curtain, and tear not our curtain. 1 ** 

Redeem ns from this unclean soul ; its knife has 
reached our bones. 1 ** 

0 crownless, throneless King, who will take off 1 * 1 
this strong chain from helpless ones like us 7 

0 loving (God), what but Thy grace can take off so 
heavy a lock as this ? 

(Grant) that we turn our heads from ourselves 
towards Thee p since Thou an nearer to ua than wo 
(to ourselves)/** 

These prayers and aspirations are also Thy gift and 
teaching; (for) otherwise, through what has a rose-bed 
grown in a dust-heap ? lErt 

Except by Thy bounty, understanding and intellect 
could not be conveyed into blood and intestines,™ 
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From two pieces of fat. this flowing light—the 
waves of the light associated with them—rise to die 
sky.™ 

A piece of flesh, of which the tongue is composed h — 
a torrent of wisdom flows (from it) like a stream lWl1 

Towards a hole, the name of which is M ear/ 1 up to 
the garden of the soul r lta whose fruit is intellect. 

The royal road, the garden of souls, is its main 
course; the orchards and gardens of the world are its 
branch c han nels, ^ 

The origin and source ol felicity is that, (is) that t 
read at ones (the Text), ^Streams ilotchcneath them. J 

Continuation (of the Story) of the &mn*d of the Prophet 
— On Aim he pence l—to the sick man. 

The Prophet said to the sick man, when he visited 
that afflicted friend : 

“Perchance you have uttered some particular kind nf 
piaver: have, through ignorance, eaten some poisoned 

food,*** 

Recall to mind what prayer yon uttered when you 
(may) have been perplexed by the wiles of the soul," 

Ho answered, ,+ I do not remember, but exert your 
miraculous influence in my favour, land) it will come to 
my mind in a moment." 

Through the light-giving presence of Musiafa that 
prayer recurred to his mind* 

[Through) the miraculous influence of the Prophet, 
who abode in the Light of God r that which had been 
lost came hack to Ins mind, 16 * 1 
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Through that window which is between hear! and 
heart shone the light which distinguishes between the 
true and ihe false. 

He soid T +i Now, O Prophet, I remember that prayer 
which I, meddlesome fool, uttered. 

When (I saw' that) I was involved in sim (and) 
drowning (in a sea of it) was struggling hand and 
foot, 

A threat and a warning came from you to sinners ol 
a punishment most severe. 

I became agitated, and there was no remedy, (for) 
there were strong chains and an un fas [enable lock/*' 

No room for endnrance, nor any road for flight; no 
hope of penitence, nor possibility of rebellion. 

1. like HarClt and Mfellt/®* in grief sighed (and 
prayed}, saying, 1 0 my Creator, 

O wing to the danger (and their fear of the Resurrec¬ 
tion IlfiriU and JlarCtt openly chose the well of 
Babylon; 

In order that they might suffer the punishment of 
the future world here ; (andj these (two) are crafty, 
intelligent, and magichm-like,^ 

They did well,, and it was proper and fitting; the 
pain of the smoke is easier than (that of) the fire/ ” m 

The description of the pain of the future world has 
no limit: the pain of this world compared with it is 
easy. 

How Snippy b he who engages in a war (against the 
flesh) ; who uses restraint and practises justice upon 
the body : ™ 
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Who. in Older that bo may escape the pain of the 
future world, puts upon himself this pain of religious 

lAd 

service. 

“ i gufd, ‘ O Lord ! now at ouce, even in this world, 
inflict that punishment upon me ; ,w 

In order that in the future world I may have freedom 
from it.’ With such a petition I knocked at the door 
(of God). 

Such a malady (as I suffer from) came upon roe; fund) 
my soul through pain has (now) become devoid of rcst- 

I have become incapable of reciting the praises of 
God, and of repeating the stated portions of the 
fjnr’Sn; ** I have become oblivious of myself, and 
of (everything), good and evil. 

If I had not seen your face now.—oh, auspicious and 
blessed (is) your scent !— 

I should have been altogether loosened from the 
bond (of existence). (But) you have used towards me 
this regal sympathy." 1 ** 

(The Prophet) said, "Take care you utter not this 
tort of prayer again: do not tear yourself up from 
root and foundation. 1 ”* 

What power to bear have you, 0 poor, weak ant, 
that ( God) should lay upon you ea high a mountain V ’ 

He answered, "I repent, and 1 vow, 0 Sovereign, 
that iu no way will I (in future) use rashly and in¬ 
considerately boastful words. 

This world is the desert of the Exodus, and you are 
Moses, and we through sin remain afflicted in the 
desert. 1 ** 
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The people of Moses Trent DO rmvwllhng (and) at 
last found themselves at their starting place,™ 

For years we follow the road, and at last we are 
still tied to die first stags 

Lf the heart of Moses had been satisfied with us, 
this mad even at last would have came to an end. 1 * 1 

And if (his heartj had been entirely displeased with 
us 1 how at all would trays of food have come to us 
from the sky ? Um 

How from a rock would springs have gushed out? 
(Bm) in the desert would there have been security for 
our lives ? 

Rather, indeed r would fire have come instead of 
trays, and flames have reached us in this place of 
sojourn. 

But since Moses was undecided us to us, he is 
sometimes our enemy, (and) sometimes our friend. 

Hie anger sets fire to our belongings ;*"* hk clemency 
turns (from us) the arrow of calamity; 

When is it that anger is even clemency? This is 
not strange to your graciousness, revered one. 1 * 1 

To praise one who is present is ill-breeding, (bo) 
for this {reason) I \m the name of Moses, whilst having 
the intention (of praising you). IF?a 

For indeed how should Moses hold it right for 
me to remember or speak of anybody (else) before 
yon? 

Our covenant has been broken a hundred and a 
thousand times; Your covenant is like a mountain 
fixed (ami) immovable. 


TEXT 


217 


Our covenant (is) a straw, and (La) at the mercy of 
every wind ; V{ * Your covenant (is) a mountain, and 
greater even tlian a hundred mountains (in firmness 
and immovability). 

By that mighty power ( which You have)! have mercy 
upon our fickleness, s ™“ 0 Lord of all species, 

1 have seen myself and my disgrace. Abstain from 
further trials of me, 0 King ; 

In order that Yon may keep other causes of shame 
from coming to light, 0 Generous One on whom we 
call for hdp, JlM 

In beauty and perfection You are limitless; we are 
limitless in perversity and error. 

Let Your limitless ness Lave power and influence, 
O' Generous One, over the limitless perversity of a 
handful of wretches. 

See! of our form one thread (only) remains : we were 
a city and (only) a wall remains.*' * 

The remainder! the remainder! 0 Great Prince; |Ilfl 
in order that the Demon's soul may not entirely 
rejoice: 

Not for tile sake of (but) lor the sake of that 
first graciouaneas, which led You to seek out those w ho 
had gone astray. 

Since You have shown Your mighty power, show 
(Your) mercy, 0 You who have put feelings of mercy 
into fat and flesh [ 1X11 

If this prayer increase Your anger, do You, 0 Lord, 
deign to teach me a prayer s— 
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Even us You allowed Adam, after he had fallen from 
paradise, a return to You in penitence* so that ho 
escaped the foul Demon/ 1 tJAf 

Who is the Demon that lie should surpass Adam, 
(and) win the game from him on such a chess-board ? uu 

In truth (that deceit) resulted in nothing but advan¬ 
tage to Adam: the deceit became the curse of (his) 
envies (Satan). 

He saw one game. 1 ' 11 but he did not nee two hundred 
(other) games ; int (and) thus he cut away the props 
of his own house. 

He set fire at night to the sown field of others, whilst 
the wind drove the fire to bis own field,™ 

The curse (of God) was as a veil to the Demon, so 
that he considered that deceit as (a cause of) injury 
to (his) enemy. 

(But) his deceit was only (the cause of) injury to his 
own condition: you might indeed say that Adam was 
Lis demon. [?ir 

The curse (of God) is that a person be made to see 
things in a wrong light , im to be envious, self-conceited, 
and malicious ; 

So that he know not that whoever'docs evil,—(that 
evil) will at lust come hack and strike him (him- 
flalf).™ 

He sees inversely nil the ekilfnl moves, (so that) 
check-mate* detriment, and loss overtake him. ,Tp> 

Because if he should at all sec himself,—should see 
the wounds (of hie heart and soul) ns fatal and 
gangrenous, — M 
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Pain would arise from such inward inspection p 
and the pain, would bring him out of the veil (of 
egotism)- 17 ” 

Until the pangs of labour seize the mother, the child 
finds no tray to birth. 

This charge (is) in the heart, and the heart is 
pregnant (with it); (whilst) these counsels are like 
the midwife, 1 '" 

The midwife may soy the woman has no pain ; pain 
is the child's path. im 

He who is without pain is a highway-robber, because 
being without pain is saying, M I am God* 1 ™ 

To niter that “I” unseasonably is a curse (upon the 
utterer): to say that *T" seasonably is a gift of the 
divine mercy.™ 

That *T Pt of Mansur was assuredly a gift of the 
divine mercy; that * f l H of Pharaoh was assuredly 
a curse (upon hira). ,;f7 

It is therefore necessary to behead the proclamation 
of every cock which crows unseasonably. 11 ^ 

What is beheading? It is mortifying the carnal 
soul in the holy war,™ and abandoning carnal desires,™ 

Just as you might extract the scorpion’s sting, in 
order dial it might gain security from being hilled. 

As you might late out a poison-fang from the snake, 
in order that it might escape the evil of stoning. 

Xothing bnt the shadow 11,1 of the spiritual chief will 
kill die carnal soul: seize tightly the skirt of that 
tiller of the eumal souk 
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W hen, you do seize it tightly, it is (owing to) God's 
favour; whatever power come to you, it fa (due to) the 
attracting influence (uwiicised) by Him. 

Know (how) true (is the Text), 41 Fott did not shoot irftm 
you shot:" i M whatever the soul produces is from the 
Sod of the soul™ 

He ia the Helper and the Long-Suffering: hope con¬ 
stantly for that inspiration from Him. 1 '” 

There is no (occasion for) grief if you have remained 
long without Him : If or) you have read that He fa long 
in taking hold, but takes firm hold, 1 ™ 

His mercy is hug in taking hold, but takes firm 
hold ; His Majesty does not keep you absent from Itself 
for a moment™ 

And if you desire an explanation of this union and love* 
read thoughtfully ( the Chapter) r +H By the early morning !" tw 

And if yon say that evils also are from Him, still how 
should that fact constitute a diminution of His Grace ? 

Know that that evil 3r ** ia even (a proof of) His per¬ 
fection : — I will offer you an illustration, exalted (friend) : 

A painter painted two kinds of pictures—pictures 
bright (and beautiful), rind pictures dark (and ugly},™ 

He painted pictures of Joseph and the hurts of lovely 
form; (and also) pictures of hideous evil genii l7m and 
devils. 

Both kinds of pictures are (proofs of) his perfect 
mastery: (those dark ones) are not (proofs of) Me 
ugliness, but of his intelligence (and fullness). 

He makes the ugly of extreme ugliness: everything 
which is ugly is involved in it; Bil 
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In order that hi* perfect knowledge may be displayed, 
(and) that lie who denies his mastery may be disgraced, 

II he know not how to make the ugly he is deficient— 
hence (God) is the Creator of the infidel l?if and of the 
sincere (believer). 

For this reason, therefore, infidelity and faith are 
witnesses (to Him): both are prostrate in worship 
before His lordly power.™ 

But know that the true believer worships willingly, 
because he seeks and aims at the contentment of God. 

The infidel also is r though unwillingly, a worshipper 
of God, but his aim is another object. sm 

He keeps In good order the King's fortress, tro but he 
pretends to command and authority.™ 

He has become a rebel in order that (the fortress) 
may be his own property; but at last indeed the for¬ 
tress comes to the King. 

The true believer ke^ps that fortress in good order, 
not for the sake of position, but for the King. 

The ugly save, l( 0 King. Creator of the ugly, You 
are poteut (both) ns to the beautiful and (also) the 
despised ugly."™ 

The beautiful says, " 0 King of fairness and beauty, 
Tou have caused me to be free from blemishes. 1 '™ 

The Prophet —On him te pence !—tenches the sick man 
hair to prvifjf, and counsels him not to pray against 
himself hj asking for deletion. 

The Prophet said to the sick mam 41 Pray thus:— 
i 0 You who make easy that which is hard, 
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Gicfi u* good in our home, the world; gim us good in 
our hauxe, the future world. 1 ' 4 * 

Make the tout] pleasant os o garden to us: You in¬ 
deed, 0 Holy Gne p are our goal.* 11 

True believer* at the Resurrection will say, H ‘ O 
angels, was not hell (to be} a road common (to all) ? ,:in 

True believer and infidel have both, (wo are taught), 
to pass over it ■—(yet) on this road we have seen no 
smoko and lire. 

Hero Is paradise and the court of safety! Then 
where was that vik place of passage ? ” 

Then the angels will say, ** That verdant garden/™ 
which in a certain plana you sair on (your) passage.— 

That was hell and the scat of stem punishment; 
(but) for you it became garden?, orchards, nod trees 

Since as regard? this hellish carnal acud T a demoniacal 
one, a turbulent unbeliever/* 11 

You have made efforts, and it lias become full of 
purity, (and) you have quenched (its) fire for the sake 
of God ; 

(Since) the fire of sensuality which was biasing has 
become (through your efforts) the verdure of pious 
abstinence from sin, and the light of true guidance and 
faith ; 

(Since) both the fire qf anger has become in you 
clemency, (and) also the darkness of ignorance has 
become in you knowledge ■ 

(Since) the fire of greed has become in you generosity, 
and that envy (which) was like thorns has become a 
rose-bed; 


TEXT m 

Since nil these fires of your own — you have for the 
sake of God quenched (them) all in this life; 1 ‘ 53 

Have made the fiery carnal soul like a garden, and 
have scattered in it the seed of good faith ; Lu 

(Whilst) in it (are) night ingales voicing the names 
and praises of God on verdant meads beside a stream : — 

Since dn all this) yon have (thus) responded to the 
call of God,™ (and) have brought water to the hell, 
yottr carnal seal; 

Onr bcH also* aa regards you, has become verdure, 
rose-gardems, and harmony*™ 

What is the return, 0 eon, for beneficence? (It 
is) kindness, beneficence, and worthy recompense,* m 

Did you not say* 1 We are sacrifices (on the Path of 
God); we are transitory in the presence of the Eternal 
Attributes/ " im 

We r whether we be intellectual or insane, are 
intoxicated with that Cupbearer and that cnp. IIH 

We lay our heads upon His order and mandate; we 
pledge onr sweet lives to Him. 

So long as the thought of the Friend is in gilt hearts, 
our business is servitude and the sacrifice of onr Uvea. 

Wherever they have lighted the candle of trial and 
affliction, the souls of countless lovers have been 
burnt" 

Lovers who have been allowed to approach (the 
Friend) become moths in the candle, His face/ 1 ” 

Go, 0 heart, to the place where they are sincere with 
yon, and are to you as a coat of mud against trials and 
afflictions.™ 
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(Where) they will afford you consolation and relief 
in your transgressions, and will give yon a place 
within their souls. 

For this reason they give you a place within tlieir 
souls that they may fill you like a cup with wine. 1 ™ 

Take up your abode within their souls: dwell (thus) 
in the sky, 0 shining moan*™ 

Like Mercury Lr “ they will open the book of their 
hearts, in order to disclose mysteries to you T 

If you are a wanderer, go toj (your) relatives ; im if 
yon are a segment of the moon, he associated with 
the lull moon. 17 * 7 

What is (all this) avoidance of its Whole by the 
part? Wliat is aU this mingling with that which is 
opposed ? |! * 

See (how) the genus in its course (has) become fall 
the) species! (how) the Secret, the Invisible, in its 
evolution (has) become the individual, the visible! IT " J 

So long aaj Uke a woman, you seek blandishments, 
foolish man h when will you gain any help—help from 
lies and blandishments? SS7 * 

You take flattery, sweet words, and deceit, and put 
them like gold in your bosom. 

The abuse and blows of Kings 5 ^ are tetter for you 
than the praise of the erring. 

Suffer the blows of Kings ; eat not the honey of 
the base, in order that through the angpiciowsuess of 
the distinguished yon may become n distinguished 
person.™ 
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Because from them come robes of honour and 
prosperity: 00 under the auspices of the spirit body 
becomes soul. 1 ” 1 

Wherever you see a destitute* nuked person, kno w 
that he has (led from (his) teacher or master; 

In order that lie may become such as hia heart—that 
blind, evil, and profitless heart (of his)-—desires. 1171 

If he hud become such as his teacher or master 
desired, he would have become an honour™ to himself 
and to his kindred. 

Whoever* in the world, flees from his teacher or 
master,—know this that he flees from prosperity. 

You have learnt a business in order to cam a material 
livelihood ■ Im put (your) hand (now) to a religious 
business. 

In this world you have become clothed and rich; but 
what will you do when you go out hence ? 1Tn 

Learn a business such that after this life the gaining 
of God's pardon may accrue as the profit of it™ 

The world after this lfin is a city full of business and 
trade; think not that the trade here is everything. ? '* 1 

God, most High, has said, l+ The gains of ibis world 
in comparison with that (world's) gains are (but) 
child's play 

(As an illuatration may be given) u child's taking 
hold of another (and) putting itself Into contact (with itj 
like one engaging in intercourse. 3 ™ 

(Again), children in pky set up a shop, but it affords 
(them) no profit except (ns a means of) passing the 
time. 
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Night comes on, (and each child) returns home 
hungry :—the children scattered, (each one) remains 
alone. 

This world is a playground, and death is the night:— 
yon return empty o! purse (and) full of fatigue. 

Love and the heart's rapture are the (real) gains of 
religion : know, 0 rebel (against this lore and rapture), 
(that these are from) the capacity (to receive) the Light 
of God.™ 

This vile carnal soul desires for you the gain of ihe 
transient;—how much (longer) would you gain the 
vile? Leave it f (you have sought it} enough! 

II the die carnal sop! seeks for you a noble gain, 
some trickery or deceit (on its part) is (always) attendant 
upon that (gsln). 3TU 

Satan awakens Mutiny a, saying, u Arise ! it is 
prayer-time.” 

It is related in Tradition that the uncle of the 
believers , J was sleeping on Ida back on a bed in the 
palace. 

The palace gate was fastened within, for he was 
fatigued by the people's visits. 

Suddenly a man awoke him T (hut) when he opened 
hie eye# the man had disappeared. 

He said to himself, “No one had admittance into the 
palace ; who is it that baa shown this presumption and 
boldness ? IP 

Then he walked round and made search in order to 
find some trace of him who had disappeared. 
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Behind the curtain he saw an ill-fated one who wa* 
hiding his face behind the door-curtain. 

He said, “Halloa! who are yon? What is your 
name?" He replied, "My name, without disguise, fa 
Xfalla, the accursed." IT ® 

MuYiviva said, " Why were you earnest in awakening 
me? Tell me the truth: titter not words contrary (to 
die fact).” 

Be tail deceives i7 “ Mitaviya and uses duplicity and false 
pretexts. Th&ir lenythy discussion. 

fSatau) mid, “Prayer-time has (nearly) come (to) an 
end; you must run hastily to the masque. 

MuftafS, boring the pearl of spiritual expression, 1 '"’ 
has said, ‘Hasten to (perform) acts of devotion before 
the loss (of opportunity ).* M ™ 

(MulSviya) said, "Nay, nay; you have not the 
purpose of being my guide to any good. 

(If) a thief come secretly into my house, and say to 
me, 1 1 am going to act as watchman/ 

How should 1 believe that thief ? How should a 
thief know of merit acquired and reward hoped for by 
the performance of a good act ? " 

Satan decokes Shi&riya a second time. 

Satan &aid t u I waa firat an angel; ™ I followed with 
(heart and) soul the path of piety. 

I was a confidant of travellers on the road {of 
devotion); I was an intimate of those who dwell hy 
the higher Throne of God r ir ” 
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How should 01 X 0*11 first practice bo dismissed from 
one's heart ? How should one's first love go out of one's 
heart ? 

If in your journeying you. see Rum™ or Khntan + rH 
how should the love of (your) own country leave your 
heart ? 

I also have been one of the Intoxicated hr this 
wine j ™ (I also have been) a lover at His Court, 

They cut my navel with (a prognostication of my) 
love for Him ; t:n they sowed the love of Him in my 
soul. 

I have seen good days from fortune : m ' I have drunk 
the writer of mercy in the Spring, ,m 

Did not the hand of His favour plant me ? ™ Did He 
not raise me from nonexistence ? 

To what an extent have I received kindness from 
Him! I have wandered in the rose-garden of His 
sat lake t ion (with me),™ 

Housed to put the baud of mercy upon my head ; He 
opened the eyes of (His) favour upon me. 1 ** 

Who found me milk in the time of my infancy ? twa 
Who nocked my cradle ? He. 

From whom did I drink milk, except (It was) His 
milk ? Who cherished me except His measures ? 

The temperament which enters into the being of 
people with die milk (imbibed),—how can it ever be 
dispelled ^from them ? 

Although the Sea of Beneficence’ 1 ^ has given forth 
a rebuke, how should the doors of Beneficence be 
closed? 1 ** 
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Favour. liberality, and munificence constitute the 
fundamental nature of His min; (His) wrath, ns regards 
it, is (only) like a touch of alloy ™ 

He created the world for the sake of showing kind¬ 
ness; His Sun cheriEhed (its) motra, w 

Although separation (from Him ) is pregnant with Hie 
Wrath/** it b for the sake of (our) knowing the value of 
union with Hi in j— 

Time separation from flint may chastise the soul, and 
the soul may (then) know the value of the days of union. 

The Pmphet has said that God has said, 'My purpose 
in creating was (to show) beneficence : 

T created in order that (my creatures) might derive 
some profit from m»: ,w that they might smear their 
hands with my honey. 

(I did) not (create them) in order to derive any profit, 
or, to tear off a robe from a naked being / im 

For the few dojis since which He drove me from before 
(Him) my eyes have remained (fired) upon His beautiful 
face: 1511 — 

Wondering at such wrath from such a face,—(wrath), 
the cause (of which) every one is engaged in considering. 

I (indeed) do not consider causes, since they are 
non-eternal, and the non-eternal can occasion (only) 
something non-etemal/* 1 * 

I gaze (only) at His antecedent kindness (and mercy}, 
and 1 tear in two all that which is non-eternal. 

Take it that my refusal to prostrate myself was from 
envy; this envy arose from love (of Qod), not from 
obstinate determination to deny.™ 
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All envy assuredly arises from love; (it is through 
seeing) another become the companion of (one 1 a) 
beloved* 1 - 51 

Jealousy is a necessary attendant upon Iove, ULS even 
as saying 1 Live long 1 1 (comes) filter sneezing/''' 

Since on His hoard there was no play but this* (and) 
He said “Flay! 1 how could 1 make any difference? wr 

L played that one play which there was (lor me), (and 
bo) cast myself into calamity* 

Even in calamity I taste the delights of Him, I am 
checkmated by Him, I am checkmated by Him, by 
Him I lsla 

How can anyone, O excellent (man)* in the eLx 
sides 1 ' 151 extricate himself from the point of the six 
valleys ? 

How can the partial six escape from the Universal 
SixT 3 " 11 especiallv when the Inscrutable places it 
awry? 1 " 

i * Whoever is in the six is in the lire, He (only) can 
deli ver him Who is the Creator of the six./" 71 

Whether indeed there be disbelief; or whether there 
be the Faith/** it is ilm t which the hand of (His) 
Majesty has woven, and is fib.' 1 l " sS 

Mit*uvirja again s-peakx with Satan r the aeeursetL 

The Kuler said to him, “These (representations) are 
tme, but your part in (all) these is lacking. 9 * 

You have misled hundreds of thousands like 
me. 14 * Yott have worked a hole and got into the 
treasury. 
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You are fire and naphtha, (hence) you cannot help 
burning. Who is there whoso garments are not torn 
to pieces at your hands ? 

Since it is your nature. 0 fire, to burn, you cannot 
help burning something. 

(The effect of) God’s curse ie to make you bum 
(things, and) to make you the master of (all) thieves. 

You have conversed face to face with God. What 
am I before your cmft, 0 enemy ? 

Your (display of) knowledge (ie) like the sound of 
whistling: it is {like) the notes of birds, but (it is) a 
snarer of birds. 1 '* 

That (whistling) has misled hundreds of thousands 
Of birds, each bird being deluded (into tho idea) that 
an acquaintance baa approached. 

When (the bird) hoars in the air the sound of the 
whistling, it flies down ,H| from the air, (and) becomes 
captive here. 1 ■' ,1 

Through your cruft the people of Nosh lamented: 
their hearts (were) burnt, and their bosoms were torn. 1 ' 51 

Yon destroyed the tribe of 'Ad in the world: you 

caused them to suffer punishment and tribulation. 

Through you was the stoning of the people of Lot: 
through yon were they plunged into the black water. 1131 

Through you was the brain of Nimrod disiute- 
grated—«*• Q yon who have raised thousands of dis¬ 
turbances. 

Through yon was the intellect of the acute and 
intelligent Pharaoh blinded, (so that) he could have 
no (proper) knowledge (of things). 1 ’*' 
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Abfl Lahnb 3 ** 1 also became an unworthy person 
through yon ; A bn l-Hikam also became an Abfl 
Jahl lwi through you. 

0 you, who on this chess-board *** as a memorial, 
have check-mated 1111 a hundred thousand masters (of 
the game)! 

0 you through whose difficult moves hearts have 
been burnt —your heart being black and merciless ! 

Yon are a sea of crafl + arid the people are (but) a 
drop. You are like a mountain. And these simple 
creatures are (hut) a mote. 

Who can escape your croft* litigious one? We arc 
(all) drowned in the flood except him tefto is guarded 
Q>y God).'™ 

Many a star of auspidousne&s has been burnt 
through yon; many an anny and gathering have been 
dispersed by you. 1 " 

Satan Speaks again to Nu'&viya —May God most 
High he pleased with him l 

Satan said to him, 41 Untie this knot; ^ 1 am a 
touchstone to test the false coin and the true. 1114 

God has made me the test of the lion and the dog; IMi 
God lias made me the test of the true coin and the false. 

When have I blackened the face of the false coin ? 

T am an expert in money, I have (simply) appraised it. 

1 give guidance to the good; 11 * 1 1 extirpate the dry 
branches. 

For what purpose la it that 1 lay up these different 
kinds of provender? 3 ^ (It is) in order that it may 
become clear of what species the animal is. 
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When a well bear* young from an antelope,—(if) 
there is any doubt as to whether the young's nature 
is that of wolf or antelope,— 

Scatter hay and bones before it, (and see) to which 
side it quickly moves. 

If it come towards the bones it Is (of the) dog 
(genus); but if it desire the hay it is assuredly of 
the antelope stock, 

Wrath and kindness have been wedded together, 
(and) from these two the world of good and evil has 
been born. 1 " 43 

Present Lay and bones : EMi< present the food of the 
spirit, and the food of the carnal soul. 

If ho seek the food for the carnal soul he is ivortli- 
kss; and If he seek the food for the spirit he is high 
in spiritual rank. 

If he sene the body he is an ass ; but il he enter 
the sea of spirit he will find a pearL luo 

Although these two—good and evil—are different, 
yet these two are (engaged) in one work. 3 '’ 1 

The prophets present acta of piety ; the unbelievers 3,11 
present acts of sensuality. 

How can I make the good man bud ? I am not God. 
I am one who invites (men to act) j I am not their 
creator, 1 *" 

! Can) I make the ugly beautiful ? I am not the 
Lord, I am a minor to the beautiful and the 

UglyJ- 

A Hindu m annoyance burnt a mirror, salving that 
it showed men as black-faced. 
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The minor said, 4 The fault was not min e ; attribute 
the fault to him who polished my face. 

He made me an informer and a teller of truth, so that I 
might tell where are the ugly, and where the beautiful/™" 

I am a witness: how should prison be for a witness ? I 
am not deserving of prison : God is (my) witness (to this). 

Wherever I see a fruitful tree, I foster it like a nurse. 1 ' 

Wherever I see a bitter and dry tree, I cut it down, 
in order that musk may be delivered (and distinguished) 
from manure/^ 

The dry (tree) says to the gardener, ‘Why without 
offence (of mine) do you out off my head, young man ?" 

The gardener says, 'Silence (tree of) ill mature! 
Is not your dryness sufficient offence in yon ? T 

The dry (tree) says. 1 1 am straight, I am not crooked. 
Why without Bm (of mine) do you hamstring me ? * 

The gardener say*, c If you had been (one of the) 
blessed, would you trerc crooked, provided you were 
fresh, (as you would be)/ 8 * 

Ton would have drawn to yourself the Water of Life; 
you would have bsm bathed in the Water of Life/"" 

Tour germ and root were bad p and you have not 
been grafted on to an excellent tree/* 

If a bitter branch be grafted on to a sweet ( brunch), 
that sweetness will have an effect upon its nature/” 

Mu*&viya she test xcrmtij towards Satan. 1 ™ 1 

The Ruler (Mti'flviya) said p li Do not advance (vain) 
pleas, highway-rubber;you have no way to me, 
(therefore) seek no way/* 
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You are a highwayman and l am a stranger, a 
merchanthow should 1 buy any garments which you 
bring me ? l " A 

Do not prowl round my goods in your impiety and 
unbelief; yon are not a buyer of any one's goods. 1 

A highwayman is not & buyer from anyone, anti if he 
appear a buyer, it is (only) craft and deceit. 

Oh, what has this envicr in his cup? 0 God, help 
us against this enemy ! , ‘* t 

If be breathe one more chapter (of sorcery) upon me, 
this highwayman will tear from me the garment (of my 
Faith). 1 * 


Mu‘atiya—Maij God be pleeiaed with him l—tnmjdains to 
God, moet Sigh, of the craft of Satan, the accursed, 
and offiir for help'"' 

These words of him are like smoke, 0 God ; help me, 
or else my garment will be blackened. 1 "' 4 

I cannot cope in argument with Satan, for Ilc is the 
misleadcr of all, noble and mean. 
r Adam, who was the object of (the words), 1 tie taught 

(him) the names, ,l ** had no power against the li ghtning- 

like attack of this dog, 14 ' 1 

He cast him from paradise on to the earth; like a 
fish was (Adam) drawn from Siinfik 15,1 into his net. 

They lamented, saying, 1 Ferity to# hare irron^d 
(vurtdvw), m There is no limit to (Satan's) fraud and 
deceit.' 

In his every word there is wickedness; countless 
incantations are uuraed in his mind. 
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By bis spalls he weakens in u moment [he manliness 
oi men. He kindles lust in man and woman* 

0 Satan, burner of the people and fomcnler of troubles! 
for what reason did you wake me ? Tell the truth/' LC4 

Satan ay a in thoics his detail. 

He said, " Every naan who is suspicious would not 
hear the truth in spite of a hundred indications, 

Every heart which has become suspicious* — when you 
adduce proof, its suspicion is increased. 

When words reach Mm they become a means (of 
supporting his own views): the championV“*sword 
becomes an instrument for the thief/'’" 4 

Therefore the answer to him is silence and quietness: 
it is insanity to speak with a fool. 

Why do you complain to God of me, simple man? 
Complain of the wickedness of that ignoble carnal soul 
(of yours), 

lou eat 'balvft, 1 (and then) you are troubled by pus¬ 
tules; fever seizes you, (and) your health is disturbed. 1 '" 

^ott curse Satan without sin on his part. How (is 
it that) yon do not sec the deceit (is) from yourself ? 

It is not from Satan* (but) from yourself, misguided man* 
that like a fos you fly towards the fat-tailed sheep* 1 " 1 

\\ heu yon see the fabtailed sheep in the meadow, 
H is a snare; ,pl why do you not know this? 

You do not know for the reason that (your) inclina¬ 
tion towards the sensual pleasures Ltwi has alienated 
you from knowledge (and) has blinded the eyes of 
your intellect. 
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Your lore 0/ things blinds yon and mokes you deaf: 
your blackened carFinl soul has sinned; do not fcc 

Utvjiousr 1 

Do not attribute the sin to me: see ii u perversely. I 
am disgusted with, evil an d with covetousness and enmity. 

I committed an evil deed (and) I am still repentant ; 
I am wailing for my night to turn to day. 1 '" 

I have become suspected and accused by the people : 
all men and women attribute their own acts to me. 

The hapless wolf although he he hungry, is suspected 
and accused of being in Bonrialimg circumstances. 

Wlieii 1 from weakness, he cannot walk, the people 
ear he has indigestion from fab rich food,” ^ 

Mu'dnyfi again urges Satan, 

Mu^viya said, "Naught but truth will save von 
(from me?: justice calls you towards truth. 

Speak truth, in order that you may escape from my 
hands : craft will not lay the dust of my warfare with 
you).” 

(Satan) said, “How do yon know, 0 suspicious man 
Ini] of anxious thought s h what are Lies and what is 
truth? 15 

He answered, <K The Prophet has given an indication; 
he has set np a touchstone for the base coin and the true. 

He has said. 1 Lying is (the cause of) misgiving in 
(men's) hearts;' he has said, 'Truth is (the cause of) 
serenity induced by pleasant emotion,' 

From lying words the heart ha> no (sense of) repcse: 
water and oil kindle no light at alL E ^ 
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There is repose a! heart from truthful speech: truths 
are the grain of the snare of the heart ™ 

The heart must surely be sick (and) have lost its 
taste^ when it distinguishes net between the savour of 
this and thaW 1 ** 

When the heart becomes free from pain and sickness, 
it knows the savour of falsehood and truth. 

Since Adam’s covetousness of the wheat was great, 
it robbed the hear! of Adam of health. 

Thus, he listened to your lies and cajolery: he 
became deluded, and drank deadly poison. 

At that moment he knew not scorpion from wheat 1 
discrimination flies from him who is drunk with 
desire. 

The people are drunk with desire and concupiscence* 
and hence they accept your deceit. 

Whoever disaccustoms himself to concupiscence, 
makes Ids heart acquainted with secrets." im 

A Canon Judge mmpilains of the misery of judge- 
ship, and the Deputy-Judge ansieers him . 

They appointed a (man) Canon -Judge, find he wept. 
The Deputy-Judge said, " 0 Judge, from what is (your) 
weeping ? 

This is not a time for weeping and complaint on 
your part’ It is a time for gladness and congratula¬ 
tion/ r 

The Judge said, “Alas! how can a cautious man 
give judgment,—an ignorant man between two who 
know? 
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Those two adversaries are acquainted with their own 
case; what does the poor Judge know of those two 
complications ? I#> 

He is ignorant and unaware of their affair ■ how can 
he Interfere in their lives and property ? ” 

(The Deputy) said, a The adversaries know (their 
affair), hut they am biased; hJl you are ignorant (of 
it), but you are the light of the faithful community; tBW 

Because you have no interested motive in view, (and) 
that freedom (from motive) is light to the eyes. 

But their eelfduterest blinds those two who know: 
self-interest buries the knowledge they have. 

Disinterestedness turns ignorance into knowledge; 
self-interest tears up knowledge from the heart. 

So long as you take not bribes you have sight (and 
discernment); (but) when you are covetous you are 
blind and a slave /* im 

"I have withdrawn my nature from carnal desire: 
I have eaten not luscious morsels/ 6 * 1 

(Hence) the tan tor, my heart, has become free and 
dear: it can verily distuigui&k truth from falsehood/ 1 

Mu L AGt{^! maizes Satan ©on/m. 

"Why (then) did you awaken me? you, 0 impostor, 
are the enemy of awakeninent/^ 

You are like the poppy, you induce nothing but 
sleep/™ You are like wine, you l*ear away intellect 
and knowledge* 

I have fixed you; EW * come, speak the truth. I 
recognise what is true; seek no wiles. 
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From every one I look for that of which lie (must) be 
by character and temperament the author,^ 

I look not for the properties of sugar from vinegar; 
nor from an effeminate person do I look for military 
virtues. 

I do not as a pagan expect from an idol that it be 
God, or a sign from God. 1 ** 

I do not seek the scent of musk from ordure; 1 do 
not seek a dry brick in the water of a stream. 

I expect not from iSatun—since he is alien (to such 
procedure)—that he awaken me to (a) good (purpose)/ 1 

Sflfan tdl& Mu'Gmya truly hi tf secret idm. 

(Satan), with painful effort and reluctance,** 1 said to 
him, u Know, 0 you, that I awakened yon to the 
end 

That yon might be with the congregation, (and follow) 
bi the prayers after the Prophet whose state is exalted. 

If the appointed time for prayers had passed and 
escaped you, llw this world would have become dark to 
you, devoid of light 1 '" 3 

Through disappointment 1 * 4 and pain tears would 
have flowed from your two eyes as from water vessels. 3 "" 

Every one has pleasure in some particular act of 
piety, (and) ha necessarily cannot refrain a moment 
from it 

[Rut) that disappointment and pain would have been 
(as) a hundred prayers;—how [indeed) can prayer and 
the fire of that humble and regretful attitude (before 
God) ™ be compared ? 31 
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The mtue of the regret of a sincere (urorshipperi for 
the loss of prayer with the congregation. 

A certain person was going into the mosque: the 
people (at that moment) w ora coming out of Lhe mosque. 

He questioned (them), saying, “What is the matter 
with the congregation that they are leaving the mosque 
(so) soon? lP 

One of them said to him r “The Prophet has said the 
prayers ivith the congregation, and has j finished his 
communings (with God). 10 * 

Why are yon entering. 0 silly man, when the 
Prophet has given the blessing ?” 

He said, 41 Ah! ” and dark clouds issued from that sigk 
his sigh gave out the scent of blood from his heart, 1 ** 

A certain one of the assembly said. “Give me that 
sigh, and (lei) those prayers of mine (he) yours.' 1 

He answered P “I give you lhe sigh and accept the 
prayers*" 1 ' The other took that sigh with extreme 
eagerness . m> ' 

At night, in sleep, a voice from Heaven said 
to Mm, “Yoiijhflve bought the Water of Lif^ and 
spiritual restoration, 1131 

i In) honour uf this choice and Lhia mode of conduct 5tlJ 
(of yours) the prayers of all the people have been 
accepted/* 

The conclusion of Satan's confession of his deceit 
to Mu'&viya, 

Then Satan said to him 1 41 0 lord of justice, one must 
shew forth one's deceit, 

q 
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If your prayers had been lost at that time, you would 
through pain of heart have poured forth sighs xmd 
lamentations. 

That grief, those lamentations, and that regret would 
have excelled two hundred “sikrs ,t mi and prayers, 

I awakened you through fear that such a sigh might 
burn (your) veil 1111 

{I awakened you) in order that such a sigh might 
not be yours; that to such {a sigh) you might not 
have a way. 

I am an envicr; I acted so through envy. 1 am an 
enemy ; my work is deceit and enmity/ p 


Mudmyu antic#r* Satan after acknmdedging {the truth 
of} hi# word* and accepting them, 

(Mu'ftvfya) said, l+ Now you have spoken the truth, 
you are (now) truthful; 

Such (purpose) may come from you, yon are fitted 
for it. 

You are a spider, flies are your prey ; im I um not 
a fly, 0 dog! do not trouble yourself. 

1 am a white falcon; the King hunts me. How 
should a spider try to ensnare me ? im 

Come now 1 go and take flies as far as you can ; 
invite the flics to some buttermilk 

And if you invite to honey, it is assuredly also lies 
and buttermilk Im 

You awoke mu, (but that waking) was sleep; yon 
shewed (mu) a vessel, hut it was a whirlpool. 
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You invited me to a good thing, in order that you 
might drive me away from a greater good. 1 

,-t thief escapes through the calling out of u certain 
person to the muster of a house \eha had come near 
to reaching and seizing (he thief. 

Such pnjeedure is seen in the slory of the person 
who saw a ihtgf in (his) house. |,|J and ran after him. 

He ran a certain distance 1Mu after him, until the 
fatigue threw him into a perspiration. 

When by a violent effort he got (so) near him that 
he might spring upon and reach him, 1 " 

Another thief cried out to him, “Come, that you 
may see these indications of calamity ! 

Be quick, and turn back, 0 apt and ready man, in 
order that you may see the state of affairs here, (bow j 
most wretched (it Ls). rt 

(The man) said to (himself), " It may be that there 
is a thief on that side; if I do not return quickly. I 
shall suffer for it."" 

He may make an attack upon my wife and child. 
How should the binding of this thief i I am pursuing) 
procure me any advantage ? 

This MnsulmRu calls me in kindness. If I do not 
quickly return I shall repent (it). 

Depending upon the kind feeling u£ that friend, he 
left the thief (and) returned from the road (he was 
fallowing). 

He said, “0 good friend, what is the matter? 1 "’ 
By whom 1 ”* are these lamentations and cries of yours 
caused ? ” 
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He answered, <l Behold ! see (here) the trucks of the 
thief's feet! The -rascally thief h m passed this 
way. 

Behold the tracks of the rascally thiefs feet! Follow 
him by these marks and tracks/' 

He said. is O fool, what are you saying to me ? Why, 
I had (practically) taken him 3 

Through your cries 1 left the thief. I thought you, 
who are an ilss, a human being. 

"What rubbish is this, what nonsense, 0 you, 
whoever you are? I liod found the reality. What 
an? tracks? "' m 

He responded, 11 1 give you indications of the 
reality: these are indications; I am acquainted with 
the reality" IBt 

The man said, 11 You are an impudent impostor or 
a fool* or rather, you are an (accomplice) thief, and 
aware of this matter/ 11 

I should (in a moment) have been dragging my enemy 
along (with me)/”' (and) you caused bim to escape, 
on the strength of their being tracks (of him here). 11 ,irt 

Speak, you, of ways and means (for yourself); IMl> 
(for) I (indeed) am outside of ways and means. In 
Union what arc signs or demonstrations? 

The man who is enveiled sees (only) the work of 
God as from the Attributes; *“ l that person whom the 
essence lias escaped is restricted to attributes. 

Since those who arc united with Gael are immersed 
in (Hia) Essence, my son, how should they look at His 
Attributes ? 
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When your head is at the bottom of the stream, bow 
should your glume fall upon the colour of the water? m * 

Rut il you come back from the bottom (of the stream) 
to the colour of the water, then you take a piece of 
coarse woollen doth and give silk iu exchange) Z 1 ** 1 

The devotion of the commonalty ■£ sin in the select; 
consider the Union of the commonalty as a veil to the 
special™ 

Story of the Fiipr ichom the King dismissed from otffce 
and mad& Cwsor-Inspector . |BU 

(If) a King make n Vnzir Mii^taaib, the King is his 
enemy, not (hie) friend, J!PW 

That VazTr must indeed have committed a fault: a 
change (in condition) cannot possibly be without 
caused 

He who has been a Mnlitasib from the Erst,— ? thst 
(office) has been indeed from the beginning good 
fortune and provision to him. 

But he who at first was the King's VazTr*—some enl 
net (on his part) has been the cause of making him 
Muhtaaib. 

When the King has called you before (Him) from 
the threshold,and has again driven yon bank to the 
threshold, 

Know, you, for certain that you have committed a 
Bln, (though), in your ignorance and folly, you adduce 
predestination fas the cause), 

And sny, " Tills was my provision and lot.—(But if 
50,1 then, why had yon yesterday that good fortune m 
liand ? ww 
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You yourself through your ignorance and felly have 
cut abort your lot. The worthy man (on the contrary i 
increase* bis lot. 

xSforiy of the religious Hypocrite * ,w * and of their building 
the Motque of OppMWMl . ai1 

It is fitting that yon hear from the account in the 
Qur’sln another narrative in illustration of perversity. 

Such cheating play 1 ”* m odd and even 1 ™ did the 
Hypocrites resort to against the Prophet. 

They said, “ For the honour of Ahmad's religion Jet 
ns build a mosque”; but it was envy (by which they 
were instigated). tMJ 

To such cheating play did they resort: they built a 
mosque other than his mosque. 

They constructed its floor and roof and dome in 
excellent style, but they wished (to effect) disunion 
among the congregation (of the Faithful), 

They approached the Prophet with soft words and 
entreaty ; they knelt like camels before him. 

They said, ” 0 Prophet of God, as a kindness, take 
the trouble to walk to that mosque. 

It is a mosque for muddy and cloudy days;it is a 
mosque for days of necessity, (and) tiiuefl of want; m ' 

That any poor stranger may receive kindness and 
find room there, and that this mosque (of Qnh;v may bo 
(thus rendered.) sufficient (for the calls upon it); 

That the rites of religion may be (carried out) 
abundantly and fully; for (even) a pleasant business 
is embittered by rain- 1 *” 
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Honour that place for ft short time; show U9 to have 
done well, and give ft good account of us (to your 
people). 

Estend your kind ness to the mosque and to its 
founders: you are a (resplendent) moon, mnd) we are 
(dark) night ; —be with us and endure us for a 
moment; 

In order that the night through your beftuty may 
become like day, 0 you whose beauty is a soul-illumin¬ 
ing sun.” 

Aka! would those words had been from their hearts! 
eo that the desire of those people might have been 
gratified. 

Kindness expressed, when unaccompanied by heart 
and soul,'" 5 is like plants growing on a dust-heap, 1 '" 
0 (iny) friends. 

Look at them only from afar, and pass on ; they’ are 
not fit to be eaten or smelt, (my) son. 

Beware of being attracted by the kindness 1 * 1 of those 
who keep not faith, for—hear well (my words),—it is a 
ruined bridge. 

If an iguorant, foolish man put his foot upon that 
bridge, it will break, and it will break that foot of his. 

"Wherever an army is defeated, it ie through two or 
three feeble and effeminate persona. 

He cornea armed to the ranks like a man; (all the 
army! set their hearts upon him, and say, “ Here is ft 
choice cotnpaniotJ*' 1 lt!J 

When he NV wounds he turns bis £ace (in Eight); 
and his going breaks your buck. 31 '' 
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This la (a) lengthy (subject); it will be too wide (if I 
pursue it), and that which was my purpose is being lost 
sight of.- 1 * 1 


The Hypocrites (try to) beyuile (he Proph —On him be 
pweb—in order to take him to the Mosque of Oppo¬ 
sition. 

(The Hypocrites) spoke crafty and persuasive words 
to the Prophet of God; they poured forth words of 
deceit and fraud, ,M 

The kind and merciful Prophet did nothing hut's mile 
and say " Yes. 1 

He expressed thanks to that company; he rejoiced 
the messengers 1 * ' by acquiescence- 

Their deceit stood out distinctly iK * before him, in 
the (same) way as a hair (does) in milk. 

Thai courteous man LIM made as if he did not 
see the hair; 11 " that benign being 1M! applauded the 
milk. 1 ** 

(He saw) countless hairs of craft and deceit, and at 
the same time shut bis eyes to them all. 

That sea of kindness has truly said, 4< I am kinder to 
you than you (are to yourselves), 

I I'amj seated at the side of a firo h —a (fire) with most 
abhorrent blaze and flame ; 

You (are) rushing in that direction like moths, whilst 
both my hands arc (acting ns) moth-flaps/ 1 |fta 

When the Prophet had decided to set out (for the 
mosque), the jealousy of God crier! out, i+ Hear not 
(words) from a ghul; 1K+ 
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For these malignant people have need craft and 
deceit; that which they have reported is all an inversion 
(of the real facta). 

Their design has been nothing but infamy. When 
has a Christian or a Jew sought the welfare of the 
Religion ? 

They have built a mosque upon the bridge over hell ; 
they have played the hade gammon of deceit with God, 

Their design is to effect a division among the 
Prophet's Companions : how should any presumptuous 
meddler understand the favour of God ? L ‘ J 

i This have they done too) in order to bring an 
unbeliever 1 *" from Syria,—one with whose exhortations 
the unbelievers are intoxicated/ 1 

The Prophet said (to the envoy*), ifc Yes, (1 will go); 
but (now) we are thinking of setting out, and are 
resolved upon a military expedition. 

When I return from this expedition,, f will immedi¬ 
ately go to that mosque. 

He put them off with words, and hastened on his 
expedition —With cheats he played a cheating game of 
backgammon, 

When he came (back) from the expedition, they 
returned ; they held on to Llie promise he had given/ w ' 

God said to him, M Q Prophet, declare openly (their) 
perfidy, anil if war is to he, Bay, 1 Let it be/ S| 

Muhammad said, M 0 perfidious people, be silent! im 
Be silent, lest I declare your secret thought® and 
designs! Tl 
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When he had set forth a few tokens of their secret 
thoughts and designs, their affair was in evil plight. 

The envoys then returned from Ms presence, saying, 
M God forbid! God forbid! 11 L|TP 

Every Hypocrite perfidiously brought a Qnr'fln 
nnefor Me arm to the Prophet, 

In order to (take) oaths, for fl Oath* ar* a thidd” 
and (to take) oaib is the practice of the perverse. L r 

Since the perverse man is not faithful to his obliga¬ 
tions m religion, he will (not scruple to) break an oath 
every moment 

There is no need of oath for the upright, because 
they have two illumined eyes/*' 1 

The breaking of agreements and covenants is from 
lack of intelligence. The keeping of oaths and Mih- 
fulne^s to obligations is the conduct of the pious man 
who shuns evih 

The Prophet said to the Hypocrites, M Shall I take 
your oath to be true, or the oath of God ? TP "* 

Then (those) people, with the Qur an in their hands, 
mid the seal of fasting on their lips, repeated their 
oath. 

Saving, "By the truth of this pure and true Word 
(of God), 1 * 1 the building of the mosque was for the sake 
of God! 

In It there is no trick or machination; in it there is 
the commemoration of God p s Karnes, sincerity {i>f 
devotion), and humble invocation of the Lord/' lth '* 

I he Prophet fenicJ. "The words of God reach my cars 
like a voice. 
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God lifts put si seal upon your ears, so that they 
cannot catch His words. 1 

Behold [ the words of God come to me clearly: they 
are strained out for me m the pure (liquid) is from 
the dregs. lri 

(I Lear them) even ns Moses heard from the tree the 
voice of God p tsaying s 1 0 blessed in fortune! p 

(Even ns) he heard from the free the words ,* I, verily, 
am God* UI *—with which words (divine) Lights were 
manifested.” L ~' 

Since (the Hypocrites) were helpless before the Light 
of Inspiration, they again took oaths anew. 

Since God calls an oath a shield* 11 * 1 —how should 
the contentious man lay a shield aside ? 

Again die Prophet with open contradiction said to 
them clearly and luridly, “ You have sturdy Usd'* 

One of tftc Companion* wonder s f with disapproval of the 
Prophet, why he did not red (the perfidious dealing 
of the Hypocrites}, 

But the heart of one particular friend of the Prophet 
conceived disapproval of that revoking (of his). ,5HJ 

He a&ki + " The Prophet puts to shame whitediaircd 
and dignified old men like these. 

What has become of generosity, of veiling (of 
offences), (and) of modest feeling? The prophets veil 
hundreds of thousand a of faults." 

(But), immediately again, in his heart, he asked 
forgiveness of God, so that through his objection he 
might not come to shame. 1 ™ 
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J lie iU-Gmoiiedn^ss of friendly feeling for the 
Hypocritical made a true believer (for a skirt time) 
morally ugly and rebellious like them. 

Again he humbly supplicated (God), frying, M G 
>nu who know nil secrets, leave me not persistent in 
disbelief/** 

The heart is not under my control as (ia) the seeing 
of (my) eyes, otherwise I would this moment burn my 
heart in anger /' 1 ** 

(Whilst engaged) in this thought sleep overpowered 
him. Their mosque appeared to him (in a dream) full 
of ordure : 

A spoilt and rotten place (did it appear), with its 
stones defiled, (whilst} from its stones arose black 
smoke. 

The smoke got into his throat and made it smart ; 
through terror at the acrid smoke lie sprung up from 
sleep. 

At once he fell upon his face and wept, saying, “ 0 
God these are indications of (their) disbelief/ ^ 

Anger/' 0 God, is better than, such clemency^ as 
separates me from the Light of the Faith/' 

If you examine the efforts of the Insincere, thev are 
slinking coat upon coat/ 1 * like an onion. 

Every one of these (efforts) more without heart and 
substance 5 than the others whilst, of the sincere, every 
(effort) ia more beautiful tkm the rest. 

Those people made the most active preparations 31 *' to 
demolish the mosque of the people of Quba r 
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Like those Master* of i]ie Elephant in Abyssinia 
(who) made a Ka'bn, which God (afterwards < act r>rfc 
fire. 1 ™ 

They formed - designs again*! the Ka'ba through 
revenge ; read from the Word (of God) what happened 
to theroJ*" 

The equipment of the wicked who pretend to belong 
to the Religion is nothing but trickery, artifice and 
contention. 

Even,' Companion saw plainly some occurrence con¬ 
cerning that mosque, so that the secret of ii ]m become 
(a matter of) certain knowledge to them. 

If I should state openly (all) the occurrences one by 
one, 1 then certain knowledge would give twc freedom 
from aiiiiety and misgiving to those who doubt. 

But I fear to disclose their seems, (for) they have a 
high sense of, and are proud of their spiritual dignitv, 
and (this) pride becomes them. 

They received the holy Law without senile imita¬ 
tion ; 13# ' they took that money without (applying) a 
touchstone (to it). 8 **" 

The divine wisdom of the Qur’iln is as a stray (camel) 
of the believer; every person infallibly knows Ids strav 
(camel),- 

The Story of tke person tcho sought his stray eamel mid 
made enquiries trfcouf U. 

(If) you have lost a camel, and sought it actively, how 
should you not know' it is yours when von have found 

it? 
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What te a stray ¥ It is a camel (which) you have 
lost: it has fled from your hand (now thr t) you are 
behind a TOiL™ 

The caravan (people are) engaged in loading, (but) 
your camel (has) gone astray.** 1 

You run feverishly 3011 hither and thither; the caravan 
has gone far, and night is near. 

Leaving (your) baggage on the ground, though the 
road be dangerous/yon run round about* 1 *after the camel. 

You call out, “O believers, who has seen a camel 
which at daybreak escaped out o! a stable ? 

Whoever shall give some indication of my camel, I will 
gi ve him $o many dirams as a reward for the good news. 1 ' 

You seek out indications from every one, (and) every 
mean person, in respect ol this (business), makes a jest 
of you."*' 

One says, Ht I have seen a camel which was going in 
this direction: a red camel guing towards a certain 
pasture-ground/ 1 ™ 

One of them says, 11 It was crop-eared," and another 
says, “ Its hg using was figured* 11 

One says, "The camel was one-eyed/ 1 and another 
says, “It was without hair through the mange/' 

Every mean person for the sake of the reward sets 
forlh at random a hundred indications. 

Perplexity in the midst of opposed seals and systems, and 

ultatniN^ te delitfejwwfl &nd an asylum (from il).*** 

Just !is ? ' every one in the matter of divine know- 
edge*'" describe* the invisible (divine) Being.™ 
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The philosopher explains in one particular way; the 
scholastic theologian* 131 ' contradicts his statements. 

Another* 11 animadverts upon both ol them; and 
another* 11 exerts himself to death in refutation. 

All of them give these indications as to the (divine) 
road for the reason that it may be thought that they are 
of that village*” 13 

Know this for truth that all these (different sectaries) 
sire not right (in their views); neither are these bodies 
altogether astray ; 1611 

Because nothing wrong or false appears without the 
right and true (being in some way connected with it ): 
the fool seeks false coin trusting it is (pure) gold. 

If there were not current coin in the world, how could 
one spend false coins ? 

Until there is truth, how can there be falsehood? 
The falsehood derives its brightness and consideration 
from the truth 

They buy the crooked thinking (they are buying) the 
straight: (when) poison gets into a piece ol sugnr fc 
then they cat it/* 1 * 

If there were not wheat, pleasant as a food/’ 1 * what 
could the wheat-display in g barley-seller gam ? r "" 

Therefore, do not say that all these professions are 
idle and false;" 13 —idle and fake things (pursued) in 
the hope ol the true are snares to the heart.” 11 

Therefore, do not say that all (LhSsj is fancy and error; 
for unless truth were, there would be no fancy in the 
world. 
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The true Night of Power* 31 " is conceded in the (other) 
nights, in order that the soul may examine every night, 

Not all nights, Q youth, are (Nights of) Power; nor 
are nil nights exempt from (being) it. 

Among those who wear the £oqIr T s robe there may he 
one faqlr; examine, and accept him who Is genuine. 

Where is there a shrewd, discriminating true believer 
who may distinguish effeminate people from real men ? * m 

If there were not blemished goods in the world, all 
merchants would he fools.* 1 * 3 

Then the appreciation of goods would be excessively 
easy. When there is nothing faulty what is die differ¬ 
ence between the unworthy and the worthy ? TOt 

And if there is nothing but fault, there is no advantage 
in Intelligence: when there is nothing but (common) 
wood hero, there i& no aloea-wood.**' 

He who says that all are right and true—it is fin) 
folly;and he who says all (are) wrong and false,— 
he is accursed. 

The merchants of the prophets have gained profit ;™the 
merchants of the world™ 7 are unfortunate and wretched. 

That which is really a snake appears wealth in (your) 
eyes ; m rub both your eyes well, (and see it ns it U)* 

Do not look at the joy of this (worldly) commerce 
and profit; look at the lose of Pharaoh and Thamud/ :i:j 

(Oft) examining everything so that the good or 
evd i chick is in ft may he revealed. 

Look reiteratedly at this celestial sphere, for God 
has said, 4i Then (twice more) repeat (^j«r) 
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Do not be? satisfied, as to this roof of light, (with,) one 
glance; (but) look many times, (and then answer My 
question), 'Arc there any flaw* 1 ? T> “ 

Since God has told you to look many times at this 
beautiful roof as a man who seeks faults. 

Then you may know how much looking and dis¬ 
criminating the dark earth requires before you can 
approve of that which is npprovable in h/ iJ 

In order that we may strain the pure from the dregs, 
how much trouble must our intellect bear ! ™ 

The searching trials of winter and autumn, the heat 
of summer, (and) the life-giving spring; 

The winds, and the clouds, and the Lightnings, (are 
all to the end) that (such) visitation* may bring out 
distinctions: *** 

To the end that the humble and lowly earth™ may 
bring out whatever it has in its bosom—ruby or 
(common) stone. 

Whatever this gloomy and morose-looking earth has 
stolen from the Treasury of God and the Sea of 
Generosity,—■** 

(God's) Vicegerent, IIia divine Ordinance, says (to 
the earth), 11 Speak the truth : set forth in minute detail 
that which you have borne away/ 1 

The thief, that is, the earth, replies, “Nothing, 
nothing! ” The Vice-gennt puts it (then) upon the 
mck/*** 

The Yice-gerent sometimes speaks to it with sugar- 
like sweetness;*" sometimes He suspends it, and 
does His worst (to it).™ 

R 
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Until, between severity and kindness, those hidden 
things are brought to light through the fire of fear 
and hope. 

The spring is (as it were) the kindness of the 
Almighty's Vicegerent, and the autumn, the menace 
and intimidation of God. 

And the winter is* metaphorically speaking, a crucifix 
(employed to the end) that ynii may be discovered, 
0 concealed thief**** 1 

So (too), the earnest striver (on the spiritual Path) 
has at one time ease of heart F and at another* depression, 
pain, and anxiety; illU 

Because this water and earth which compose our 
bodies deny and steal die light of (our) souls, 

God, moat High, lays upon our bodies, 0 valiant 
man,** 1 hot and cold* and toil and pain, 

Fear, hunger, and the falling off of possessions and 
health — *** all (theee), in order that the coin of the 
sotd may be brought to light, (and expanded)** 14 * 

These threats and promisee have been given forth*** 
in view of this good and evil which have been mingled 
together™* 

Since they have mingled together right and wrong; 
(and) have poured true coin and false into the leather 
bag-' 

Therefore a chosen touchstone*** is required for litem: 
one experienced in assaying the real natures of things; 

That it may be a discriminator of these frauds; that 
it may be an exemplar by which these pious may be 
measured.™' 
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Give mi ]jv to liim t O mother of Moses* and east \him) 
upon tie water; fear not cabmity.^ 

Whoever has drank that milk in the Day of 
"AUust, 11 ' 5 recognizes that milk even as Moses s did 
that of his mother)^ 

If you are eager for your infant to discriminate, 
Jl suckle (him) M now, 0 mother of Moses; 

Thai he may taste the flavour of his mother's milk, 
land afterwards) not accept the milk of a had nurse/ 


Erpatititin of the maixd of the Story of the 
person who seeks (his) cum el. 

You have lost a camel, O trusty man/' (and) every 
one gives you some indication of the camel. 

You know not where that camel is, hut you know 
that the indications are erroneous. 

And he who hits not lost a camel, through emulation 
seeks a camel like him who has lost (one), 

Ee save, 11 Yes; I abo have lost a camel; I will give 
n reward to whomever finds it/ 

(.This), that he may be partners with you in the 
camel: he plays this trick in desire of the camel. 

He cannot distinguish false indications from true 
ones, hut the words you apeak area support*'" to that 
servile imitator. 

Whatevor you say as to a certain indication’s being 
erroneous, he, in servile imitation of you, says the same. 

When they give you true, or like indications, then you 
have certain knowledge* tpt tchieh there ts no dou&t-" ' 
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Those ! indications) become the restoration of your 
sick soul; they become colour to your face* and health 
and strength (to you«. 

Your eyes become bright, your feet agile your 
body becomes animal soul, 1 ™ and yonr animal soul 
becomes- human eoul** 1 

Then you will say, 11 You have spoken the truth, 
trusty man : these indications have come as a clear 
and evident message.™ 

In them {are) sigus, trustworthy testimonies, and 
positive proofs. This is a diploma of privilege™ and 
the gift of the pre-ordained salvation,” *** 

When he lias given these indications* you will say, 
“Go on before! It is the time for the undertaking; 
you be the leader. 

I will follow you* 0 speaker of truth.: you have given 
some true hints as to my camel ; 104 shew (me) where 
(it hOT 

But to that person who is not the master of a camel, 
(and) who is [engaged) in this search for the camel 
through emulation ;— 

To him no certitude accrues, except by reflexion 
from die true camel-seeker.*™ 

Fn>m the earnestness and fervour of that (true 
seeker) he gets some knowledge that this excitement T" 
of hss is no idle thing. 

Tie has no right to this camel, but he also indeed 
lias lost a caincl/^ 

Desire of the camel of another becomes as a veil to 
him,™ (and ) he forgets that which has been lost to him. 
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Wherever (the true seeker) runs he runs; through 
covetousness he becomes ;ij partner in trouble of the 
(real) owner, 

(But) when a false man accompanies a truthful P 
fiincere one, that falseness of his suddenly turns into 
truth and sincerity. 

In that plain to which the came) had nm, that other 
man ako finds his own eatneL™ 

When he sees it he remembers his own ; he loses 
desire of the camels of friend or kinsman/ N 

When that servile imitator sees his own grazing 
there, he becomes a real seeker of the truth. 

At that moment lie really becomes a seeker nf tho 
camel; he has not sought it (with real and earnest 
investigation) until ho sees it on the plain."'‘ J 

After this he begins to go alone; his eyes have 
become opened to his camel.** 1 

That sincere seeker says to him, “You have left me; 
up to now you paid attention to me"* 1 

He answers, “ Till now I was only a trlfler; and 
through covetousness I paid court (to yon),™ 

(But) now, that in the body I have separated from 
you p (in the soul) I am (really) in sympathy with you 
in the search.”* 7 

I stole the description of the camel from you; but 
when) my son! saw its own, it had no longer any 
covetousness^* 

I was not a seeker of it until I found it; now 
copper lias become vanquished* and gold has prevailed 
over it” 71 
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My sins Have become altogether acts of piety p " — 
thanks (he to God)! Trifling has disappeared, and 
earnestness (has become) established—thanks (be to 
God) l 

Since my sins have become a means of reaching God, 
then cast no reproach upon my sins. 

Your sincere feeling (of the truth) made you a 
seeker ; my earnest efforts and search brought me 
sincere feeling/ " 1 

Your sincere feeling led you to seek ; my seeking 
led me to sincere feeling, 

I was really* solving the seed of good fortune In the 
ground, (but) I thought (at first) my work was (nothing 
butj labour without pay + w 

It was not labour without pay- it was a fine gain: 
for every single grain I sowed a hundred grew, 

A thief, (for instance) * goes secretly towards a 
house; when he enters (it) he sees it is his mm 
bouse , 11 

Be ardent, cold man, that ardour may come {to 
you)™ Put up with hardship, that ease may come 
(to you).** 4 

That (of which we have been speaking) is not two 
camels; it is one camel; (but) expression is limited, 
whilst ideas ** 1 are very full. 

The expression always falls short of the idea; for 
that reason the Prophet has said, +< The tongue become# 
defectin' in power™*** 

Speech is (as) an astrolabe in measuring, ** ; (but) 
how much does it know of the sky and the sun ? ^ 
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Especially (of) a Sky such that this Irma meat is 
(but m) an edge of it; (a Sky suck that this) eum is 
(but) a mnte of Its Sun ? ” 


She wta riiat in crery s$id there is the misleading and 
disturbing factor which there 1013 in the Moaqild 
of Opposition _ 

When it became clear that that was not a mosque ; 
ihai it was a house of deceit, and a snare for catching 
disbelief**'' 

Then the Prophet ordered it to tie razed to the 
ground; and made a receptacle of refuse and ashes*'’’ 1 

The people ol the Mosque were, like the Mosque, 
false i—(if) you scatter grain upon a snare, it is not 
generosity. 

The meat which on your hook is a taker of fish, — 
such a morsel is not beneficence or liberality. 

The mosque of the people of QuM which was an 
inorganic object,—he did not admit that which was 
not its like to association with in*™ 

Such a wrong did not fall upon inorganic substances : 
the lord of justice set fire to that unlike building. 

So in (human) essential natures*”” which are the 
root of rooted 1 —know that between them (too) there 
are differences and divisions. 

The life of one ia not like that of another; nor is 
the death of one like that of another* 

Never think the grave of one (as) like that of 
another. 1 ** (Then) how indeed can [ describe the 
state of the differences of that (other) world ?™ 
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0 you who act, put your Action to the touchstone, 
in order that you may not build the Mosque of the 
people of Opposition/* 

Yon have mocked those builders of the Mosque, but 
when you (carefully) look, (you see^thnt) you yourself 
have been one of them. 

Story of the Indian tr ho quarrelled tilth hi* friend about 

1 an act, not knowing that he alto inrohed in it. 

Four Indians went into a mosque ; they bn wed their 
heads 5 ^ and prostrated them selves* 1 *'for the worship 
of God, 

Each one recited the J *takbTr MIWi> following upon 
a M nlyat" i mt and entered upon prayer with self- 
abatement and (heartfelt , yearning* 

The caller to prayer came, (and) an expression 
escaped one of them: lie said, "0 crier, have yon 
called to prayer ? Is it time? ** 

Another of the Indians said in remonstrance, "See 
now ? you have spoken, and (your) prayer has become 
invalid; 1 

A third Bnid to this second one, u 0 uncle, why do you 
reinsure him? address yourself (cenauringly to that 
effect).** 

The fourth said, t+ Praise be to God that I have not 
fallen into a pit ,lw m those three persons (have done)/* 

So the prayers of all the four were spoilt; (and) die 
censorious were most astray/ 104 

How happy the sou] which secs its own faults! (and) 
whenever any one mentions a fanlt* 1 ^ attributes that 
(fault) to itself/ 544 
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Because half of him is of the sphere of fanltiness, and 
the other half is of the sphere of mystery, 11 - 

When you have ten wounds on your head, you should 
apply salves to yourself. 

To censure oneself is the remedy for the fault. When 
(a person) has become distressed and contrite (at his 
fault) it ie an occasion for (your obeying the precept), 
44 Com mieerale ' 11X97 

(And even} if that same fault may not be yours, do 
not feel secure; perchance that fault may hereafter be 
known and published of you/ 1 * 

You hare not heard from God the words, “Fear 
«ot then why do you think yourself secure and 
happy ? TL1 * 

For years Satan lived with a good reputation : but lie 
became disgraced: see what bis name is ! 1111 

His high station was famous in the universe ; nit (and 
then Ills) fame turned to the contrary; 111 * —alas for him ! 

Until you feel secure do not seek fame:* 111 wash 
your face of fear, (and) then shew (your) face/ 11 * 

Until, dear friend^ your beard grows, do not mock 
another who is beardless/ 114 

Consider this, that Aw soul became afflicted : t1iT that 
Ire fell into a pit to become an admonition to you ; 

(And that) ^>u did not fall to be an admonition to 
him r lie drank poison ; do you eat hi* sugar/ 111 * 

A baud of Oyhuz Turks resolve to Iei7i a man in ojdtr 
that another may he intimidated . 

A hand of bloodthirsty Gghuz Turks 1113 appeared, 
and suddenly attacked a village to get plunder. 
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They found two of the notabilities of the village, 
(smri • hastily prepared to put one of them to death. 

They bound his hands in order to make him a victim ■ 
he said, "0 chiefs and exalted nobles! 

For what reason do you purpose to kill me? Pray, 
ou what account do you thirst for ray blood ? 

What is the wit, what the object of kill lug me, when 
I am so poor and bare? 51 

They replied, " (It is) id order that it may strike awe 
into this friend of yours: that he may be intimidated, 
and produce (his) gold/ 11 

The man rejoined* 11 But he is poorer than L 11 They 
said, il Be makes (it appear so) of set purpose; he lias 
gold." 

The man replied, “Since there is surmise in the 
matter, we am both the same: we are (both) the objects 
of supposition and doubt.”* 

Kill him, do, first, 0 chiefs, that I may be intimidated, 
(and) shew (where) the gold (Ig). 1 ' 

Then see the divine bounty (in the fact) that we have 
come in the latter days (of the world), after all others. 11 ” 

The Jast of the periods is before (all the other) 
periods ;*' n in tins Traditions (we read), “The hi $t are 
the precedent"* 1 * 

In order that the destruction of the people of Noah 
and the people of Bud might display God's mercy to 
onr souls”* 

i God) destroyed thorn, so that we might fear IIim; tlw 
but if indeed it had been to the contrary alas for 
you f IW 
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Exposition of the vtate of the egotistical and those \tho 
are ungrateful for the Messing of the existence of 
the prophets and saints*'** 

Those of them (He destroyed to whom) He had spoken 
of (their) faults and sins; and of (their) stone-like 
hearts and dark condition* 

0 £ i their) slighting His commands. and of (their) 
freedom from anxiety as to His llorrow. 11 ” 

Of (their) being through concupiscence and k>ve of I his 
vile world in subjection,. like women, to the carnal soiil. 

Of * tlieir) fleeing from the maxims of sincere advisers! 
and of (their) aversion to the sight r!l ‘ l of the righteous. 

Their alienation from heart, and masters of heart; i1lL 
their falseness and vulpine cunning towards spiritual 
chiefs- 

Tlieir thinking the contented 3lT2 (covetous) beggars, 
(and) through envy secretly inimical (to them) . ItB 

I! he accept anything from you, you say he is a 
(covetous) beggar ; and if not, you say it ia (from) 
hypocrisy, craft, and simulation of piety. 1114 

If he mix (with people), you say he is covetous; and 
if not, you say ho is inordinately addicted to pride. 

Or else, (with some affectation of belief in him) p yon 
hypocritically make excuses, and say, " I am tied by (the 
necessity of) providing for my wife and children, 

I have neither leisure to scratch my head, nor have I 
strength (left) to engage in religion. 

Do you, 0 chief, 131 * exert your spiritual influence In 
my behalf, "* in order tliat at last I may become one 
of the saints- 11 
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Xor docs he oven utter these words in (heart-felt) 
yearning and ardour; it is as if 3 drowing person 
("half waking for a moment) babbled some nonsense, 
and again went (quite) to sleep. 

(You say hypocritically), l( I cannot avoid providing 
for my family ■ with my utmost effort I earn that which 
is lawful. 1 * 

Lawful do you say 0 lost wretch ? I see nothing 
lawful except the killing of you. 

He can do without God, hut not without food ; he can 
do without religion, but not without the flesh/ 1 *' 

0 you who cannot abstain from the vile world T how 
(is h) you can abstain from God ? flJ> 

0 you who cannot abstain from delights and luxuries, 
how (is it) 3 f ou can abstain from the generous God? 

0 you who cannot abstain from (enjoyments whether 
they bej clean or unclean, how (is it) you can abstain 
from Him Who created you ? 

Vk here is there one like the Friend of God who came 
out of the cave? 13 * who said, iS This u mtj Lard ! Say, 
look to it! where is the Absolute Agent? 11 fUI 

«A saint who shall say), ih I will not look at the two 
worlds/ 81 * until I see whose are these two places of 
assembly/* 

Without the contemplation of the Attributes of God, 
if 1 should eat bread, it would stick in my throat/ 3 * 1 

How ci.mid a morsel digest without the beholding of 
Him ? without the contemplation of Tlia Roses and 
Rose-garden ? ,m 
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How could! anyone bn) an ox or an ass partake for n 
moment of this water and food without (thought of, andJ 
aspi ration after God ? ,|4i 

(Any one, I ask, but) one who is like the beasts, nay 
mors astray (than they); nm though that malodorous 
wretch 19 full of craft. 

His craft becomes overturned, and he himself becomes 
overturned. He passes a short time, and his day (then) 
comes to an end. t[4J 

His crafty brain 7Uk becomes dull, his intellect 
weak; Us life has passed, and like Ji aiif sl9Uy lie has 
nothing. 

His Baying, "I am thinking of rhb,' Mlv is also only 
of the deception of that carnal bouL iUI 

And his saying, He is Forgiving and Compassionate/' 
is nothing but the trickery of the sordid carnal soul/ LlJ 

O you who are dead through trouble because (your) 
hand is empty of bread, what is this fear, when Ho is 
Forgiving and Compassionate ? ,m 

An old man's complaints to a physician of (his) ailments ¥ 
and the physician & ansteer to Aim. 

An old man said to a physician, I am in trouble 
with my brain /" tm 

He answered, M That weakness of brain is from old 
age,” (The old man) added. “My eyes are affected by 
obscurity (of vision)/ 1 ftw 

(The Physician) replied, ''That is from age, 0 
venerable old man. 11 (The old man) continued, 
11 Severe pain affects my back/’ 
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(The physician) said, 4i 0 attenuated old man* (that 
« toe) i 9 fiTjm age. 1 ' (The old man) said, L+ Whatever 
1 eat does not digest" 

(The physician) replied, "Weakness of stomach also 
is from old age.” (The old man) said, "When X 
breathe I have p difficulty of breathing. 11 

(The physician) said, “Yes, there is a failing of 
breath* (and in short) when old age comes on, two 
hundred maladies appear/ 5 

(The old man) exclaimed, "0 fool, yon stick to this 
(only) ! s1 * Have yon learned nothing of medicine but 
this? 

0 foolish man, your intelligence has not given yon 
the knowledge that God hm appointed a remedy for 
every pain. 

Ton* stupid ass, through lack of ability, have remained, 
upon the ground from want of means to rise/* 1141 

Then the physician said to him, U G yon whose age 
is sixty, this wrath and anger are ulso from old 
age. 

Since all the properties and parts have grown weak, 
your self-control and patience hare become enfeebled, 

(A mao of that age) cannot bear two words, he makes 
an outcry at them. He cannot bear one draught, ho 
vomits (alter it)/ 1 

Except perchance the elder nK who is intoxicated with 
God : in whose heart is the felicitous li 

(That person) on the outside is old, but on the inside 
ho is young: tell zoo what thing he is. He is the saint 
or the prophet* 
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If they are not manifest to ths good and the had, 
what is this envy of them in the ignoble ? 13(4 

And if they do not know them (of) certain know¬ 
ledge,"* 1 what is this haired, envy, and enmity? 

But if they knew of die retribution of the Resurrec¬ 
tion Day, how would they cast themselves upon a sharp 
sword ? ™ 

He smiles at yon, but do not be misled by his outer 
look .; 110 a hundred Resurrections are concealed ja his 
heart" 1 * 

Heaven and h$D are entirely his component partg + ]J “ 
He is above everything which yon cau think. 21 ** 

Everything of which you can think is susceptible of 
nunihihitioD ; that which c ann ot, come under thought 
is God 

For what reason then this boldness at the door of 
this house, if you know who is within the boose? ™ 

Fools give honour to the mosque, but strive to injure 
the muster of heart. 1 ’® 

Thu former is (only) an outer symbol, O asses, the 
latter is the reality : there is no mosque except the 
hearts of the Chiefs-" 111 

That mosque which is the heart of the saint is the 
place of prostration of all, (for) God is there. 

Until the heart of the man of God has been pained, 
God has not disgraced the people of any period.* 111 

They purposed waging war against the prophets; 
they saw (that they had) bodies, and thought them) 
men (like themselves)/ 1 * 


272 


THE MASNAVl 


In you are the moral qualities of those ancient 
peoples: lion* (then) is it you do not fear that you will 
be (in) the same (plight)? 

Since all those marks are (found) in you* (and) since 
you are (one) of them, how will you escape ? 

The Story of Jnhl tm and the hoy tcko 
lamenting before his father $ bier. 

A boy was bitterly lanterning and beating Qm) head 
before his father's bier; 

Exclaiming, " 0 father, to what place, pray, are they 
taking you to put yon under the earth ! 

They are taking you to a narrow and wretched fLri 
house T in which there is no carpet or mat 

(In it) neither lamp at night, nor bread in the day ; 
neither scent nor sign of food (in it)* 

Neither is its door in good condition, nor is there 
any way to (its) roof; no neighbour too is there to be 
as an asylum (to you). 

Your eyes which people kissed,—how will they ho 
in a dark and wretched house ? 

A pitiless houses and a narrow place, in which neither 
face remains nor colour " 

In this fashion he was reckoning up the qualities of 
the place, whilst he let fall KFi tears of blood from his 
eyes. 

Johi said to hie father* “0 honoured (father), by 
Allah ! they arc taking him to our house ! ” 

The father said to Jubh 14 Do not be a fool!" Ho 
rejoined, “O father, bear the indications. 
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These indications which he has given one by 
one apply * r without (any) lying or doubt to our 
house, 

lIn it) there is no mflt T nor lamp, nor food; its 
door h not in good condition, nor its court, nor its 
root jm 

In this way the rebellious have a hundred marks 
upon themselves, but how can they see them ? 

The house of dint heart which remains without Light 
from the Rays of the Sun of the divine Majesty 

Is narrow and dark like the unbeliever^ soul, 
1 because it is) destitute of the blissful perception of 
die loving King. 11 ™ 

Neither has the Light of the Stm n%J shone into that 
heart, nor is there openness of area, 11 * 1 nor opening of 
the door/ SM 

The tomb is bettor for yon Lhau such a heart ; iLsl 
arise, I beg you, from the tomb, your heart. 

You are alive, and born of the living, G brisk and 
joyous creature ! are yon not suffocated bv this narrow 
tomb? 11 " 

Yon are the Joseph of (your) time, and the sun of 
the sky; arise from this pit and dungeon, and show 
(your) face/ 11 * 

Your Jonah™ chafes JLW in the fish’s belly;* 1 ’* there 
is no refuge for him but by celebrating the praises 
of God.™ 

If he had not celebrated the praises of God, the fish's 
belly would have become hie place of confinement and 
prison until (the day on which) H They are rtUec V** m 
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Jonah escaped tram the body of the fish by the 
pmining of God-—Whet is the praising of God ? It 
in tlie sign and vestigo ,lW of the Thiy of "Am I not 
(your Lord)?””” 

But if you have forgotten the praise which your soul 
gave,' 3 ” hear the praises which the {divine) Fish 
celebrate.”* 1 

Whoever has seen God is divine; whoever Las seen 
that Ren is a Fish (in It).”“ 

This world ie a sea,”" the body is « fish, and the 
spirit is Jonnh veiled from the Light of the morning 
draught.’ 1 " 

If it praise God it escapes from the fish, but if not, 
it ia absorbed in it nnd disappears 1 "" 

The spiritual Fish are plentiful in this sea;' 1 ” you 
do not see (them, though) they are flying round 
you.”** 

Those Fish are in close connection with yon; open 
(yotir) eyes in order that you may see thorn clearly,”" 1 

If you do not clearly see the Fish, your cura have 
at any rate hoard lheir praise of God 

To Lave patience to bear and abstain ie the soul of 
your praises of God; have patience (therefore), for that 
is true praise of God. ?KJ 

No praise has to lofty a grade (as patience to bear 
and abstain); have patience, for “Patience it the key 
to ease." 

Patience is like the bridge, "Sim;” on the other 
side (is) paradise: ™* with every beautiful one there 
is irn ugly bL&rk slave. 13 " A 
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So long ns you flee from the black slave you cannot 
attain to tin ion, because there is no seps ration between 
the black stave and the beauty. 

How should you know the delight of patience to 
bear and abstain,, G soft and delicate creature ?—- 
especially patience for the sake of that Beauty of 
Chigil?”* 

A man’s delight is in military expeditions for Islam 
and attack and retreat ; 1 ** a sensual match's delight 
ta in sensual pleasures 

Neither his religion nor hiy litany is anything but 
sensual pleasures: bis turn of thought carries him 
down to the lowest stage 

If he be exalted to the sky do not fear him, for he 
hag acquired the knowledge (which may have given him 
high position) for the sake (only) of low gratification. 1 ** 

He urges his horse towards the lowest and worst 
part, although he shaken the bell towards the highest 
and best.™ 

What fear is there of the flags of beggars. 1 * 1 * 5 for 
those flags serve only to fproetire them) a morsel of 
bread ? 

A hoy is in fmr of a certain corpulent person. Hie 
person says to him p M Do not fear me, 0 hoy, for I 
riipi a hermaphrodite” 

A big, corpulent person found a boy alone; the boy 
grew pale fearing the man might design him injury, 

(The man, however}, said., “Be easy in mind, my 
handsome (friend), for you can have the upper hand 
with me. 
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Although lam formidable looking object, know that 
I am a hermaphrodite; mount me as a camel, and drive 
me (as you trill).’ 1 

i With) the form of man but a reality of this nature, 
outwardly a man but inwardly a cursed demon, 17 '' 

Yon who are big as those of the tribe of 'Ad.” 1 ’—you 
resemble a drum which the wind beats with a branch/' 1 ’ 

A fox may give up his prey on account of a drum like 
a leather water-bag full of wind/’ 11 

(But) when be sees no fatness in the drum, he says, 
•* A pig is better than this empty leather bag." 

Foxes are iu awe of the sound of the dram : the wise 
man beats it so much to reduce it to silence” 31 

The Story of an archer and of hie fear of a horseman 
who tea* riding through o treed, 

A horseman armed and most formidable-looking was 
riding through a wood on a noble steed, 

A skilful archer” 1 ’ saw him, (and) then through fear 
of him drew bis bow. 

In order to shoot on arrow. The horseman shouted 
to him, “1 am weak, although my body is big. 

Do not for a moment look at my size, for in the time 
of battle I am less than an old woman.” 

The archer said, “Get on! you did well to apeak 
for otherwise I should in my fear have shot an arrow 1 
at you/ 1 

Thera are mnuy persons whom weapons of war have 
killed (through their holding) such a sword m (their) 
hand without (the support of) manliness.”" 1 
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IE yon asurae the arms of heroes like Rustam,**** 
your life Is lost when you are not fit lor them*** 1 

Use ’your: life as (jour* shield, abandon the eward,™ 
my son ; whoever is without head, saves litis) head 
from title King™ 1 

Your artifice and craft are those amis of yours: ™* 
they both arise from you and they also attack ymt 
life. 

Since you have derived no profit from these artifices, 
abandon artifice, and then felicity will come to you. 1171 

Since yon have enjoyed no fruit from fyour) arts,™ 
bid adieu to your arts, and seek the Lord of favours. 

Since you receive no blesainga from these sciences ,” T ‘ 
make yourself a fool (as to such), and remove yourself 
from that which is inauspicious. 

Like the angels say, 11 We ham no knoid£dge t 0 God f 
except that irhich You ham taught m" m 

Slang of the Bedouin and of his putting sand in a math, 
and of a philosojiherg chiding him. 

A Bedouin had loaded a camel with two big sacks,— 
one, full of grain.”* 5 ' 

He (himself) was seated on the top of both the sacks* 
when a cavilling dealer in fluent words of wisdom™ 
began to ask him questions* 

He asked him about his native country, and led him 
to talk, and in ( the course of) such enquiries he displayed 
great eloquence and learning,” 13 

Alter that he asked him, “ With what are both these 
sacks filled ? tell me the truth of the case r !f 
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He answered, 11 In one of my sacks there is wheat; in 
the other* sand, not the food of men/" 

Ho asked (him), M Why did you load (the camel with) 
this saud? ft He answered, H Xn order that the other 
sack should not be alone." 

He rejoined! p jL Pour half the wheat of that sack into 
die other, like a sensible iiaiui^ 

In order that the sacks may be lightened and the 
camel also relieved.' 1 He exclaimed, iL Excellent! well 
&aid! 0 worthy and noble sage. 

WUbj thought so subtle and judgment so good, ( tits 
strange indeed you are) thus bare, on foot, and wearied ! ” 

Feeling compassion for the sage, the good man re¬ 
solved to mount him upon his camel. 

(Then) again he said to him, “G sweet-spoken sage, 
describe a little also of your own drcumstances. 

(With] such intellect and ability as you have, tell me 
truly are you a Vfi2lr, or a King? ” 

He answered, “ I am neither of these two, I am of the 
commonalty: look at my condition and at my clothes," 

He asked (again), +i How many camels have you? how 
many oxen? Jf He answered, **(l have) neither the 
former nor the latter; do not trouble me with 
questions." 

(The Bedouin) said, “Whftfe goods have you at all 
ivent a in (your) shop?" {The sage) replied, M Where 
have I a shop, and where a place? P1 

He said (again), "Then I will ask you about (your) 
money: how much money (have you) ? for you arc a 
solitary wanderer, and a giver of delightful counsel 
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The alchemy of the copper of the world is with 
yon \ mi the pearl of your intellect and learning Lb 
layer upon Layer.” ™ 

(The sage) exclaimed, u By Allflh„ 0 Arab ftiot in all 
my possessions there is not the means of paying for the 
night's food. 

Bate-footed and naked 1 mn about, Whoever offers 
to give me a loaf,—there I go. 

From (all) this wisdom, learning, and ability, I have 
nothing but empty thoughts and fancies 17v and head¬ 
ache/ 1 

Then the Arab said to him, “ Go far from me, that 
your unluckineBS may not rain* 3 ^ upon me. 

Take away that unlucky wisdom of yours from 
me: your speech is unlucky for the people of the 
time, 

Or go you in that direction, (and) I will hasten in 
this; or* if your road is forwards, I will go back. 

That one of my sacks be (full of) wheat and the other 
of sand is better than these useless devices.™ 

lly foolishness is a most blessed foolishness, because 
mv heart is rich and my soul is pious." ™ 

If you wish that the misery of alienation from God's 
grace be gone from you, strive that wisdom be lost 
to you : 

A wisdom which is bom of one's own nature and 
ideas; a wisdom devoid of the grace of the Light of the 
Majestic God. 

Worldly wisdom ftil is prolific in conjecture and doubt; 
religious wisdom™ bears (you) above the skies. 
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The keen-witted vile raea of these latter daye” u have 
exalted themselves above the people of ancient times,"” 

The learners of craft ““ have tortured themselves (in 
study), and have learnt shams and wiles. wr 

Patience to bear and abetain, the bestowal of gifts, 
self-denial, and liberality they have absolutely aban¬ 
doned, though these {qualities) are the elixir of 
profit. 

Thought is that which opens a way : the way is that 
on which a king comes forth : n< - 

The king m he who is king in himself, and becomes 
not king by treasures and army ; 

So that his kingship remains for ever, like the glory 
of the sovereignty of the Muhammadan religion. 


77te mimdet of Ibrahim pi of Adham by the sea. 

It is related of IbnlhTm son of Adham* 111 that he 
rested on a journey by the sea, 

That spiritual Mug*** was sewing his darriah robe, 
(when) a nobleman suddenly came to the place. 

The nobleman had (formerly) been one of the Shaikh's 
servants ; he recognised him and m once made humble 
obeisance. 

He was bewildered at the Shaikh and at his darmli 
robe, fso) altered had become his manner of life and his 
physical appearance. 

■Tie was bewildered and amazed) that he had aban¬ 
doned bo splendid a sovereignty, and had chosen this 
poverty—a difficult matter indeed to understand. 
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He thought to himself), 11 He loses the sovereignty of 
the seven climes* 1 * 5 * (and) like a beggar plies a needle 
on a darvieh robe. pt 

The Shaikh became aware of his thought: a Shaikh 
is like a lion, (and) hearts are a forest.^ 

He passes through hearts as hope and fear (do); (none 
ofi the secrets of the world are concealed from Mill 

So watch (your) hearts, 0 unprofitable ones, in the 
presence of their Eminences, the masters of heart, 2 "' 

In tho presence of the worldly respect is on the out¬ 
side, for God veils the heart from them/ 3 " 

But) before the masters of heart respect is on the in¬ 
side, because their hearts penetrate into the secrets of 
hearts.™ 

(But) you act in a contrary maimer, (and) for the sake 
of office you come quietly (and respectfully) before the 
blind,™ and sit in the place for leaving shoes,"'' 

But yon behave rudely in tho presence of the dear- 
sighted , 1 through that you have become fuel for the 

fire of sensuality .**“ 

Since yon have not intelligence and the light of 
guidance, go on cleaning and brightening your face in 
honour of the blind. 

And in the presence of the clear-sighted rub im¬ 
purities over your face:*” 1 make yourself engaging in 
so fetid a state. 

The Shaikh suddenly threw his needle into the sea, 
(and then) with a loud voice called for it.”" 3 

i Immediately) hundreds n£ thousands of divine fish,'™ 
each fish having a golden needle in its mouth*"* 
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Raised their Leads from the sea of God T and mid, 
** Take, O Shaikh, the noodles of God/ 1 

(The Shaikh) turned Lis face towards (the nobleman i, 
and said to him, “0 lord, is the sovereignty of the 
heart l3S better, or so mean a sovereignty as that {which 
I had)? 1 * 

This is an outer sign: 1 ^ this is nothing. W ail rh " 
until you get to the inner and see. 

From the garden they bring a branch to the city; ■”* 
how can they bring the gardens (themselves) to 
it ? 

Especially a Garden such that these heavens **“ are 
(only) one leaf of it;—nay, that h the kerneh and this 
world is (only) as (its) shell, 

(If j you are not able to advance to that Garden T seek 
more scent and dispel your cold," 1 " 

In order that that scent may draw you to the Garden; 
that it may shew you the right way/ 1,1 

That it may give sight to your blind eyes; and make 
your heart the summit of Monnt Sinai-™* 

Joseph, the son of Jacob, the prophet, for (the pur¬ 
pose of affording) scent brj said, “Throw (it) upon my 
father's face"™ 

A^mad, in view of this scent, said in (his) preachings, 
iL T7ie luetr* und hrighhie&s of my vyw (is) filiray* 
through prayer." Hrj 

The live senses are joined together with one another, 
because all these five have sprung from one source, 11,1 

The power of one becomes the power of (all) the rest: 
every one becomes the cup-bearer to the rest,”' 
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Seeing by the eyes increases love; love increases the 
energy of flight 

Energy (of sight) awakens every sense, and then a 
blissful perception of God is associated with, the 
senses,"'’ 

The baginning of the enlightenment of the Adept's settees 
by the Light which sees all mysteries ” n 

When ouo sense in its progress throws of! (its) bonds, 
(all) the remaining senses become changed. 1 ”' 

When one sense sees things which are not perceptible 
to the outer sensitive faculties, the hidden and mys¬ 
terious arc made manifest to all the souses. 

When one sheep of the flock springs over a brook, 
then all successively spring over to the same side. 

Drive the sheep of your senses to pasture, and make 
them graze on “ Thepusturaye Re has brought forth ;" ml 

In order that they may graze on hyacinths and sweet 
basil ; that they may find the rose-garden of spiritual 
truths.'** 

Ever}* sense of yours will be an apostle to the senses, 
and will draw (all) (lie senses to paradise. 

Senses will commune with your senses without literal 
expression, tongue, or figurative expression.”* 

For this literal expression is open to interpretations, 
and this doubt is the source of figurative const met ions. 1 ” 1 

(Bui) that truth which is (conveyed) by actual vision 
is not susceptible of any interpretation,"* 

When every sense is the slave of your (spirituali 
sense the celestial spheres cannot escape you,”” 
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When there is any contention as to the proprietorship 
o! the shell,—the shell is. hia to whom the kernel 
belongs*”* 1 

When contents on arises about a stick of straw,—look 
and see to whom the grain belongs. 

Thus the skies are the shell, and spiritual light is the 
kernel, (because) the former is risible, the latter con¬ 
cealed, Do not be disturbed on this account (that I 
speak so of the skies)* 

The body is visible, and the spirit is concealed ; riH * 
the body is like a sleeve, the spirit is like the 
hand 

Again the intellect is more concealed than the spirit 
of life: (jour) intelligence more rapidly apprehends 
the spirit of life. 11 " 

Ton sec a movement, (and) yon know (consequently 
that;’ there is a living being; (hut) this yon do not 
know dull it is a being full of intellect, 

Until weighed and calculated movements are shown, 
and by wisdom (that bring being) turns copper-like 
movements into gold, mi 

From the acts of the hands' being suitably regulated 
(towards some end) you understand that there is 
intellect ft hone). 

The spirit of inspiration is more concealed than the 
intellect, l>ecause it is n mystery s "*' it is from that 
Origin,* 7 " 

The intellect of Ahmad was not concealed from any 
one, but his spirit of prophecy was not understood by 
every soul. 
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But acta fitly directed (to some end) also pertain to 
the spirit of inspiration, (but) the intellect cannot 
understand them, because (that spirit) is too sacred and 

esaltod. 1 ”* 

Sometimes (the intellect I considers it insanity, some¬ 
times (the intellect i is bewildered ; liccause it depends 
upon its becoming it (in order to understand it). 

(Even) as the intellect of Moses was troubled at 
seeing the acta of KLizr, though they were fitly 
regulated (towards a certain on d). 7 ** 

His acts appeared unlit to Moses, because (Moses) was 
not in his condition,’'” 

When the intellect of Moses is helpless as to the 
mysterious, 11 what is the intellect of a mouse, 0 
honoured (friend)?”" 

Servile imitative knowledge is a thing for sale; when 
it finds a customer 1 ”* it glows with satisfaction. 

But God is the customer of true knowledge: its 

market is always brisk and flourishing. 

(The possessor of it) is silent in his commercial 
transactions; customers are unlimited, for “God 
purchases.” mi 

The angels were buyers of Adam s teaching, nor 
demon nor fairy was admitted to his teaching. 

(He was) a teacher as enjoined by the words. “ Adam, 
inform them of die names (of all things): ' an explainer 
in detail of the secrets of God.™' 1 

Such a person as is short-sighted, sunk in incon¬ 
stancy and without stability. 
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T liave called a mouse, because his place is in the 
ground : ** the ground is the mouse's place of living. 

Be knows paths, hut under the ground: he cleaves 
the ground in every direction 

The soul of the mouse is nothing but a gnawer of 
morsels: they give an intellect to the mouse to tlie 
extent of his needs. 

Because without need the All-powerful Lord gives 
nothing to any one. 

If the earth had not been a requisite of the world 
(of mankind), the Lord of the worlds would in no wise 
have created it. 

And if this earth which is in commotion had not been 
iu need of mountains, (God) would not have created 
them in all their majesty. 

And if there had not been also need of the celestial 
spheres, He would not have created the seven skies out 
of non-existence, 

(And) except through need, how would the sun, the 
moon, and these stare have been visibly manifested? 

Hence necessity is the lasso of existent things ”* God 
gives man instruments to the extent of hie necessity. 

Therefore quickly increase your need, 0 you who 
have some need, in order that the Sea of Beneficence 
may boil up in generosity. 

These beggars on the road and every afflicted person 
display their needs to the people: 

(Their) blindness, ftheir) palsy, (their! sickness, and 
pain, in order that men’s compassion may be moved by 
these needs. 
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Does (any oue) say at all, " Give me bread, 0 people, 
because I have property, stores, and food ? 3P 

Got! has not put eyes in tLe mole, because eves are 
not needed by it for (the gaining of) a subsistence.* 1 '* 

It can live without eyes and sight: it is independent 
of cyc-s in the moist earth. 

It comes out of the earth lor nothing but theft; and 
then the Creator will purify it from its theft,™ 

Afterwards it will hud wings and become a bird ; and 
like the angels it will fly towards the sky, 

Every moment in the garden of thanksgiving to God 
it will, like the nightingale, alter a hundred notes : 

Singing, *‘0 You Who have delivered me from an ugly 
quality ! O Yon Who have made a hell paradise 3 11 

You put light in a morsel of £ai w|ft You give hear¬ 
ing, O You Who are independent of all T to a bone.” 11 

What relationship is there between those mental acts 
and body? What relationship is there between the 
comprehension of things and names ? 1111 

The expression is like a nest, and die meaning is a 
bird ; mi the body is a channel* and the Soul is the 
flowing water, 1 *" 

It is a moving thing, and you say it is stationary ; it is 
a thing which runs, and you say k is fixed in one place/ 11 * 

Although you do not see the flowing of the water by 
means of breaks (in it),—what are these sticks ami 
straws every now and again upon it ? mi 

Your sticks and straws are the different forma of 
thoughts every now and again (these) virgin forum 
come on. 
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The face of the water, the stream of the rational 
soul ” ,r In its movements is not without sightly or un¬ 
sightly sticks aiul straws" 1 ' 

Shells on the face of this flowing water rush from the 
fruits of the Mystic Garden," 1 ' 

Seek the kernels of the shells tcithin the water, 
because the water comes from the Garden to the 
chntinel’”” 

If you do not see the flowing of the water of life," ‘ 
luck at this floating along of plants In the stream."-' 

When the water becomes fuller in its flow, the sheds, 
the images, pass along it more rapidly, 1 *’ 3 

When this stream gets to flow extremely rapidly, 
no care (or trouble about anything; rests in the minds 
of the Adepts, 3 *" 

When (the stream) has become extremely full and 
rapid, then there is no room in it for anything but the 
water, 1 “ 

A stranger reproorJiet a Sftatkft, «twf fh# Shaikh # 
disciple nnticcra him, 

A certain person accused a Shaikh, saying that ho 
wag wicked and not on the way of salvation ; 

That he was n wine-drinker, a hypocrite, and a 
depraved man;—how should he be a helper to his 
disciples ? 

One (of the Shaikh’s disciples) said to him, “ Observe 
propriety; so evil a thought of the groat is no small 
(matter). 
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Far from him and from ilia attributes that such a 
foment 1311 should disturb bis purity and holy calm ! 

Do not thus slander people of God, for this is (only) 
your own fancy; change your ideas and feelings. 1317 

It is not (as you say); and if it ware, O groveller * 5 ** 1 
what fear has the Red Sea of any impurity? 

He is not less than the two jara/ 3 ” or a »midl 
reservoir, 11X3 that a drop should be able to impair (his 
purity).™ 3 

The fire is not injurious to Abraham; but anyone 
who is like Nimrod,—say to him, 1 Fear it 1 M 33,1 

Nimrod is the carnal soul (of the carnal man), and 
the Friend (Abraham) is the intellect and spirit (of the 
spiritual man):™ the spirit is possessed of actual 
vision f the carnal soul requires proof and guidance. 

This guidance to the road is for the traveller who at 
every moment is lost in the desert r nH 

Those who have attained to Union have nothing but 
observation and iliumination they are independent 
of guidance aud of the road. 

If the man who has attained to Union speak of some 
guidance, he speaks (of it) for the understanding nf 
those who occupy themselves w&ih discussion and 
controversy.™ 

Fora little child a father makes nonsensical sounds,™* 
though his intellect may be able to measure the world. 

The learning of the master is not debased by his 
saying* The letter ^alLE 1 has nothing. 1 ' "" 

For the teaching of a child of limited speech™ it is 
necessary to put off one's normal mode of speaking. 4 ** 

T 
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It is necessary to adopt his mode of speaking,™* in 
order tbat he may acquire knowledge and art from toil 

So, ill the people are like children to the Phi 
this (hit) is most important to him when he gives 
counsel* 1 " 

(Thedisciple) said (to the irreverent man), "Got do 
not thnT yourself upon a sharp sword ; do not, I warn 
you, contend with a Ring, a Sultan, 

If a auk of water try to vie with the sea, it will tear 
itself up from the root of (its) existence. 

He is not a sea which has any Bhore or limit,—(a sea) 
to he disturbed by the pollutions (you ascribe to him). 

Knoir that impiety has its limit and measure; but 
the Sbikh and the light ol the Shaikh have no 

boundary.’ 1 *“ 

Refers the infinite everything which is finite is 
nothing : everythin!) except the Face of God is transitory. 

(Disbelief and faith do not exist there where (the 
Shaikh because he is the kernel, and those two are 
only odour sntl shell.”" 

The* transitory things are the veil of that Face, like 
a light hidden beneath a basin, 1 **' 

This, the cover, this body, is the roil of that 
mystery : before that mystery this cover, the body, is an 
infideL 1 *" 

Who is the infidel ? He who is ignorant of the Faith 
of the Shaikh.’ 1 *' Who is the dead man? He who is 
iguonnt of the life of the Shaikh. 

Lih is naught but knowledge in the time of trial: 
he v,-bse knowledge is fuller, his life is fuller. 
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Our life Is fuller than the life of the lower animats. 
For what { reason) ? Beovne it has fuller knowledge, 

Henee the life of the angels is fuller than our life, 
because they are free from the common Beu^™ 

But the life of the lords of heart is (still) fuller ; " 41 
discard astonishment! 

For that reason Adam was worshipped by them ; his 
life was fuller than their existence. 

For indeed to command a superior being to worship 
an inferior were not a fit thing. 

How should the justice and goodness of the Omni- 
potent approve of a rose's bowing down before a 
thorn? 

W hen the life has become superabundant, and has 
passed beyond the utmost limit,"" 1 the life of all things 
becomes submissive to it: *"* 

(That of) bird* and fish* and fairy,, and man p^because 
it is exceeding (in all divine hnowkdgaj, and they are 
deficient. 

The fish mate needles for the darri&h robe of him 
possessed of it; the threads follow the needlm” 44 

27ie rem&tnder 0 / the Story 0 f Jbnahiwi the of 
Adham on the eea^hore. 

TVhen that nobleman saw die influence of the Shaikh s 
command p a state of ecstasy came upon him at the 
coming of the fish. 

He said (to himself), 11 Those fish have knowledge 
of the Pira I—Out on him who is rejected from the 
Court' ™ 
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Fish with knowledge of the Fir, and we far (from 
him ) ! We miserably excluded from this felicity, and 
they happy (in it)! ” 

Ho prostrated himself before IbriShlm, and departed 
weeping and desolate; he went mad through love of 
God’s favour vouchsafed (to the Shaikb). 

*' Then, in what are you engaged, you whose face is 
unwashed ? ”* With whom are you hi contention, and 
of whom arc you envious ? 

You are playing with a lion’s tail; you are making a 
raid against the angels. 

Why do you call unalloyed good evil? Beware of 
thinking such abasement exultation 1 

What ia evil ? The needy, base copper,™ Who is 
the Shaikh? Limitless alchemy.™ 

Though copper mav not become * recipient (of good) 
from the alchemy, (still) the alchemy never becomes 
copper through the copper.™* 

What is evil ? It Is a destructive, fiery rebel (.agairet 
God). Who is the Shaikh ? He is water flowing from 
the Sea of Eternity.™ 1 

Fire is always made to fear water. When baa water 
ever feared being set on fire? 

You look for faults on this face of the moon; you 
gather dry sticks in a paTadise. ,,Kl 

If you cuter paradise, 0 seeker of dry sticks, you will 
find no dry sticks there except yourself. 

You cover a sun w ith a piece of clay ; you seek flaws 
in » perfect full moon. 
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A which shines in the world,—how ehould it 

he hidden for the sake of a bat ? M 

Faults are faults by the repudiation of Pits.*" 
Mysteries are mysteries through their jealousy.® 0 

If you are distant (from them) accompany them at 
least with (your) respect; be ready aud active in regret 
(for your alienation); 

In order that a breeze may reach you from that roach 
Why through (your) envy do you shut off the water of 
mercy ? ™ 

Although you are far, still at a distance be concili¬ 
atory : ,J Wherever you be, turn your faze# fin the 

direction of it)™ im 

When an ass through over-haste* 713 falls into the 
readmit moves continuously with the intention of rising. 

It does not make the place level to stay (there); it 
knows that that is not (its) place of living. 

Your understanding has been less than the asa*s under¬ 
standing, for your heart has not risen from this mud. 

You interpret (some passage in the holy Law) as a 
sanction** 1 (for you to remain) in the mud, since you do 
not wish to tear your heart from it. 

And you say, “This is lawful for me ; I am forced by 
necessity. God in Hia kindness will not call a helpless 
person to account 11 

He has indeed called you to account, but like a blind 
hyena you do not in your self-delusion see this calling 
to account, 

(The hunters) say, “The hyena is not in this place; 
seek it outside for it is not in the cave/ 5 m * 
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As they say this they bind it* even aa it is saying to 
itself, “They do not know of me; 

(For) if this enemy knew of me. why should he have 
called out, 1 Where is the hyena ? 1 Tl 

A certain person claims that God mil ite£ call him to 
account for oin, and Shtiaib ****—On Aim he peace! 
—ansicers him, 

A certain person in the time of Shu'aib said* +i God 
lia s seen many a sin from me. 

How many sins and offence* has He seen from mef 
and (yet) in (His) kindness God does not call me to 
account. 

In answer to him God most High through way in¬ 
scrutable spoke lucidly to Shu'aib's ear* 

(Enjoining him to say), “You have said* 1 How many 
ains have I committed 1 and (yet) God in (His) kindness 
has not called me to account for (my) offences/ 

You say the contrary and reverse (of what is tme), 
0 fool! you who have left the road and taken to the 
desert 

How often, how often do I call you to account, anti 
you are unaware of It! You have remained from head 
to foot in chains. 

Your mat, coat upon coat, 0 black pot* has mined 
the face of your heart. 

Bust upon rusL has collected on your heart* so that it 
has become blind to {spiritual) secrets. 

Ii such soot should come into contact with a new pot p 
though it were but n gram the effect of it would show* 
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Because everything m made clear by (ita) opposite: 
upon the white that black ia an undisguised mark of 
diagram 

(But) when the pot has become black, then who can 
henceforth see the effect of [additional) soot on it very soon? 

The blacksmith who is a negro *—the soot is identical 
in colour with his face/*** 

The Greek 1 *” who practises the blac ksmith's art—his 
face becomes party-coloured through getting sooty. 

Hence he will soon knew the effect of sin, (and) will 
therefore soon lament and say H 0 God ! 1 

(But) when he persist & and makes evil (his) practice, 
(when) lie casta dust into the eyes of reflection/ 3 ^ 

He will no more think of repentance i that sin will 
become sweet to his heart, until (at Iasi) he becomes an 
infidel^ 

That repentance, and that invoking of the Lord™ 
bare left him; rust fi ve coats (thick) has collected on 
the mirror"* 1 (of his heart). 

Hust has begun to eat his iron ; rust has begun to 
diminish its lustre.* 5 * 1 

When yon write upon white paper, that writing may 
be read on inspection. 

When you write writing on the top of that which 
has been written, it ia not understood: the reading 
of it is erroneous. 

For that block has fallen upon black, (and) both 
writings have become obscure, and afford no meaning. 

And if you write a third time upon the top of it, 
you make it veiy black, like the infidel's sold / 1 ' 3 
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Then what help is there except the asylum afforded 
by the Helper. (God) ? (The slaves) despair is copper, 
and (God's) favour^ is the alchemy (which transmutes 
it into gold). 

Lay your despair before Him, in order that you may 
escape from a remediless trouble.” 

When Shu mb had repeated these subtle tnrfba to 
him p from such spiritual breathings 15,1 roses blossomed 
in his heart. 

His soul heard the inspiration from Heaven h (but 
si ill) he snid n u If he has called me to account, where 
is a sign {of it) ? ,f 

Shn l aih exclaimed, ” Q Lord, he meets me with 
objections, and seeks signs of that catling to account l 

(God) said, l+ 1 am one who veils ; I will not expose 
his secrets, (nor give) aught but a hint as a trial for 
him , 3 * 4 

One sign of my calling him to account is that 
(although) he engage in acts of devotion such aa 
fasting, and supplication,*** 

Prayer, almsgiving; and other (duties)^ yet he has 
not an atom o£ spiritual appreciation. 

He performs sublime acts of devotion and deeds, 
but he has not an atom of spiritual savour/' 

There must be spiritual appreciation in order that 
acts of devotion may bear fruit ; ^ there must be a 
kernel in order that the grain may produce a tree. 

How can a gram without a kernel become a plant? 
A form without life and soul is nothing but an (empty) 
fancy. 
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The rest of ike Story of the strangers reproaching the 
Shaikh. 

That malignant man went on jabbering nonsense 
about the Shaikh: the malignant and envious man 
has always a perverted intellect” 

He said, “I have seen him in a convivial assembly; 
he is one devoid and destitute of piety. 

And if you. do not believe it p come tonight, that 
you may clearly aec the immorality of your Shaikh.' 1 

At night he took him to a window, (and) said, 
"Behold a fine performance o! immorality and jollity ! 

See (his) hypocrisy in the day and (his) immorality 
at night:—in the day like ilu^ttffi, at night Bti 
Lahab™ 

In the day his name ‘Abdullah,* 1 * 1 at night— 
God protect us \—with a wine-cup in his hand ! 7t 

(The disciple) saw a flask full (of wine) in the Plrs 
hand. He said, "0 Shaikh, m there oven deceit in 
you? 

Bid you not say that the demon speedily poms 
pollution **" into the wine-cup ? " 

He answered* “They have filled my cup so full”® 
that there is no room in it for a single rue-seed. 

See! is there room at all here for a single atom? 
A sell-deluded person has wrongly understood this 
matter,™ 

This is not the cup nor the wine which it seems: "* 
take this as impossible ™ in the Shaikh who sees (all) 
mysteries. 
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The winfrnup is the being of the Shaikh, 0 simpleton* 
m which there la no room for the demon's pollution; 

(For) ho is full* brimful, of the Light of God : he has 
annulled the cup, (his) body, and he is absolute Light**" 

If the light of the sun fall upon anything unclean, 
it is (stillJ the same light; it sutlers co impurity. 1 ' ™ 

The Shaikh continued, 11 This is really not a cop nor 
wine ■ here, come down, unheliever T and look at H. n 

(The unbeliever) camp, and saw that it was choice 
honey; ™ that miserable enemy became blind. 

The Plr then said to his disciple, M Go and seek 
some wine for me, O Prince; 

For I have a pain; I am forced by necessity: §m 
through the pain, I have passed (even) beyond (the 
condition of) extreme hunger^ 

In a case of necessity every canonically unclean thing 
is clean;—be the dust of curst-a on the head of the 
diflflpprawer! >T rt4i 

The disciple went round about the wine-vaults, and 
lor the Shaikh tasted of every jar. 

Iii all the wine-vaults he flaw no wine; the wine- 
jars had become fall of houey. 

Be aaid* '*0 topers, what state of affairs, what 
business is this? I see no wine in any jar. sr 

All the topers came to the Shaikh; tearfully they 
beat (their) heads with (their) hands. 

(They said), 41 0 glorious Shaikh, you have been to 
the tavern; all the wines tlirough your visit have 
become honey. 
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You have changed the wine from impurity (to 
purity)* Change also our souls from (their) impurity*” 

If the world should become full, brtmfuh of blood r 
how Eh mild God's slave drink aught but that which, 
ia lawful ? IHB 

'Ziaifca ""—May God be pieced m& her t —says to 
Mustafa —On him be peace !—“ You pray in any 
piacc without oratory. 1 ** How is ti ? 11 

( A*isha said one day to the Prophet, * S G apostle of 
God, you (who are) manifest and htddciip 1 * - ' 

Whatever place you find, (there) you pray, (though) 
the impure and vile go about in that house ; 

Though you know that any dirty child makes every 
plate be goes to unclean/ 1,4 " 7 

The Prophet said, "Know that for the saintly ifc ' 
God turns the impure into the pure. 

Hence, the goodness of God purifies the place where 
I worship (even) tip to the seventh heaven/' 

Be warned, bo warned, I say, and abandon envy of the 
saintly/™ or else you will become a devil in the world. 

Because ii (the saint) take poison it becomes bone^ 
but you, if you cat honey it is poison (to you). 

(And) because be has become transformed, and his 
action hoe been transformed: he bae become the 
graciousnesa (of God) 1 and his fire has become naught 
but the Light (of God)/ it# 

The power of God was (manifested) in the swifts, 
for otherwise how could a small bird kill an 
elephant ? MLJ 
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A it umber of insignificant little birds routed a wide 
army, so that you may know that that might is from 
GodL HW 

And if in this particular you have any difficulty, 
go and read the Chapter of the Masters of the 
Elephants. 1 * 11 

But if you contend or claim equality with (the saint), 
consider me an Infidel if yon will save your head 
from him. 1 * 11 

A i nouse draws the leading rein of a 
camel, and gets conceited, 

A little mouse seised in its claws the leading rein 
of a camel and in its conceit moved on (with it). 

From the readiness with which the camel set off 
with It, the mouse was deluded Into thinking itself a 
mighty creature. 

The mouse's thought was reflected upon the camel; u, ‘ 
it said (to itself), “I will show you (something soon)' 
good luck to you! M m1 

(And so) till (the mouse) came to the bank of a big 
river, at which the mighty elephant would have felt 
powerless. 

The mouse stopped there and remained helpless. 
The camel said, H 0 my companion of the hills and 
plains* 

What is this stopping? Why this perturbation? 
Step on valiantly (and) enter the water. 

You are my road-guide and leader; do not stop mid¬ 
way and remain motionless. 11 
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The mo use replied, w This is a great and deep river; 
I ant afraid, 0 companion, of being drowned/' 

The camel said, 1 ‘ Lei me see the extent of the water/' 
(Then) lie speedily put bis feet into it 

He said, H The water ia (only) up to the knees, stupid 
mouse; why did yon become perturbed, and lose yonr 
reason ?” 

(The mouse) replied, “It is an ant to jon t but a 
dragon to me, for there are differences in (the heights 
of) knees. 

If, 0 accomplished being, it is only up to your knees, 
it is a hundred ells m! above the crown of my head/' 

(The camel) said, " Do not another time he (so) bold,, 
go that your body and son! may not be burnt by these 
sparks." 1 * 

Vie* you, with mice like yourself; there can he no 
business between a mouse and a camel,” 

(The mouse) said, " I repent. For the sake of God 
help me over this perilous water.” 

The camel felt compassion and said, " Come ; jump 
up, and sit upon my saddle. 

This passing over has been granted to me; I could 
help over hundreds of thousands like yon/' 

Since you arc not a prophet f follow the road (after 
him who is one), in order that some day you may get 
from the pit (of your carnal nature) to the high place 
(of the Shaikh)*" 1 * 

Be yon a subject since you are not a Sultan ; ltw do 
not try to navigate since you are not a Captain. 1 *" 


302 


THE MASNAVt 

When yon are not a perfect (master) do not take a 
shop by vourself alone. S tibnut to be kneaded, in 
order that yon may become paste." 11 

Hear {the command;, "Listen in silence,'’ “* and be 
ailent: since yon have not become the tongue of God, 
be eara. ,tH 

Bat Li you speak, speak in the form of interrogation.: ,U1 
apeak with Kings of kings as a humble sup pliant. 1 

The Ijeginning of pride and hatred is from worldly 
desire; ^ the stability of your worldly desire cornea 
from habit and custom. 

"When your evil quality has become strengthened by 
habit, you get angry with the person who restrains you. 

When you have become a clav-eater, every one who 
restrains you from the clay is {in your opinion) an 
enemy to you. 

Since idolaters are devoted to (their) idols, they are 
mimical to those who impede the way to them.™ 

Since Satan had got accustomed to leadership,"” he, 
in hie folly, thought Adam despicable."** 

(He said), Is there any other leader better than I T 
that he should be worshipped by a person like me" ? 

Leadership is poison except to that spirit which from 
the beginning has been a receptacle of the antidote. 1 * 1 ' 

If the mountain be full of serpents, have no fear, 
for inside it abounds in the antidote. 11 ” 

Since you are always thinking of leadership and 
superiority, whoever mortifies and checks you is an 
inveterate enemy. 

When a person ,ut says anything opposed to your habit¬ 
ual feeling, great hatred arises in your heart against bun: 
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(Toa say), "He ia traring me up from my (very) 
nature ; he is making me a pupil and a dependent" 

H an evil disposition were not established, how 
should a firr temple blaze up through opposition ? 1Ui 

He treats the opposer with a measure of civility: 
he tries to hud a place for himself in his heart** 4 " 

(But his civility is feigned), since (hb) evil disposition 
has become confirmed : the ant, * m his worldly desires, 
has through habit become like a serpent 

Kill the serpent, (your) worldly desires, in suffering, 
for otherwise, behold* your serpent will become a 
dragon* 

But everyone considers his serpent an ant; seek yon 
knowledge of yourself from the ?uft guide, 10 * 

Until copper becomes gold it does not know that 
It was copper: until the heart becomes Mug it docs 
not know that it m a bankrupt. 1411 

Be submissive like copper to the alchemy: suffer 
tyranny, 0 heart, from the heart-ensnarer. 1 * 45 

Who is the heart-ensnaror ? Know well it is the 
person of heart/ 113 who, like day and night, springs 
from the world.** 1 * 

Do not find fault with the slave of God: do not 
accuse a King of theft 11 ** 


The miradcs of a certain cfcrmA- irho in a 
vessel was suspected of theft. 

There was a darvieh (embarked) in a vessel j he had 
made a cushion of the materials of fortitude. 1411 
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A purse of gold was lost (whilst) he was asleep. 
They searched aU the people, and (the owner) pointed 
him out also; 

Saving, H Let us also search this faqlr/’ (So) the 
owner of the money in Us tremble awakened him. 

(He said to him), *' A purse has been lost in this 
vessel; we have searched all the people, and you (also) 
cannot escape (search)* 

Tate off your robe, strip yourself of it, in order that 
the people’s suspicions may be detached from you* 

He exclaimed, “ 0 Lord, the vile hare suspected Your 
bIu to • issue Your command. 

When the darmh’s heart was pained by that (sus¬ 
picion), immediately on every aide hundreds of thousands 
of hah 

liaised their heads out of the deep water, each one 
with a noble pearl in its mouth: 

Every pearl the revenue of a kingdom; (and they 
signified) that these were from God : there was no 
joint-ownership in them." 0 

(The dervish) threw a number of the pearls upon the 
vessel, and sprang away; he made the air hie throne 
and sat (upon it). 

Comfortably sitting cross-legged like a king upon 
hb throne he (sailed) upon the heights, whilst the 
vessel moved before him. 

He said, “Go! he the vessel yours, and God,mine, 
so that a beggar thief may not he with you. 

Let ua see whose will be the loss from this separation! 
I am happy united with God und apart from the people. 
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Neither does He Suspect me of tlicfr. nor does Ho 
give my leading reb to (the hands of) a calumniator™ 

The people of the vessel cried out (to him), 11 Great 
Prince, for what (reason) have they given yon so exalted 
a position? 5K 

He answered, "For inspecting fsqTru, and for vexing 
God because of an insignificant thing .* 144 

Nay, God forbid! (it was) rather for honouring 
Kings :* ftr for not being suspicions of faqlra. 

Those subtle foqTrs of sweet breath f M “ in honour of 
(one cf) whom was delivered the Chapter 1 'Abaea/ ” 

The position of faqlr is not because of entanglement* 
but rather from the fact that besides God there is 
nothing.™ 

How should I suspect those whom God has made the 
custodians of the treasury of the seventh heaven ? 

The carnal soul is to be suspected, not the noble 
intellect; the senses are to be suspected, not the subtle 

Light. 14 ** 

The carnal soul is a sophist, strike it; lwi for striking 
is good for it p not reasoning with it. 

It sees a miracle and then rejoices ; i4iI (but) after¬ 
wards it save it was (only) a vision. 

But if the sight of that marvel had been true (sight), 
how should it not be fixed day and night in the 
eyes?™ 

It is fixed in the eyes of the pure, but it is not asso¬ 
ciated with the eyes of the brutes; ™ 

Because the marvel is ashamed of and disdains the 
senses ; how should a peacock rest In a narrow pit ? 

U 
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Beware lest von call me a verbose speaker; 1 say 
(bat) one out of’ a hundred, and that (one w) even (fine) 
aa a bair. ,u '’ 

Sobuj Su/it vilify a certain fjS/i, Matting h™ of «P eaft ' 
iflp too muc)t before the Shaikh. 

Some Sufis vilified a certain Safi, (and) having come 
before the Shaikh of the monastery's 
They said to him, "Exact justice for our souls from 
this SftlX 0 chief/ 1 

He asked, "Pray, O Sofia, what is the complaint?’’ 
They replied, " This has three unpleasant habits : 

In speech he is verbose like » (jangling) bell; in. 
eating he eats more than twenty 7 persons; 

And when he sleeps be is like the Companion* of the 
Cave.”" 1 * The $ufis made much outcry before the 

Shaikh. 

The Shaikh turned his face towards thai faqlr, and 
said (to him), “In every circumstance which may be, 
lake ihe mtaa. 11 * 

In a Tradition (it is said), * The U*t part of thiye ie 
the middle of them : * * the (four) humours are salutary 
(to the body) through a happy mean,"* 1 

If one humour by some accident^ exceed (its normal 
measure) illness comes upon people. 14 * 1 

Do not exceed your associate in qualities, for that at 
last will bring separation. 

The speech of Moses was moderate, but still it ex¬ 
ceed the speech of (his) good friend. 14 * 4 
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That excess was as opposition to KMzr, (and the 
latter) said, ‘Go! you are verbose, this is separation 
(between us). f KK 

0 Mob^h,™ you are verbose i get away! or else bo 
dumb and blind™ (when) with me. 

But if you do not go + but sit [with me) in contention 
yon have in reality gone, and are sundered from m* 1 " 

When in prayer you suddenly suffer some canonical 
impurity, (die theologian) would tell you to go and 
hasten to purify yourself,™ 

And If you do not go, you become idly busy ; your 
prayers are indeed invalid , eit down, 0 you astray.™ 

Go to those who are your fellows : who lave and thirst 
for your words. 

Watchmen are useful to sleepers, but fish have no 
need of watchmen. 1 ' 7 * 

Those who wear garments have an eye to the bleacher, 
(but) Revelation is the adornment of the soul of the 
naked ” 13 

Either retire apart from the naked, or be like them 
independent of garments,”" 

And if you cannot be entirely bare, dimmish your 
garments, so that yon may follow a middle path. 14 ' 1 


Ths faqtr excuses himself to the Shaikh- 

Then the faqTr told the Shaikh the state of the case ; 
he coupled (Mb) excuses with tliis ditty.” r * 

To every question of the Shaikh he gave an answer,— 
good and just like the answers of Kliirr. 
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Those answers, (I mesa), to the questions of the 
Interlocutor (of God), 11,1 which Khizr act forth to him 
(inspired) by the Lord, the Knower, 

(Which were such that) the difficulties (of Moses) 
were solved in fl manner which defies description: to 
every difficulty of his ho gave the key, 

The faqlr also inherited from Khizr, ,,;i (and) he set 
his mind to answering the Sliaikh, 

He said, *' Although (to follow) the middle way is wise, 
still the middle way is also of a relative nature. 

The water of a stream ie slight as regards a camel, 
but to a mouse it is like a sea. 

Ho whose allowance m is four loaves,—if lie eat 
two or three, that is the middle way. 

But if he eat all the four it is far from the middle 
way : he is a captive to greed like a duct. 

Whoever has an appetite for ten loaves and eats only 
ux,—know that that is the middle way. 

When I have on appetite for fifty loaves, and you for 
(only) six round cakes, we are not of the same 
capacity."” 

Yon may be wearied by ten nets of prayer; 11,1 and 
1 may not get faint s “" with five hundred. 

One person goes bare-foot to the Ka'ba. and another 
faints (on going) as for as the mosque. 

One person in (his) unselfish and reckless devotion 
sacrifices his life, and another is in the agonies of death 
at giving a loaf,"' 1 

This middle is referable to the finite, because (the 
finite) has n beginning and an end. 
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A beginning and an end are requisite in order that 
a middle or mean may be i magiued between them. 

Since the infinite haa not iwo ends, how can a middle 
be referable to it? 

Ko one has been able to show a beginning or end in 
it, God has said, 1 If the sea were ink fur it.*™* 

If the seven seas in [their) entirety should become 
ink, there would be no hope of an mchtnative descrip¬ 
tion ™ 

If the gardens and forests should altogether become 
pens,, neither much nor Little could be (written) of these 
words “ 

All that ink, all those pens come to tm end, whilst 
these innumerable words last forever*”” 

Sometimes my state resembles sleep: one who is 
astray would think it sleep.” 9 * 

Know that my heart is awake (though l my eyes are 
(shut as if I were! asleep. Know that my form though 
apparently idle is at work. 

The Prophet has said, 1 My syes sleep, (but) mtj heart 
doss not sleep (oblivious) of the Lord of the creatures/ 1<37 

Tour eyes, (0 vilified are awake, and your heart is 
buried in sleep ; my eyes are (closed) in (apparent) 
sleep, (but) my heart is (absorbed) in God's gifts of 
grace, 

Jly heart has five senses different (from the external 
senses) : Mwa both worldsare the theatre of the senses 
of the heart. 

Do not look at me from your -position of) weakness ; 
(that which is) night to you.—that Fame night is broad 
day to me. ,lW 
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(That which is) a prison to you,—that prison is like 
a garden to roe; my (apparent) rest is the essence of 
occupation .* ,H 

Your feet are in the mud ; the mud has become roses 

for me;’*" yon have mourning; I have entertainments 

And music / 1 * 3 

I am (apparently) on earth (and) dwelling with you 
in a place, but (in reality) like Saturn I move over the 
seventh, sphere, 1,1 

I am not a companion of yours, 11 ’ 8 m !‘ shadow 
(which is with you):*" my position is higher than 
thought (con conceive); 

Because 1 have passed beyond thought : I have 
become outside of (the circle of) those who think. 

I am ruler over thought, (and) not rated by it, because 
the builder ia ruler over the building/' 

All people are in subjection to thought; for that 
reason they are heart-sore and afflicted- 

(Sometimes) of set purpose l give myself to thought; 
but when I wish I spring up from among those (governed 
by it). 

1 am like a bird of tbe highest heights, (and) thought 
is a fly; how can a fly have any power over me ! 

(Sometimes) of B(st purpose I descend from the 
heights, in order that those whose position is low * 
may associate with me. 

When 1 become wearied of the lower attributes, 

I fly up like * tJie bird* mfticfc extend (fiere irwtfffl. "" 

My wings have grown even out of my own nature ; 
I do not stick on tbe two wiugs with paste. 1 " 1 
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The wings of J s'far. the Flier,™ fire permanent; the 
wings of JaTar, the Impostor™ are adventitious and 
temporary. 

This is an empty claim hi the opinion of him who 
has not tasted/* 4 but it is a reality in the view of 
dwellers on the horizon 

This ie a boast and an empty claim in the eyes of the 
raven:™ the fly does not distinguish between an empty 
and a full cooking vessel,*** 

When in you food becomes pearls, do not abstain, 
(but) eat as much as yon can. 5 K] * 

The Shaikh* 11 one day in order to dispel the evil 
opinion (of the vilifiers) vomited in a basin, (and) the 
basin became full of pearls. 

The clear-sighted Plr t on account of the want of 
intellect of the men, turned spiritual into sensible 
pearls. 

When in (your) stomach that which is pure (and 
lawful) becomes impure, put a lock upon your throat 
and conceal the key.* 11 

He in whom food becomes the light of glory,* u —let 
brm eat whatever he will; it is lawful for him* 


S peaks of claims the scry nature of which is a 
witness to ths truth of them. 

If you are an intimate of my soul, (you will know 
that) my words, which rest upon reality and truth, are 
no empty claim. 1 ' 11 

H at midnight I any, “ 1 am near you; nay* fear not 
the night, for I am your relative ; fl 
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Xhtn two claims are to yon reel and true, since you 
recognize your relative's voice. 

(My assertions ofj vicinity and relationship were two 
claims, but both were reality ami truth to good 
comprehension. 

The vicinity of the voice boars testimony for such 
that these words spring from n friend near. 

Also, the taste o! the relative's voice is a witness to 
the truth of that dear relative's (assertion of relation¬ 
ship)* 

(But) again, the uninspired fool who in his ignorance 
knows not the voice ol stranger from relative,,— 

To him the words of that person are a mere claim: 
his ignorance is the source of his disbelief* 

(But) to the keen man In whose heart are the lights 
(of intellect and spirituality), the very voice itself bears 
actually in it the truth (and justice of the claim) ** 

(As another illustration)—if one who speaks Arabic 
says in Arabic, " I know' the language of the Arabs," 

The very fact of his speaking in Arabic bears in 
itself the truth (of hie assertion), although the assertion 
that he speaks Arabic is (only) a claim. 

Or (again, if) a writer writes upon a piece of paper, 
** I am $ writer ond a reader, a most talented individual, h 

This (assertion in) writing although it is itself a 
(mere) claim, still the (fact of the) writing is a witness 
to the truth (of the claim). 

Or (again), a ®0ll may say (to vou) t 14 You saw last 
night when asleep a person with a prayer-carpet on his 
should ere. 
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I wa& dial that which I said to you in descrip¬ 

tion of spiritual vision in (your) sleep and dream, 

Pay attention to it and put it like a ear-ring in (your) 
ears: make those words the leader of your intellect, 1 

When you remember that dream, these words are (as) 
a new miracle (to you) and (as) old gold. 

Although this appears (to be) a claim, still the soul 
of the dreamer assents (to the truth of it). Mfl 

Hence h since wisdom is the stray camel of the true 
believer, 14 ’ 7 from whomever he hears it he knows (the 
truth of it) for certain. 

But when he actually finds himself before it, how can 
there be any doubt, how can ho make any mistake ? tjii 

When you say to a thirsty person, H Hasten ! there is 
water in the cup ; take the water quickly;” 

Will the thirsty person say at all, '* This is a (mere) 
pretence; go, pretender, depart from me ; 

Or else shew some evidence and proof that this is 
water and of that water which flows from a visible 
source,” 

Or should a mother cry to her suckling babe, l+ Come; 
1 am yonr mother, pay attention, my child ) ” 

Would the babe say, “Bring proof of it, mother, so 
that 1 may lake to your milk." 

To the heart of every nation which has a blissful 
perception of God, the face and voice of the prophet 
are {as'i a miracle (wrought by God). 

When from without the prophet uttom a cry, from 
within, the soul of the nation prostrate* itself iu 
devotion. 
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For the ear of the soul has (never) in the world heard 
from any one (else) Ms kind of cry. 

That alien through (its) spiritual discernment of die 
rare and wondrous voice hears from the longue of God 
the words* Verily I am near " rMl 

John (the Baptist)—On him lie peace!—in (hit) mothers 
t&omb ineli nes in icorehip before Jearn—On him 
te peace 3 

The mother of John before giving birth to him said 
in private to Man\ 

*' I have found for certain that you will give birth to 
a King* who will be a Lord of Constancy a wise 
Apostle,™ 

When I have happened to be opposite to yon, my 
unborn child at once has inclined in worship. 

This embrio inclined in worship before that c inbrio* 
so that pain affected my body through its inclination.” 

Mary said, “I also have perceived within myself an 
inclination on die part of the infant, m (my) womb,” 

A difficulty is advanced as to this Story . 

Focds say, * L Cancel tld.^ Story* because it is an untruth 
and an error; 

Since Mary at the time of her delivery was far both 
from strangers and from relatives 

Until that woman of persuasive eloquence was 
delivered without the town* 111 * she really did not enter it* 

When she had given birth to him aha then took him 
up in her arms and carried him to her kindred. 
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Whore did the mother of John see her to apeak these 
words to her as to the (supposed) occurrence 1 ? 

Answer to the difficulty,. 

Let (thecwillsr) know diia 1 that to the man of mind ini 
that which is absent as to space ia present. 

The mother of John when far from the eyes of Mary 
might be present to her (spiritual) vision. 

With closed eyes she might see a friend when she has 
made a lattice of the body.™ 

And if gh fl saw her neither without nor in her own 
mind,™ pay attention, simpleton* to the spirit of the 
Story;** 

(And bo) not like biro who heard some stories, and 
like “skin ,h stuck to dm “ letter" of them; 

And said, 11 How should Kallla ungifted with language 
hear words from Damna who wm not endowed with the 
power of expression? “ 

And (even) if they knew each other 1 ® mode of speech, 
how could man understand that inarticulate utterance ? 

How between the lion and the ox could Danina have 
been a messenger and deceived them both ? 

How could the noble and intelligent ox have been 
the Yaalr of the Lion ? How (too) could elephant* have 
been frightened nt the reflection of the moon ? 

This (book of) Kallla and Datum is nothing but im¬ 
position, for how indeed should a stork contend with a 
crew?"™ 

0 my brother* the story is like a measure; the spirit 
in it b Oke the grain. 
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The man of iiitCElIwl takes the grain, the spirit: he 
does not pay attention to the measure though it be taken 
flwny. 

Observe what passes between the nightingale and the 
noser although in their case no factual) speech is 
apparent. 1111 

Speaking with the tongue of the condition, and the under¬ 
standing of iL 

Observe also what passes between the candle and the 
moth, and select the spirit (of it) T dear friend. 

Although there ia not any (actual) speech, there is the 
spirit of speech ; so come, fly high, and do not like the 
owl fly low*®* 

(Some one) says in chess, H This is the rook 1 * house.' 

(A fool) says, 41 From where did the house come into its 
possession ? 

Did it buy the house, or did it inherit it ? T1 —Happy is 
he who hastens to the spirit (of things) 1 

A grammarian says, “ Zaid struck 'Amrwf**** (One 
ignorant of grammar) says, *“ Why did he punish him 
without any offence {on his part) ? 

What was 'AmryFe offence that that unreasonable 
Zaid struck him when guilt less like a slave ? M 

(The grammarian) answers, " This (phrase) ia (merely) 
the vehicle of the object to he conveyed : ,tt * take the 
wheat, for the measure is to be disregarded. 

Zaid and "Arnrw are devised to shew the case endings ; 
although (the assertion) is untrue, make your account 
with (the lesson of) the case endings. 1 P 
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He escMnifi, l+ Naj ff I knew not (of) that; why did 
Zaid strike k Amrw without offence or fault (on bis 
part) ? " 

The grammarian is reduced to making tip a jest, and 
&ays, " £ Amrvr has stolen a superfluous 1 w.* 

Zaid became aware (of this) and struck the stealer 
of it: since ('Amrw dins) transgresses the restrictive 
ordinance of divine Law, the punishment enjoined by 
that Law befits him." 


The acceptance of tha absurd and false by foolish people. 

(The fool) says, Hi Ah3 this is the truth I this I 
heartily accept."—{Nor is this strange, for) to the 
perverse the wrong and false appear the right and true. 

If you say to a squint-eyed person, “ The moon is 
one/ 1 he will say to you, 4i 0 friend* there is doubt about 
the unity (you assert)” ™ 

And if a person, laughing at him, say, "There are 
two, 11 he deems (it) true. This is the fit treatment of 
a perverse person,™ 

Lies (naturally) gather round those who are lies 
incarnate: (the Test)* “Impure women for impure 
men” has shone resplendent^ 

For the spiritual there is the open plain (of the divine 
life), but for the blind in heart there is the stumbling- 
block of the stony places (of error) 

Describes how a King seeks a tree with fruit such that 
whoever cats of it never dies. 

A certain sage (once) narrated ns a legend that in 
India there was u tree (of such a nature) 
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That whoever took and eat of ita fruit would neither 
grew old nor ever die. 

A certain King heard this from a truthful person, 
(and) became enamoured of the tree and its fruit. 

From the kingly court* 1 * he sent an intelligent 
errarier to India to make search (for the tree). 

For years the courier wandered through India on his 
part in search (of it). 

He visited city after city for this object of search: 
□either island remained (unv [sited) f nor mountain, nor 
plain. 

Whomever lie questioned derided hioi t saying, Wlio 
would this except. perdmnee a mudman fit lor 

chains? ie 

Jinny persons sportiTply gave him a stop; many 
persons said, “ 0 happy man, how should the search of a 
shrewd and candid person like you be idle and futile? 

And this I apparent) courtesy to him was (still) another 
slap, and a harder cue than the physical slap. 

They praised him in derision, saying, " 0 great man, 
there is a very big tree in such a place . 

In such a forest there is a green tree, very lofty and 
broad, with branches every one of which is thick." 

The King's courier, ready and resolute in the search, 
heard from every one a different account. 

So, be travelled there for many years, and the King 
continued to send him money. 

After he had suffered much fatigue and trouble, he 
at last began to despair of (accomplishing the object 
of) the search. 
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No trace came to view of the object sought: nothing 
but information appeared of the tiling desired* 

Tlie thread of his hope was snapped ; the thing ha 
sought became at last unsought. 1 * 1 

He made up his mind to return to the King - he 
shed tears, and began to travel (back). 


A Shaikh esspUtins the secret of the free to the seeker^ 
a servile imitator. 

There was a learned Shaikh, 3 bene S cent 
at the stage where the King's companion became 
despairing. 

He said, 14 1 who (now) despair will go to him, and 
will set out on (my) mad from his threshold ; 

In order that his prayers tat least) may accompany 
ms, since I am hopeless of (obtaining) my heart's 
desire/ 1 

With tearful eyes ho went to the Shaikh ■ (even) 
as a cloud he poured out tears. 

He said, 41 0 Shaikh, it is a time for pity and com¬ 
miseration ■ I am hopeless; this moment is a time for 
kindness/* 

(The Shaikh) said, " Explain from what is your 
despa it: what is the object of your desire? at what 
do you aim ? + ' KO 

He answered, Ab The King chose me to seek out a 
(certain) trea 

For there is a rare tree in the world, the fruit of 
which (i& of) the virtue of the Water of Life. 
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I have Bought for years without seeing fl trace of 
anything but the scoffing and derision of these sportive 

people." 

The Shaikh laughed and said to him, ‘0 situ pie 
man, that is the tree of knowledge (which is) m (the 
garden of the soul of) the sage. 

It is very lofty, fine, and broad : it is the Water of 
Life from the (divine) Ocean.* 

You, 0 ignorant man, have aimed at & thing of fortn, 
(and) for that reason yon have remained witlmut tlie 
fruit and produce of the tree of spiritual realityr” 
Sometimes it is called 'Tree,' (.and) sometimes 
‘Sun; 1 sometimes it is called 1 Ocean/ (and) some- 
times * Claud- 1 ,He 

(It is) that one in which a hundred thousand 
qualities and effects arise,—the least effect of it being 
eternal life* 

Although it is single it lias a thousand effects; count¬ 
less names befit that one.’ 

A certain person may be father to you; but with 
regard to another person he may be son ,*' 1 

(A person) may be severe***' and inimical with regard 
to one, and he may be kind** 30 and good with regard 
to another. 

(He has) hundreds of thousands of names, (but) he 
is one man ; the possessor of all the qualities lie has 
is ignorant in the matter o£ a description-' 311 

Whoever attaches himself to names, thinking they 
are to be depended upon, is, like you, hopeless and 
distracted.’ 1 ' 1 ’ 
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Why d a you cling to this name of the tree, so that 
you remain disappointed and unfortunate ? 

Pass away from names, a ad look at qualities, in 
order that the qualities may guide yon to the assent#. 

The disagreement of people arises through names; 
when they proceed to the reality (signified by the 
names) peace and quiet are established. 1 ' fils 

The contention as to grape* of four persons 5 mch of 
whom knotty gmpes hy o different name. 

A man gave a diram to lour persona; one of them 
(a Persian) satd s “ I trill spend this on ‘angUr*’" 

Another of them was an Arab; he said, “iv T o, yon 
rogue ■ I want 1 inaV not ' angftr/ ” 

A third was a Turk ; he said, ** I do not want ' ( inab, p 
dear friend,™ I want 1 iteum/ ” 

The fourth (was) a Greek ; he said, H Stop this alter- 
cation ; I irffc for 4 fatafll/ 11 ™ 

Those persons began to fight against ono another, 
because they were ignorant of the secret of the names.™ 

Through (sheer) ignorance they struck one another 
with their fists \ they were full of ignorance and devoid 
of knowledge. 

If one who knew the inner truth, an estimable mail 
versed in many tongues, had been there, he would have 
reconciled them. 

He would have said, “With this one diram I will 
gratify the desire of all of you. 

If in all sincerity you entrust your hearts (to me)* 
this diram*® of yours will do so much for you. 

X 
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You? one diram will become (as) four, which is what 
is wanted 5 four enemies will become (as) one by 
concord^ 

The words of each of ynn lead (yon) to contention 
and disagreement ; my words bring yon agreement. 

Therefore bo you silent, keep silence,™ in order that 
I may be your tongue in speech ." 1 ™ 

Although your words appear uniform and in harmony* 
they are the source in (their) effect of contention and 
anger,* 41 

Borrowed heat has no effect (npon the nature of a 
substance); ™ natural heat has (its own peculiar) virtue* 

Though you beat vinegar by file, it undoubtedly 
adds coldness (to the system) when you drink it; 

Because that heat of it (which is caused by the fine) 
is (only) superficial : its original nature is cold and tart. 

And if syrup of grapes *“ be frozen, my son, it adds 
heat to the liver when you drink it* 

So* the hypocrisy of the Shaikh is better than our 
sincerity,, for that is from sagacity and calculation, and 
this from ignorance and blindness. 1 ™ 

From the words of the Shaikh arisen union ; liU the 
words of the envious bring (only) disunion/ 1 '* 

As (in the case of) Solomon who sped from God ; 
who knew the language of all the birds. 

In his just reign the gazelle and the leopard associ¬ 
ated and abandoned strife. 

The dove felt secure from the falcon's claws; the 
sheep did not guard against the wolf. 
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Solomon) became the intermediary between enemies ; 
he became (the means of) union amongst, the birds, 

(But) yon, like an ant, mm about for the sake of 
grain; take heed! seek Solomon f lMS why do yon go 
astray ? 

To the seeker of grain the grain he gets is a snare^ 
but he who seeks Solomon has both.™ 

In these ktter times the birds, the souls (of people), 
have no security for a moment from one another/’ 1 '* 

(But) there is too a Solomon in our age t wri who may 
reconcile (us), and cause our injustice to cease. 

Remember the words, L * There has been no people," 
as far as, il hat has been risked by a itamer ." i ra 

(God) has said, ^ There has been no people destitute 
of a vicegerent ol God, a possessor of spiritual 
influence/^ 1 

He makes the birds, the souk (of people i, so united 
That through sincerity and good feeling (all) deceit and 
rancour are dispelled,*^ 

They become kind to one another ae a mother:— 
(Muhammad) has said^ " Muslims are (as) one aotii 11Br * 

They became one soul through the Prophet of God ; 
for indeed they were (before) absolute enemies each 
(of the other). 

The cessation of discord and hostility among the 
Helpers*** by the blessing of the Prophet'—On him 
he peace! 

Two tribes named A us and Kh&zraj had sanguinary 
minds towards one another. 
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Their invelerato hatred wti3 effaced by means of 
Mubammad in the light of Islam and good feeling and 
devotion. 

First those enemies became brethren like the single 
grapes of a cluster in the garden. 

And (then) connselledby the words, "ifttriima are 
brothers" they were mingled together and became one 
body. 

The gropes (in the duster) present the appearance of 
brethren; “** when you press them they become one 
juice/ 

Tho mmpe grapes are the opposites of the ripe 
grapes, but when the unripo grapes grow pm tune they 
become good friends/* 4 * 

The unripe grape which has been hardened by hail 
and has remained immature—God has front all eternity 
called a radical Infidel/* 3 

He ia neither a brother nor one soul (with the 
Muslims); in alienation from God's grace he is 111- 
etarred and unbelieving. 

If I should say what he has in This) soul, disturbance 
of mind would arise in the world*"* 

It is better that the secrets of the blind infidel be not 
mentioned : it is better that the fire of hell be hidden 
from Irani.™ 

The good unripe grapes which are susceptible (of 
attaining lo maturity) all at last become uniform (in 
their perfection) through the breath of the saintly/ 1 * 1 

They hasten swiftly towards the condition of ripe grape, 
until duality, hatred* and contention disappear** 41 
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Then, in the condition, of grape, they rand (their) 
skins, until they become one: ** * k unity 51 id the 
description of this (union}*™ 

If.! a friend become an enemy, then there is EiiU 
duality,^ for no one engages in a fight with himself. JKS 

Blessings on tho universal love of the master 1 ** 

(whichj gave uni on to so many motes ! 

They being like scattered dost upon the road, the 
hand of the potter made them into one jar. 15 * 1 

The union of bodies, which are composed of water 
and clay, is imperfect; [the union of) spirits does not 
resemble this. 

If I should institute comparisons here in illustration 
(of the union of spirits), I fear it would disturb the 
minds (of people), 1 ** 

(Even) now there is also a Solomon P liJ " but we through 
the joy of far-sightedness are in blindness. 1 "* 

Farsightedness keeps men blind, even as one sleeping 
in a house is blind to the house,"** 

Wo are passionately enamoured of subtle words; we 
are fondly devoted to the solving of knotty points; ,iSi 

Seeking out knotty questions and the solution of 
them," 1 ' and imposing many (logical) forms for (the treat¬ 
ment of such) difficulties and the answers (to them).*"* 

Like a bird which should loosen the meshes of a 
snare, and sometimes fasten them* in order that it 
might become perfect in the art. 

[And which thus) is deprived of the plains and 
meadows, its life being expended in the business of 
knots.* 5 " 
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(Awl i as a matter of fact it masters no snare, but its 
wings are always getting broken-’ 4 *’ 

Do not employ your efforts on knots, in order that 
your wings and feathers may not be broken one by one 
through these mmynuvres-*' 1 

The l wings and) feathers of countless birds have been 
broken, and not {one} has obstructed that ambuscade of 
visitation* 

Learn’'"' 3 their condition from the Prophet, O covetous 
man : rt ‘ l read, “ They traversed, examined, and disposed 
of lands; firos there) any asylum ?” ““ 

The difficulty of “angur” and “■inab'' was not 
solved by the contention of the Turk, the Greek, and 
the Arab. 1 * 01 

Xor is this duality dispelled until a spiritual Solomon 
versed in words and languages appear,*' 

Hear, all you contending birds, like the hawk this 
hawking-drum of the King-’" 

Come l fly joyously from every direction from your 
differences towards union,""" 

“ Wherever you he, turn your faces towards it; these 
fare words) ichick do not prohibit you." ** 

( | T, e are blind birds and most inconsiderate and 
improvident in not recognising that Solomon for a 
moment.* 1 

Like owls we have become enemies of the hawks*’ 
and as a necessary consequence we have remained 
confined to a ruin.** 
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Through extremity of ignorance and blindness we try 
to injure those who ore dear to God. 

How should a class of birds which sue illumined by 
Solomon pluck out the feathers and wings of the 
innocent ? KU 

On the contrary, they would scatter grain for tlie 
helpless devoid of opposition and rancour they are 
gentle and kind. 

Their hoopoo, for the sanctifying (of Solomon}, opens 
the road to many a Bi^ls,'"' 1 

Their crow, though in appearance a crow, is really 
a falcon of miraculous influence, and (an object of the 
words) “It turned not aside. r ' m ' 

Their stork which cries ‘‘Lak-lak l”"' 1 6643 !irt! 10 
doubt with the profession of the Unity. 

And those doves of theirs fear not the hawku^uay), 
the hawks incline their heads before those doves."" 

Their nightingale, which falls into ecstasy, hoe in its 
heart m rose-g^don-** 

Their parrot is independent of^ sugar, for eternal 
sugar has shown itself in its hsarL 

Tho feet of their peacocks"" in the sight (of the 
discerning) are more beautiful than those whose beauty 
is resplendent as that of the peacock- 

Kingly logics of birds are nothing but empty sound ; 
where is the logic of birds associated with Solomon ? **“ 

How can you know the cries of the birds, when yon 
have not for a moment seen Solomon ? *“ 

The wings of that bird whose cries excite joyous 
emotion carry it beyond and above east and west,™ 
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Every flight of those (wings) is from the Throne of 
God to ilie earth, and the sphere oI their movement? is 
from the earth to the Throne of God.™' 

The bird which goes without this Solomon, is n lover 
of the darkness*** like a hat. 

Accustom vourself to Solomon, 0 worthless bat* in 
order that yon may not remain eternally in darkness/** 

By going one ell's distance™ in that direction you 
become like the el 1 the standard of measurement.* 11 

And be who goes (even) lame and limp 1615 in that 
direction, escapes from all lameness and limpness, 

8tor if of die ducklings which a domestic fowl fostered. 

Although a domestic fowl has fostered yon as a nurse 
under its feathers, vou, 0 believer, are the egg ol a 
duct * 1 

Your mother was the duck of that Sea; your nurse 
was of the earth and a worshipper of (he dry land.*** 4 

The inclination towards the Sen™ which is m your 
heart,—that inclination comes to your soul from your 
mother, 

1 our inclination towards the tin- land is front 1 your) 
nurse; quit the nurse for she is one of bad judgment.** 1 

Leave (your) nurse on the dry land and hasten away; 
enter the -Sea of spirituality like the ducks.™ 

If (your) nurse ! tries to) make you fear the Water, do 
not fear it, but hasten quickly into the Sea* 

You are a duck (and can) Jive on the dry land and in 
the Water; ™ you are not as the domestic fowl one whose 
house is a hole in the earth,™ 
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Yon have the power of a king in virtue of the words, 

“ We have honoured the $on» of Adam ; IP yon can move 
on the land end on the Sea.*"* 

You arc in your spirit (the object of the words),, We 
have carried them upon the sea ; lf hasten on (then) 
from “ We fcetre carried them upon the land™ 

The angeb have no way to ilie earth ■ the animal- 
kind on their part are unacquainted with the sea 

In (your) body (yon are) an animal, (and) in (your) 
spirit yon are of the angels, so that you may move both 
on the earth and also in the heavens : 

So that one discerning with a heart “ ittipira! ” ■*" 
may he externally “ a man l ift# youmdoe*”™* 

His earthy body (here) upon the earth ; (but) his 
spirit moving on the highest heaven, 

We are nil water-fowl, my son* (and) the Sea knows 
our voice perfectly-*' 1,1 

Thus Solomonis the Sea, and we are birds; and 
in (this) Solomon do we move to all eternity.*** 1 

With the help and guidance oi Solomon step into 
the Sea, in order that the Water may, like David, make 
a hundred coats of dk&in-mail (for you) ™ 

That Solomon is present to all, but things other {than 
He) bewitch your eyes and enchant you : ** 

So that through ignorance, sleepiness, and presump¬ 
tion we are wearied with Him who is with us. 

The noise of thunder gives the thirsty person, a 
headache when he does not know that the thunder 
opens the cloud of felicity.* 41 
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His eyes rest upon the flowing stream, in ignorance 
of the delight of the Water o! the Heavens ^ 

He has spurred the horse of (Ms) attention towards 
(intermediate) causes, (and) has as a consequence 
remained veiled off from the Causer (of causes). 

He who plainly sees the Causer (of causes),—how 
should he fix his heart upon the intermediate causes 
of the world ? *' A 


T)>e amazement of the pUgrimi at the miracles of a 
certain ascetic tthorn, they found alone in the desert 
on the burning tand. 

There was an ascetic in the midst of the desert who 
was sunk lit worship like the ‘AbbSdiya. 

Some pilgrims arrived there from the peopled 
regions; their eyes fell upon the arid ascetic. 

The ascetic's place was dry, (but) he was moist of 
constitution: in the desert simoom he had a remedy.*" 

The pilgrims were amazed at his solitariness and 
at that security in the midst of calamity. 

He was standing in prayer upon the sand—sand 
from the heat of which the water in a pot would boil. 

You would have said he was one intoxicated * 17 
among verdure and roses ; or one mounted upon Buraq 
ot Dnlduh*** 

Or that his feet were upon silk and striped Arabian 
stulTs. or that the simoom was more benign to him than 
the zephyr. 

Then that company remained (there) in longing,** 
until the darvisb should liave finished (his) prayers. 
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When the faqTr came out of his absorption (in prayer), 
a pious, enlightened member of the company 

Saw that water was dropping from his hands and 
£ace H (that) his garments were wet from the effects 
of ablutions. 

Than lie asked him, 14 Whence is your water ?” He 
raised Ms hand and said, “It is from the heavens, 1 * 

Ho asked (again}, “Does it come whenever you wish, 
without woll+ or 1 emtf of the fibrous hark of the paZm- 

Solve our difficulty, 0 Sultan of religion, in order 
that your case may give us religious certitude. 

Disclose a mystery of your mysteries to ns, in order 
that we may cut from our waists the * zunnsF r 3 ** **** 

(The ascetic) raised his eyes towards the heavens, 
and said, “ Answer, (0 God), the prayer of the pilgrims. 

I am accustomed to seek sustenance from on high, 
(because) You have opened the door to me on high :■— 

You, (0 God), who have exhibited places of being 
out of the region of non-being, manifesting (the con¬ 
dition that) a In the hmvm# if your sustenance.' M ™ 

In the midst of Qua prayer a fine cloud like a water¬ 
bearing elephant suddenly appeared. 

It began to pour out min as water from a water-skin, 
(and the water) settled in the hollows and depths. 

The cloud mined team like a water-skin, (and) the 
pilgrims all opened their water-skins. 

One body (of the pilgrims influenced) by that 
wondrous fact out tbc belts from their waists* 
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The foitli of another set wns increased by this 
marvel: — and God knows best the road to solvation, 

A third party, not admitting (the miracle), sour and 
immature, remained for ever imperfect, {My} uwrd« 
are (tttfu?) finished. 
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